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November 14, 2001

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Request to Advertise for a public hearing to be held on January 26, 2002, for the
purpose of changing and correcting the ordinance on polling places, redefining
some precinct boundaries, moving the location for two polling places, and
creating two new precincts.

RECOMMENDATION: Advertise for a public hearing to change the ordinance establishing
polling places and precinct boundaries to be held on January 26,
2002.

The General Registrar and the Arlington Electoral Board recommend changes to
the county ordinance establishing precinct boundaries and polling places. The
proposed changes will take effect upon receipt of final approval from the U.S.
Department of Justice.

The attached ordinance contains descriptions of precincts and specifies polling
places within those precincts. Below is a discussion of changes to the precincts
and polling places that had been established for the November 6, 2001 General
Election. State law requires that polling places and precincts be established by
County ordinance.

DISCUSSION:  In a December 7, 2000, letter to members of the County Board, the Electoral Board
recommended the addition of at least five new precincts during Fiscal Year 2002. Accordingly, funds
were requested and approved for this purpose. Two new precincts, Arlington Mill and Dawson Terrace,
were proposed and approved prior to the November 6, 2001, General Election. The current proposal
creates two additional precincts. The Electoral Board remains committed to improving the voting process
for Arlington’s voters, and in the coming months will continue to explore the possibility of additional
precincts in both Crystal City and in the Lyon Village/Clarendon areas.

Visual descriptions of the boundary and polling place location changes are provided separate from the
proposed ordinance. (Attachment 1)

Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office:______________________
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Part I: Correct minor technical errors in the current ordinance as follows:

1. Ashton Heights Precinct 002: The polling place is Clarendon United Methodist Church, not
Cherrydale, and the correct address should be 606 North Irving Street.

2. Crystal City Precinct 006: The polling place is listed as “Water Park Towers South.” The word
“South” should be eliminated, as the Water Park complex does not use north and south
designations.

Part II: Proposed relocation of voting locations for current precincts

1. Aurora Hills 003: This proposal would relocate the room used for voting from the mail
processing room to the lunchroom at SOC Enterprises, Inc., 750 23rd Street South. SOC
Enterprises has requested this change so Election Day will be less disruptive to their operations.
The lunchroom was previously used as the polling place for the Crystal City Precinct 006, prior to
their move to their current location. This proposal does not require does not require changes to
the ordinance, but is subject to U.S. Department of Justice approval.

2. Glebe 030: This proposal would change the polling place for the Glebe Precinct (030) from
Arlington Lodge No. 58, 2222 South Shirlington Road, a private facility, to the Charles R. Drew
Community Center, 3500 24th Street South, a public facility. The Drew Center would provide
better space accommodates for the precinct than does the current location.

Part III: Proposed precinct changes: the creation of new precincts and/or shifts of boundaries as
recommended by the Electoral Board

1. Boundary changes to Wilson (010) and Park Lane (018): This proposal would ease overcrowding
in the current Wilson precinct by adjusting the boundaries of both Wilson and Park Lane to move
a portion of Wilson into the current Park Lane precinct. Wilson had 4,492 registered voters as of
the November 6, 2001 General Election, while Park Lane had 1,705. Because of difficulties
encountered in locating a suitable polling place to create a new precinct in the
Wilson/Rosslyn/Courthouse areas, the proposal is to move approximately 1,000 voters from
Wilson to Park Lane. The area for the proposed boundary change is bordered by Wilson
Boulevard, North Court House Road, Arlington Boulevard, and North Rhodes Street. Boundaries
for the two precincts would be adjusted accordingly, and the respective polling places would
remain unchanged.

Number of Registered Voters (approximately)
Before change After change

Wilson (010) 4,492 3,392
Park Lane (018) 1,705 2,705

2. New precinct: Buckingham 045. This proposal would create a new precinct, Buckingham, from
the current Arlington Forest Precinct (025). Arlington Forest is currently one of the County’s
largest precincts, with 3,756 registered voters as of November 6, 2001. The boundaries of the new
precinct would be North George Mason Drive, North Henderson Road, 3rd Street North, North
Park Drive, back to North George Mason Drive, North Carlin Springs Road, North Glebe Road,
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and Arlington Boulevard. Precinct Boundaries for Arlington Forest would be adjusted
accordingly. The proposed polling place is Barrett School, 4401 North Henderson Road.
Approximately 1,950 voters would be affected.

Number of Registered Voters (approximately)
Before change After change

Arlington Forest (025) 3,756 1,800
Buckingham (045) -- 1,950

3. New precinct: Oakland 046. This proposal would create a new precinct, Oakland, from portions
of the current Clarendon (014) and Virginia Square (040) precincts. The two precincts are located
in an area experiencing increased residential growth, a trend expected to continue. The
boundaries for the new precinct would be Fairfax Drive, North Oakland Street, 5th Street North,
North Glebe Road, Wilson Boulevard, and North Stuart Street. Boundaries of Clarendon and
Virginia Square would be adjusted accordingly. The proposed polling place is St. George’s
Episcopal Church, 915 North Oakland Street. Approximately 2,350 voters would be affected.

Number of Registered Voters (approximately)
Before change After change

Clarendon (014) 4,145 3,765
Virginia Square (040) 2,990 2,500
Oakland (046) -- 2,350

Attachments: Detail description of above changes, Ordinance

Staff: Charlotte W. Cleary, Linda Lindberg


