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Section 1.
TOP LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY

(Introduction Requested)

Return of a Portion of State Income Tax Revenues.  In addition to existing state aid to
localities, establish a fair sharing of state income-tax revenues with localities.  Currently
localities rely primarily on real estate tax revenues, which can react slowly or even counter
to over-all economic up-turns.  This can significantly reduce a locality's ability to keep up
with demand for services and with cost increases, especially competitive labor costs, during
those up-turns.  Though it is open to other possible formulas, Arlington County is willing to
support the Virginia Municipal League/Virginia Association of Counties' 50/40/10
proposal, in which a portion of the state income tax would be returned to localities for their
unrestricted use based on a three-part distribution formula:  50 % based on each locality’s
relative share of the state income tax paid by the taxpayers filing returns in each
jurisdiction; 40% based on each locality’s relative share of where wages are earned; and
10% divided equally among all cities and counties.
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Section 2.
Statewide Priority Budget Items to Introduce or Actively Support

(Introduction Requested)

State Budget Commitments.  Ensure that all existing financial commitments to local
governments are met in the FY 2002-2004 biennial budget and in amendments to the
FY 2002 budget.

1. Car Tax Reimbursement.  In 1998, the Commonwealth adopted the Governor’s plan
to all but eliminate the “car tax."  The authorizing statute does not, however, guarantee
full annual state funding to local governments for their respective lost revenue; and the
plan does not provide reimbursement for the local costs to administer the plan.
Additionally, there is inadequate annual state funding to reimburse local governments
for revenue that otherwise may be lost as the result of the 1998 legislation.  Arlington
County supports full state reimbursement of local government  “car tax” administrative
costs for the current fiscal year as well as the next biennium.  Arlington further supports
reimbursement for the local costs required implementing the program.

2. Education Funding (K-12).

a. Arlington County supports the following changes in the state funding formula for
K-12 education that were proposed in the JLARC study presented in November
2001:

1) Restoration of funding for administrative personnel costs excluded since
1993.

2) Inflation factors for FY 2003 and FY 2004 for health insurance
premiums and support costs.

3) Instructional salary increases based on recent, prevailing practice.
4) Sufficient funding in FY 2003 and FY 2004 for a 55% state share for

funding the SOQ based on the prevailing costs for the SOQ in those
years.

5) State share in funding the prevailing costs for art, music, and physical-
education teachers at the elementary-school level and for a 21-1 pupil-
teacher ratio at the secondary-school level.

6) Funding the Virginia Pre-School Initiative at 100% of the “unserved,”
at-risk four-year-olds, using an updated per-pupil grant amount and
including school divisions whose programs pre-date the state program.

b. State funding of Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate tests.
c. State funding for full implementation of the National Teacher Certification Awards.
d. Continuation of state payment of the full cost of retiree health-care credit benefit.
e. Full state funding for pre-kindergarten programs for children with established

needs.
f. Revision of the state eligibility criteria for Qualified Zone Academy Bonds, to

allow school divisions with a high percentage of students on free/reduced lunch to
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qualify for interest-free school-construction loans without having schools in
Empowerment Zones or Enterprise Zones.

3. Law Enforcement Aid (HB 599).  Arlington County supports VML's position that
calls for (1) revising the state code and the appropriations act to clarify that the annual
growth in total HB 599 funding will be based upon the most recent official revenue
forecast available when the General Assembly sets its budget for the biennium and (2)
requiring that, when the governor submits his biennial budget, that HB 599 funding be
based upon the official state revenue forecast used to develop his budget.  VML further
supports adding language setting the HB 599 funding rate once for an entire biennium.

