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November 27, 2001

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Clarendon Alliance

BY: Tom Fairchild, Executive Director
3195 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia  22201

SUBJECT: U-2994-01-1 USE PERMIT REVIEW: open-air antique and collectibles
market on Saturdays; premises known as 2900 Wilson Blvd.

RECOMMENDATION: Continue subject to all previous conditions with no further
review.

BACKGROUND:  The County Board approved the subject use permit to operate an
open-air market at its September 8, 2001 meeting.  The use began operating on
September 22, 2001.  The Code Enforcement Office made the required inspection of
the property on the first day to determine that the parking plan delineating vendor
parking complied with the plan as approved by the County Board.  It was determined
that the vendor parking was in compliance with the approved parking plan.  It was
subsequently discovered that the use had begun operations without the required
certificate of occupancy.  The applicant was informed that the use was not in
compliance with the conditions of use permit approval and that acquiring the required
certificate of occupancy would be necessary to continue operation of the antiques and
collectibles market.  The applicant believed that the conditions had been met and that
they were awaiting the certificate of occupancy.  The applicant was informed that the
market should not open again until the certificate of occupancy had been secured.  The
market was reopened a second Saturday without the required certificate of occupancy.
The applicant was cited by the Code Enforcement Office for non-compliance because
the certificate of occupancy was not available.  During the week, steps were taken by
the applicant to secure the required certificate of occupancy.  The market opened the
third week in full compliance with the conditions of use permit approval and with the
required certificate of occupancy.
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CODE ENFORCEMENT:

The Code Enforcement Office report that the use is currently in compliance with use
permit conditions and that they their records show no complaints during the three (3)
month review period.

CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:

The nearby civic associations voiced their concerns about the antiques and collectibles
market beginning operation prior to securing the required certificate of occupancy.  A
recent check with the Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association revealed that there
continue to be discrepancies with the operation of the market. (See attached).  A
telephone conversation with the Lyon Village Civic Association representative revealed
similar issues.  Staff reminded the neighborhoods that condition #6 (establishing the
neighborhood advisory committee) of use permit approval, was the appropriate
mechanism to be used to address neighborhood issues and concerns.

CLARENDON ALLIANCE:

The Clarendon Alliance reports that the neighborhood advisory committee met in early
November.  At that time a number of concerns, including the parking by vendors on
neighborhood streets, were brought to the attention of the operator of the antiques and
collectibles market.  The operator is in the process of handling those concerns.

CONCLUSION:  During the three (3) month review period there have been
minimal concerns regarding this use.  The use is operating in general compliance with
the conditions of use permit approval.  There have been no complaints regarding noise,
traffic, trash or parking on neighborhood streets.  Conditions of use permit approval,
aimed at mitigating impacts in the area, remain in place.  The use is scheduled to
expire at this location in June 2002.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit
be continued subject to all previous conditions with no further review.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

April 9, 1994 Deferred use permit request (U-2805-94-1) for
construction and operation of a restaurant with a drive
through window and approval of a comprehensive sign
plan to its June 4, 1994 meeting.

June 4, 1994 Denied use permit request (U-2805-94-1) for
construction and operation of a restaurant with a drive
through window and approval of a comprehensive sign
plan.

September 9, 2001 Approved use permit (U-2994-01-1) for an open air
market with a review in three (3) months.  (December
2001)


