
STAFF: Tom O’Reilly, Real Estate Coordinator
Reviewed by County Attorney’s Office:______________

April 11, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: An Ordinance to Vacate a Storm Sewer Easement on Lot 46A, Colonial
Heights Subdivision and a Sanitary Sewer Easement on Lot 48A, Colonial
Heights Subdivision (1633 Colonial Terrace), with conditions.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the requested vacation, and enact the attached
Ordinance to Vacate a Storm Sewer Easement on Lot 46A,
Colonial Heights Subdivision and a Sanitary Sewer Easement
on Lot 48A, Colonial Heights Subdivision, with conditions.
Authorize the Real Estate Coordinator to execute the Deed of
Vacation on behalf of the County Board, subject to approval as
to form by the County Attorney.

BACKGROUND:  The subject vacation of a Storm Sewer Easement on Lot 46A, Colonial
Heights Subdivision and a Sanitary Sewer Easement on Lot 48A, Colonial Heights
Subdivision was requested by Thomas Colucci, Esq. of Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse,
Emrich & Lubeley on behalf of Colonial Terrace LLC (Greystar Atlantic) (the “Applicant”),
the contract owner and developer of the property. The vacation of the easements is being
requested in conjunction with a by right redevelopment for a 34 unit residential
condominium redevelopment.

The subject property is currently improved with two apartment buildings, each containing
sixteen units, which were constructed in 1957.  The developer plans to demolish the
buildings and construct a 34 unit, four story with loft condominium as a by right
development.  Parking will be provided under the building. The units will range from 810
square feet to 1330 square feet two bedroom units, with prices from $235,000 to
$415,000.

As this is a by right development, the developer is not required to provide assistance to
the existing tenants, nor is there any requirement for replacement of the existing units or
provision for affordable housing.  The developer has agreed, in a letter to staff, to provide
the existing tenants with a relocation plan that incorporates the County’s Tenant
Relocation Guidelines for site plan projects, which includes 120 day notices and the
equivalent of one month rent.  In order to further the County goal of providing
opportunities for housing for all segments of our population, the developer, by a letter
provided to staff, has agreed to incorporate the concept of universal design, which
addresses the scope of accessibility for the use of the unit by most people, regardless of
their level of ability or disability, into the design and construction of the eight first floor
units.  (Adjustments to the project’s designed room sizes may not be possible for the
smaller units.)  Universal design incorporates products and building features that are



Colonial Heights Utility Vacation
April 20, 2002 County Board meeting

placed differently, selected carefully, or omitted.  Common examples are audible and
visual alarm systems, door handles that do not require gripping, kitchen counters that can
be height adjusted, and reinforcing behind bathroom walls to allow future grab bar
installation.

LEGAL AND PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: The subject easement for a sanitary
sewer was created by an Agreement recorded in Deed Book 465 at Page 34, and the
easement for storm sewer was created by recordation of the subdivision plat for Colonial
Heights in Deed Book 496 at Page 576.  The County currently has an eight inch sanitary
sewer line and a twelve inch storm sewer line in the easements, which will be relocated
by the developer.  As a condition of the Ordinance of Vacation, new easements for the
relocated utilities are required to be dedicated by the developer.

COMPENSATION:  There is no compensation for vacating the easements.  This follows
the established practice of not charging for utility easements when they are no longer
necessary or will be relocated for a development at the applicant or developer’s expense.

CONCLUSION:  Staff recommends enactment of an Ordinance to Vacate a Storm Sewer
Easement on Lot 46A, Colonial Heights Subdivision and a Sanitary Sewer Easement on
Lot 48A, Colonial Heights Subdivision (1633 Colonial Terrace), subject to the following
conditions.

1.  All conditions of the Ordinance of Vacation shall be met within two years  (April 21,
2004) from enactment of this Ordinance or the Ordinance shall become null and void.

2.  The property owner shall prepare and submit to the County for approval, and record
all plats, the deed of vacation, the deeds of easement for storm sewer and sanitary
sewer, subject to the approval of the County Manager, or his designee, and approval as
to form by the County Attorney.

3.  The design, construction, and location of the relocated sanitary sewer and the storm
sewer shall be acceptable to the County Manager or his designee.  The Applicant shall
dedicate to the County easements for storm sewer and sanitary sewer for the relocated
utilities.

4.  Applicant shall pay all fees, including the fees for recording the required documents,
associated with the Ordinance of Vacation.

PUBLIC NOTICE:  Public notice was given in accordance with § 15.2-2204 of the Code of
Virginia.  Notices were placed in the March 26, 2002 and the April 2, 2002 issues of the
Arlington Journal for the County Board meeting of April 20, 2002.

ORDINANCE TO VACATE A STORM SEWER EASEMENT ON LOT 46A, COLONIAL
HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION AND A SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT ON LOT 48A,
COLONIAL HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION (1633 COLONIAL TERRACE), WITH
CONDITIONS.

Be it ordained that, pursuant to a request on file in the Office of Support Services,
the Easement for Storm Sewer on lot 46A, Colonial Heights Subdivision recorded in
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Deed Book 496 Page 576 and an Easement for Sanitary Sewer on lot 48A, Colonial
Heights Subdivision recorded in Deed Book 465  Page 34, shown on the plat attached to
the County Manager’s April 11, 2002 report, are hereby vacated subject to the following
conditions:

1.  All conditions of the Ordinance of Vacation shall be met within two years  (April 21,
2004) from enactment of this Ordinance or the Ordinance shall become null and void.

2.  The property owner shall prepare and submit to the County for approval, and record
all plats, the deed of vacation, the deeds of easement for storm sewer and sanitary
sewer, subject to the approval of the County Manager, or his designee, and approval as
to form by the County Attorney.

3.  The design, construction, and location of the relocated sanitary sewer and the storm
sewer shall be acceptable to the County Manager or his designee.  The Applicant shall
dedicate to the County easements for storm sewer and sanitary sewer for the relocated
utilities.

4.  Applicant shall pay all fees, including the fees for recording the required documents,
associated with the Ordinance of Vacation.