4. Funding for Local Court Service Units.  Arlington County proposes full state funding
compensating the localities of the City of Falls Church, Fairfax County and Arlington
County for approved positions assigned to the local court service units.  The Virginia
Code requires the state to pay “one-half” the compensation of “probation officers and
other court service staff members” approved by the state.  In fiscal year 2000, the state
reimbursed Arlington County for only 28 percent of approved costs (or under-funded
the County by more than $400,000).  Annual state funding to Arlington in the 1990s
has averaged approximately 35 percent.  Consequently, the state did not compensate
Arlington for more than $2 million in the 1990s.  The City of Falls Church and Fairfax
County have experienced similar funding shortfalls.  The three referenced northern
Virginia localities, including Arlington, operate local court service units.  The court
service units are state entities elsewhere throughout the Commonwealth.

5. Health and Human Services.  Arlington supports full funding state commitments in
social services, public health, and for Community Services Boards.

6. Constitutional Officers and Others Covered by the State Compensation Board.
Arlington supports full funding of state obligations for Constitutional Officers.

7. Full State Funding to Virginia’s Public Libraries.  Arlington County proposes that
full funding be provided to the state aid formula for Local Public Libraries and full
funding the state aid formula for Info-Powering the Commonwealth.

8. Taxing Authority Distinctions .  Arlington County supports the recommendation of the
2001 Report of the Commission on Virginia’s State and Local Tax Structure for the 21st

Century “that the distinction in the taxing authority of Virginia’s cities and counties be
eliminated.”  Specifically, Arlington County proposes that counties have the same
taxing authority for the sale of cigarettes as cities have.

9. State Medicaid Regulations.  Arlington County supports changes in the state’s
Medicaid Regulations, to maximize the amount of federal dollars that can be received
by state and local agencies.  Specifically, the County supports a less stringent
interpretation of the federal prohibition against use of Medicaid funds “in lieu of
incarceration” and opposes the loss of rehabilitative services by children being
transitioned from CMSIP to FAMIS.
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10. Sales Tax Referendum.  Arlington County supports a referendum for a sales tax
increase in Northern Virginia on non-essential goods, if the proceeds are earmarked
for transportation and education; and, the dollars are returned directly to the localities.
Support for a specific bill depends on the acceptability of all the included provisions.
Should the referendum pass, any resulting transportation revenues should not relieve
the commonwealth of its responsibility to provide sufficient transportation funding to
this region.
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Section 3.
Arlington-Specific Budget and Taxation Amendments

(Introduction Requested)

1. Transportation Funding.  When a lump sum of transportation funding is proposed by
the General Assembly for allocation among Northern Virginia localities, it is generally
more appropriate and beneficial if Arlington County is included in the "urban" rather
than the "secondary" fund.  The following are priority projects are underfunded and
should be included in the state’s six-year plan for transportation.

q U.S. 50 and Washington Boulevard (VA27), underfunded by $12,086,000;
q U.S. 50 and Glebe Road (VA120), underfunded by  $3,783,000;
q Washington Boulevard (VA27) and Columbia Pike (VA244); underfunded by

$13,698,000;
q U.S. 50, Courthouse Road, and 10th Street North (VA237), underfunded by

$2,808,000;
q U.S. 50 Median Walls, Jackson to Irving, underfunded by $672,000.

The following priority projects are unfunded:
q Rosslyn Metro Station   $700,000.
q Columbia Pike Improvements $1,000,000.
q Courthouse Metro Station  $700,000.
q Route 1 Modifications in South Arlington   $1,300,000.
q Intersection Improvements from/At: Glebe Road and I-395  $1,000,000.

2. George Mason University – the Arlington Campus .  Arlington County supports the
General Fund budget request of George Mason University (GMU) for $36.6 million to
construct the second phase of the long-term redevelopment of the Arlington campus of
George Mason University at Virginia Square.  The funds requested by GMU from the
General Fund will be coupled with university revenue bonds and with Arlington
County funds to finance the project.  The $5 million recently approved by Arlington’s
voters will help leverage a total capital investment in Arlington by the state and the
University of $50.1 million.

3. Historic Preservation.  Arlington County proposes a matching state grant of $75,000
from the General Assembly to renovate the slave quarters at the Arlington House estate.
If received, the $75,00 from the state General Fund will result in the County’s receiving
a $150,000 federal grant.

