
STAFF:  Jill Hunger, DCPHD Planning

County Board Meeting – December 8, 2001
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November 21, 2001

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Verizon Wireless
9000 Junction Drive
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701

BY: David Lasso, Attorney Karen Thomas
Venable, Baetjer and Howard, LLP Wireless Facilities Inc.
2010 Corporate Ridge River Center 3
Suite 400 10280 Old Columbia Road
McLean,  VA  22102-7847 Suite 200

Columbia, MD  21046

SUBJECT: A. U-2918-97-1 Review of a use permit to permit the location of a
telecommunications facility; on premises known as 2400 18th Street
South.

B. U-2918-97-1 Amendment of a use permit to upgrade the existing
telecommunications facility including six panel antennas and one
GPS; on premises known as 2400 18th Street South.

RECOMMENDATION: 1. Continue, subject to all previous conditions, with a
County Board review in three years (December
2004).

2. Approve, subject to all previous conditions, with an
administrative review in one year (December 2002)
and a County Board review in three years (December
2004).

BACKGROUND:
This is a review of a use permit for a telecommunications facility, which was originally
approved in 1997 for Bell Atlantic Nynex Mobile at 2400 18th Street South for three
years (September 2000).  In 1998, after a request from the applicant, the County Board
approved an extension to the use permit until July 2001.
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At this time, the applicant has also requested a use permit amendment, as required in
the existing conditions, to upgrade the existing telecommunications facility including six
panel antennas and one GPS unit.  This request stems from a FCC (Federal
Communications Commission) requirement.

SINCE THE LAST REVIEW: July 11, 1998
• USE PERMIT CONDITIONS:

The applicant is in compliance with the conditions of the use permit.

• COMMUNITY CODE ENFORCEMENT:
Community Code Enforcement indicated that there have been no complaints or
violations reported.  They have no objection to the continuance of this use permit.

• CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:
Staff attempted to contact representatives from the Arlington Ridge, Arlington View,
Columbia Heights, and Nauck Civic Associations numerous times.  At the writing of
this report, the Arlington Ridge Civic Association responded that they had no issues
with the continuation of the use permit or with the addition of the new panels.  Staff
has not received any other responses regarding the continuation of this use permit.

CONCLUSION:
The applicant has complied with all the conditions for the existing telecommunications
tower.  The proposed addition of six (6) antennas and one (1) GPS unit will not have an
adverse effect to either the use or development of the surrounding properties.  The
location of the new antennas is at the same level of the existing antennas thus limiting
any visual impact.  The equipment associated with the new antennas will be located in
the existing equipment cabinet.  Therefore, staff recommend continuation of the use
with approval of the use permit amendment for six (6) additional antennas and one (1)
GPS unit, subject to all previous conditions and with a one (1) year administrative
review and three (3) year County Board review (December 2004).
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:
June 7, 1997 Deferred use permit (U-2910-97-1) for a

mobile telecommunications facility to the July
19, 1997 County Board meeting to study other
sites, including the Army Navy Country Club.

September 6, 1997 Took no action on U-2910-97-1.

September 6, 1997 Approved use permit (U-2918-97-1) for a
mobile telecommunications facility including
nine directional antennae on a 60-foot pole
and associated equipment shelter for the
parcel of real property known as 2400 South
18th Street (Army Navy Country Club) with
conditions and a review in three (3) years.

July 11, 1998 Extension of U-2918-97-1, subject to all
previous conditions, and with a review in three
(3) years.

July 28, 2001 Deferred use permit (U-2918-97-1) for a
mobile telecommunications facility to the
October 13, 2001 County Board meeting.

October 13, 2001 Deferred use permit (U-2918-97-1) for a
mobile telecommunications facility to the
December 8, 2001 County Board meeting.