4. Arlington County's Transient Occupancy Tax.  Arlington proposes to renew its
transient occupancy tax.  Arlington also seeks authority to increase the transient
occupancy tax by an additional 2 % if the Arlington County Board approves
construction of the Arlington Conference Center.
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Section 4.
Policy Legislation to Introduce

1. Applicant Pre-Employment Information.  Arlington County proposes amending the
Code of Virginia to permit submission of information on any job applicants through the
Central Criminal Records Exchange operated by the Virginia State Police to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.  This would be used for any positions that the County
determined was sensitive for security, public health and safety, or fiduciary reasons.
This information is currently required for all Police and Fire employees, most school
employees, and specific employees "with community services boards or behavioral
health authorities."

2. Employee Benefits.  Arlington proposes amendments to the Manager Plan of
Government to provide the flexibility necessary to be a competitive employer in the
Washington area.  Specifically, Arlington seeks authority to a. use local funds to
provide incentives for County and School employees to purchase or rent homes within
Arlington County and b. to provide flexible health care packages to cover employees’
dependents.

3. Hate Crimes.  Arlington County supports legislation to include sexual orientation,
gender, and mental and physical disabilities in Virginia’s hate crime statutes. The law
currently targets those who select their victims because of race, religious conviction,
color or national origin.  The present law does not address those who select their
victims because of their sexual orientation, gender or mental and physical disabilities

4. Precinct Realignment.  To cure a split precinct created by recent redistricting,
Arlington County proposes the incorporation of the one census block currently in the
49th House District to the 30th Senate District.

5. Voter Registration.  Arlington County supports: (a.) retroactive qualification of any
member of a family with an overseas worker, (b.) compliance with federally required
foreign-language voting material, (c.) voting leave for state and local government
employees, (d.) authorization to use the absentee ballot envelope as a conditional voter
application, and (e.) extension of the “designated representative” provision to cover
standard absentee ballots.

6. K-12 Education.  Arlington County supports:

a. Legislation allowing alternative verification of high school credit when student
classroom performance indicates SOL mastery, even though the SOL end-of-course
test would require denial of credit.

b. Legislation to allow retired licensed personnel to return to the classroom within 30
days of retirement with no loss of retirement benefits.

c. Continuation of present state policy allowing local school boards flexibility in
determining appropriate educational strategies for students with limited English
proficiency.

d. Legislation to return control of the public school calendar to local school boards.
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e. Continued non-requirement of seat belt use by students on school buses, in keeping
1999 federal study on that topic.
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Section 5.
Budget Items to Monitor

1. Public Health & Safety.  Support amendments to meet emerging public safety and
public health needs in the Commonwealth, including reimbursement to local
governments for expenses incurred in dealing with immediate biological exposures and
threats, enhancement of local government capacity to deal with threats, and
enhancement of the Virginia Department of Health to support local responses to threats.
Thus, the County supports greater public-health resources to deal with infectious
disease at the state and local levels and greater first-response capacity to bioterrorism
and other major public-health threats.

2. Transportation: NVTC Legislative Package.  Arlington endorses the following
elements in the draft version of the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission
(NVTC) legislative package.

a. Balance funding among modes by fully funding existing transit
programs.

b. Improve transit funding by increasing transit’s share of the
Transportation Trust Fund.

c. Fully utilize the Commonwealth’s existing debt capacity.
d. Support regional regional initiatives to enable improved transportation

and management during emergencies.
e. Make at least 14.7 percent of insurance premium revenues available

each year after FY 2002 to support transit programs.
f. Establish permanent sources of funding for Virginia Railway Express

track leases and regional bus-fare buy-downs.
g. Support the final Barry Subcommittee recommendation that specifies

membership and duties for the Northern Virginia Transportation
Authority, superseding HB2606 adopted in 2001.

h. Accelerate the issuance of bonds approved for Northern Virginia transit
projects by the General Assembly.

3.    Transportation: JLARC Study.  Of the many JLARC recommendations, Arlington
County especially:

a.         Does not support changes that would allocate transportation funding in
regions proportionately to the number of registered vehicles and in local
areas proportionately to the number of centerline miles.  Rather, any
allocation formula should be based on such factors as the amount of
employment in a jurisdiction and the average of the infrastructure, which
are more indicative of need.

b. Supports maintenance as a funding priority for both roads and transit.
c. Supports the creation of an office of multi-modal planning under the

Secretary of Transportation.
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4. Transportation: Other
a. Arlington supports the enactment of a comprehensive and long-term funding

solution to Virginia’s and the region’s transportation problems.
b. Arlington County supports restoration of funds taken from the Transit Trust Funds

to repay Federal Revenue Anticipation Notes (FRANS) since these funds were not
used for transit projects.  Arlington opposes any future efforts to repay FRANS
from the Transit Trust Fund or any other existing sources of transit funding.

c. Arlington supports sufficient transit assistance programs to meet transit assistance
statutory state matching ratio objectives as indicated in the Northern Virginia
Transportation Commission’s agenda.

d. Arlington supports an increase in the transportation fuels tax on a statewide and
regional basis, which should be indexed an annual basis.

e. Arlington County supports the action taken in 2000 to transfer state General Funds
for transportation purposes.

f. Arlington County supports the enactment of legislation providing state tax credits to
employers that provide benefits to their employees who commute (by car pool, van
pool, or mass transit).  The proposal is intended to create incentives for employers
to provide transit benefits.

g. Arlington proposes that sidewalks and bike trails parallel to state roadways be
eligible for the same funding matching ratio as the parallel state roadway.

5. Aging

a. Funding for Home and Community Based Care

• Additional funding for unmet needs for home and community based care,
documented by area agencies on aging at more than $22 million for in-home care,
home-delivered meals, transportation, care coordination, and adult day/respite
services. This request has continued for the past several years; additional funding is
still needed.

• Additional funding for the Department of Social Services to eliminate the wait for
home-based companion services, chore, and homemaker services.

• Fully funding the Virginia Caregivers Grant Program to support caregiving to
family members with two or more impairments in activities of daily living.

• Appropriate $420,000 to the Division of Criminal Justice Services to expand the
Safe Return Program to continue training for law enforcement personnel and
building community awareness in collaboration with the Alzheimer's Association.

• Study ways to promote the wider use of adult foster care and to expand resources
for appropriate government oversight.

b. Pharmaceutical Issues

• Appropriate funding for a pharmaceutical drug assistance program to provide
benefits to eligible Virginians, including low and moderate income elderly and
persons with disabilities.
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c. Housing

• Enactment of authorizing language for the Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD) to target attention for the elderly and persons with
disabilities.

• Allocate $250,000 to DHCD for local public and private agencies' support of low-
cost home modification programs to allow older Virginians to remain in their own
homes.

• Increase support for the Virginia Housing Partnership Fund to strengthen housing
opportunities for low and moderate income older Virginians. 

d. Mental Health 

• Expansion of the Alzheimer's Association Chapters' HelpLine counseling and
referral services to serve 100,000 Virginia families living with dementia by helping
to avert or resolve crisis, as well as appropriately postponing institutionalization at
state expense.

• Support allocation of mental health resources for older persons and their caregivers,
including adequate services in nursing facilities, assisted living and home and
community based settings.

e. Affordable Assisted Living

• Support enactment of a three-area pilot project to supplement operating costs for
assisted living, in conjunction with federally subsidized facilities. The pilot project
would be conducted in conjunction with the Virginia Housing Development
Authority, the Department of Housing and Community Development, and the
Housing Study Commission, to demonstrate the cost-effective use of operating
subsidies for such projects.

f. Recruitment and Retention of Long-Term Care staff

• Development of a staffing standard with appropriation of sufficient funds to
implement the staffing standard.

• Strengthen training and increase recognition for long-term care staff, including
expansion of dementia-specific training through the Alzheimer's Association and
support for the Nursing Assistant Institute to develop a trained and stable long-term
care workforce of direct care providers.

g. Oversight of Long-Term Care Facilities  

• Full funding for the local Long Term Care Ombudsman Programs, including $1.5
million statewide to meet the recommended ratio of one full-time staff person per
every 2,000 beds. This is a continuing request; additional funding is still needed.
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• Additional resources for state licensure staff to insure that there is an adequate
number of surveyors to insure the safety of residents through regular inspections
and complaint investigations, and for additional staff training.

• Development of procedures for relocation of residents in the event of voluntary or
involuntary closure. Procedures would specify an adequate notice period,
involvement of the long-term care ombudsman and resident/family councils,
resident assessment and discharge plans, consideration of community-based
alternatives, prohibition on relocation to troubled facilities which enforcement
actions are pending, and a tracking system to maintain data on relocation.

• Conduct a study by the Joint Commission on Health Care of the state's nursing
facility level-of-care requirements.

h. Protection of Older Adults

• Strengthening of Adult Protective Services programs by the provision of $3.1
million for local programs. This is a continuing request; some funding was provided
two years ago, and additional funding is still needed.

• Support funding to the Department for the Aging for the Public Guardian and
Conservator Program to continue the nine existing local programs at $500,000 per
year, and to add $200,000 for four new programs each year until the entire state is
covered.

i. Telemarketing

• Strengthen the Virginia Telephone Privacy Protection Act (HB 2427) to provide
increased protections for vulnerable Virginians who have a serious cognitive deficit
and to consider protections against Internet fraud.

j. Statewide Survey of Older Virginians

• Appropriate $240,000 for a Statewide Survey of Older Virginians to be conducted
by the Virginia Center on Aging and other partner organizations.

6. Grant Funding for Citizenship Programs .  Arlington County supports a state grant
assistance program to promote citizenship.  The County proposes that the state
designate an agency to award annual grant funding to qualifying agencies and programs
throughout the Commonwealth that assist willing residents and new arrivals to
naturalize and become citizens.

7. Housing - Virginia Housing Partnership Fund (VHPF).  Arlington County supports
an appropriation of $26 million to restore the VHPF ($13 million in each year of the
next biennium).  The VHPF is managed by the Virginia Department of Housing and
Community Development and provides loans for housing and homeless projects.  The
state has not funded the initiative since FY 1997 and the Fund balance is presently less
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than $2.5 million.  Before FY 1996, the Fund annually retained a balance of
approximately $12 million.

8. Qualified Zone Academy Bonds.  Arlington County and the Arlington County School
Board support legislation that would revise the state criteria for eligibility for Qualified
Zone Academy Bonds to allow school divisions with a high percentage of students on
free or reduced-price lunch to be eligible for the interest-free loans for school
construction without having schools in Empowerment or Enterprise Zones.

9. Homeless Assistance.  Arlington County supports the introduction and adoption of FY
2002 budget amendments totaling more than $7.5 million to increase statewide support
for homeless intervention programs, assistance for emergency and transitional shelters,
and funding for homeless children’s service coordinators.

10. State Match Funding for the Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery Program and
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program.  Arlington supports allocating
matching funds to enable Virginia to take full advantage of federal funding for land
conservation under the Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA) or other federal
legislation. Various federal funds are (or could be) available for land conservation
activities at the local and state levels.

11. Virginia Land Conservation Foundation.  Arlington supports the dedication of
targeted state funding for the VLCF. The VLCF is seeking a state general fund
appropriation of $40 million to establish the Fund.  The Conservation Land Coalition of
Virginia, a statewide group comprised of more than 30 conservation organizations,
successfully reconstituted the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation (VLCF) in 1999
to serve as the primary vehicle for statewide land conservation efforts.

12. Technology Funding.  Arlington supports state financial assistance to localities to
purchase computer equipment that does not have the 20-year life typically used for
capital spending.  Arlington proposes that the state provide a fund that localities could
borrow from and pay back over a 3-5 year period, with interest below market rates.
Alternatively, the state could issue its own 3-5 year technology bonds.

13. Assistance in Funding State-Mandated Local Solid Waste Plans.  Recently adopted
amendments to the Regulations for Solid Waste Management Planning require local
governments to develop and submit completely new solid waste management plans by
2004.  The anticipated cost for Arlington is $50,000.  The state should help fund this
planning effort with grants to localities, as it did with other environmental mandates, in
such areas as Chesapeake Bay Preservation and Water Quality Improvement.

14. Meals Tax.  Arlington County supports an increase in the combined 4.5% cap on sales
and use taxes, should the General Assembly approve a sales tax increase that would
otherwise reduce the allowed meals tax.
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Section 6.
Policy Legislation to Monitor

1. Health Insurance for Children (FAMIS).  Arlington supports eliminating
requirement of monthly premiums for families between 150-200 percent of poverty and
supports providing for annual recertification rather than monthly.

2. Public Contract Provisions .  Arlington County proposes repealing the statute that
prohibits public contract provisions that bar monetary damages against a locality for
certain construction delays.  Monetary claims sometimes are brought by the approved
contractor in an attempt to compensate him or her for an overly low bid.  Such
provisions should be negotiated and agreed to by the contracting parties and not
eliminated as a negotiated item by state law.  In the 2001 General Assembly, Senator
Ticer introduced SB 1176, which would have achieved that repeal.  After strong
opposition from lobbying groups, she withdrew the bill and got commitments from
all parties to study the issue prior to the 2002 legislative session.

3. Undergrounding Utilities. Arlington County proposes that JLARC perform a study
and prepare a report to the General Assembly on:  the cost of utility undergrounding,
alternative funding mechanisms, authority to secure right-of-way for private utilities,
authority to insure cooperation from adjacent property owners, authority to require
undergrounding in publicly designated “undergrounding districts,” and relief from taxes
and tariffs imposed by private utility operators.

4. Utility Marking Fee.  In 1998 the General Assembly amended the state code to
prohibit charging right-of-way permit fees to telecommunication providers.  This
amendment has made it unclear whether localities may charge utility-marking fees to
telecommunication providers, to help defray localities' costs for the one-call center and
contracted utility marking (aka Miss Utility).  Such a charge would equitably place the
marking cost on the party performing the excavation and construction.

5. Public Safety

a. Contributory Negligence.  Arlington County supports legislation eliminating
contributory negligence as a defense for drivers of vehicles involved in accidents
with pedestrians crossing a highway within a marked crosswalk.  The legislation
should only apply to pedestrians using a crosswalk in accordance with all
requirements, such as traffic signals, applicable to pedestrian crossings of highways.

b. Peeping or Spying into a Dwelling or Enclosure .  Arlington County supports
increasing the punishment faced by habitual sexual misdemeanants by treating
repeat offenses as felonies.

c. Legal Sufficiency of Belief that Property Is Stolen.  For prosecution of "receiving
stolen property," the state code currently requires the property in question to have
been actually stolen.  This requirement complicates certain undercover police
operations dealing with stolen-property crimes.
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d. Photo/Radar Enforcement Against Speeding.  Arlington County supports
enabling legislation for local governments to adopt ordinances instituting
photo/radar enforcement against speeding.

6. Advertising Requirements for Zoning Amendments.  Arlington County proposes
that advertisement on the Web or cable television be allowed to replace the requirement
a printed advertisement in the newspaper.

7. Housing.

a. Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act (VRLTA).  Arlington County
supports expanding the application of the VRLTA to all rental units in the state.

b. Legal Aid Information.  Arlington County proposes that all federally assisted
rental tenants obtain information regarding the availability of legal services in the
case they receive a “notice to quit the Premises or of termination of tenancy.”

c. Multi-Unit Rental Property Sales to Tenant or Non-Profits.  Arlington County
proposes a separate and lower state tax rate of 2.3 percent on the taxable proceeds
of the sale of multi-family rental property to an organization composed of existing
tenants or to nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations.

e. Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA) Mortgage Programs .
Arlington County supports making VHDA mortgages available to unmarried and
unrelated individuals who otherwise qualify for financial assistance.

8. Land Application of Biosolids .  Arlington County opposes legislation permitting the
banning of the application of biosolids on agricultural land, provided that such
application is in keeping with applicable Virginia Department of Health regulations.

9. State Solid-Waste Planning.  Arlington County supports legislation that requires a
statewide solid waste management strategic plan.
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Section 7.
Policy Statements

1. Local Land Use Authority.  Arlington County opposes the diminution of local land
use authority, either by further limiting the scope of existing authority or by creating
new and more elaborate land use regulatory processes.  Arlington County supports the
concept that most disputes over land use authority are local in character and should be
resolved at the local level.

2. Interstate I-66.  Arlington County opposes any changes in the configuration and
design of Interstate 66 (I-66) until a comprehensive regional plan is in place, arrived at
with community consensus, that is internally consistent, cost-effective, environmentally
sensitive, promotes sound land use decisions as demonstrated in the 2020 plan
endorsement resolution, and that accords a primacy to non-roadway solutions,
especially public transit.

3. Tobacco Safety.  Arlington supports efforts to control youth access to tobacco
products, including legislation to prohibit the unregulated sale of tobacco products to
minors.  Arlington County also supports initiatives to expand the requirements of the
Clean Air Act of Virginia to prohibit smoking in all enclosed common or public areas,
including, and for example, throughout shopping malls and in restaurants.

4. Energy Conservation.  Arlington County is concerned about high rates of energy use
that lead both to conventional air pollution and to release of greenhouse gases.  The
County, therefore, supports measures that might reduce energy use or encourage
substitution of non-polluting (or less polluting) energy sources for polluting ones.
Specifically, the County supports tax incentives for more energy-efficient and reduced-
pollution innovations in both residential and commercial development as well as in
appliances.

5. Protection of Personal Privacy.  Arlington supports the decriminalization of the
present felony offense for consenting and unrelated persons above the age of 18 years
who carnally know a male or female, and who voluntarily submit to such carnal
knowledge.

6. Gun Safety.  Arlington supports legislation to ensure the safety of the public and
children including:  (a.) enabling legislation permitting the County to enact an
ordinance prohibiting the possession of dangerous weapons, including firearms, in or
upon any facility or property owned or leased by the County; (b.) repealing the
administrative approval process for the issuance of concealed weapons and replacing it
with the former law that provided for Circuit Court discretion; (c.) requiring handgun
owners to purchase no-fault personal injury insurance for their handguns; (d.) allowing
localities to adopt an ordinance requiring firearm dealers to provide, or sell, a child
safety lock as part of the sale of all handguns; (e.) requiring every handgun sold in
Virginia two years from the date of enactment of the legislation to be childproof; and
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(f.) Opposing legislation repealing the current ban on concealed weapons in
establishments serving alcoholic beverages.

7. Pedestrian Safety.  Arlington County supports the adoption of legislation that
incorporates the recommendations of "Safe Walking in the Commonwealth:  An
Analysis and Clarification of the Code of Virginia,” which provided specific legislative
recommendations intended to enhance pedestrian and motor safety.  More generally,
Arlington County supports measures that improve pedestrian safety and increase
funding for that purpose.

8. Local Self-Determination.   For many issues in a community, it is local government
that can best fashion a remedy that is efficient, effective, and sensitive to the particular
circumstances, since it closest to the community being served and the challenges being
addressed.  For that reason, Arlington County supports a relaxation of the Dillon Rule
to allow for greater local self-determination.  Specifically, the County supports the
recommendation of the 2001 Report of the Commission on Virginia’s State and Local
Tax Structure for the 21st Century “that the distinction in the taxing authority of
Virginia’s cities and counties be eliminated.”

9. Women’s Issues.  Arlington County supports legislation that preserves and enhances
the rights of women, including their civil rights, health and aging protection, equitable
economic treatment, protection from domestic violence, and access to child care and
child health care.


