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April 9, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Motiva Enterprises LLC, Owner

BY: Nan Terpak, Agent/Attorney
Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich and Lubeley
2200 Clarendon Boulevard, 13th Floor
Arlington, Virginia  22201

SUBJECT: U-2341-82-1  Use Permit Amendment Request comprehensive sign
plan; on premises known as 4030 Wilson Blvd.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve an amendment to a comprehensive sign
plan, subject to all previous conditions, new
conditions #4 and #5 and as administratively
approved by the Zoning Office on September 17,
2001 and with an administrative review in one (1)
year.  (April 2003)

SITE: The site contains an existing Shell gas-and-go service station and
car wash on a 29,931 square-foot lot, including two pump islands
with two, three-hose pumps per island, one kiosk, one canopy, and
one single-story car wash building.  The property is located at the
corner of the intersection of North Randolph Street and Wilson
Boulevard in Ballston.  It is surrounded by high-density mixed uses.
To the north are Wilson Boulevard and a three-building, 13-story
office complex.  To the northwest across the intersection of North
Randolph Street and Wilson Boulevard is a 22-story residential
complex.  To the west are North Randolph Street and the Ballston
Common shopping center and garage.  To the south and east is a
bus depot for Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.

ZONING: "C-2" Service Commercial -- Community Business District.

LAND USE: "Medium" Office Apartment Hotel (Office Density of 2.5 F.A.R.
allow.; Apartment Density of up to 115 units/acre and Hotel
Density of up to 180 units/acre.  Located in the "North Quincy
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Street Coordinated Mixed Use District".

NEIGHBORHOOD: Ashton Heights Civic Association, Ballston-Virginia Square Civic
Association and the Ballston Partnership.

BACKGROUND:
This use permit for a gas-and-go facility with a car wash was approved in 1982.  It was
last continued in 1988 with no further review.  Shell Oil Company filed a use permit
amendment request to amend the building facade, which was later withdrawn in
February 1992.  An identical use permit amendment request filing was withdrawn in
December 1993.  An administrative approval request to replace the existing corner
freestanding identification sign with a new masonry monument sign, to renovate the car
wash building in order to accommodate a relocated sales area and to remove the
existing kiosk was approved by the Zoning Office in May 1994.  In September 2001, the
applicant was granted an administrative approval to permit the modifications to the
service station including the portico of the building, signage on the multi-product
dispensers and refacing of the existing freestanding monument sign.  In addition to the
approved signage the applicant was permitted a yellow canopy and to maintain the
existing yellow soffit.  The subject proposal would permit the applicant to modify the
existing yellow canopy to include the application of a red non-illuminated 3-D band
along the base of all four sides of the existing canopy and to paint the existing yellow
soffit white.  None of the proposed modifications would be illuminated.

STAFF ANALYSIS OF EXISTING POLICY:
In the past, staff has generally not supported the introduction and/or the use of color
on gas station canopies.  Staff has instead attempted to require plain canopies without
message content on all gas stations approved under use permit.  In light of the
increased desire to use corporate colors on gas station canopies, staff recently re-
evaluated the County's policy on the use of colors on canopies on service/gas stations in
light of the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and the County's "Sign Guidelines for
Site Plan Buildings.  (A Policy Paper including amendments to the existing policy on gas
station canopies will be submitted in Supplemental Distribution prior to the April 20,
2002 County Board Meeting.)

DISCUSSION/APPLICANT'S PROPOSAL:
The service station currently has approved signage totaling 74 square feet.  The
September 2001 administrative approval reduced the signage on the site to 38.22
square feet.  The small building on the site contained a "Shell" sign of 19.50 square feet
(to be removed), a Shell "logo" of four (4) square feet (to be removed) and a "Car
Wash" sign of 10.50 square feet (to be removed).  Thus a total of 34 square feet of
signs will be removed from the building alone.  In addition, the existing 60 square-foot
monument sign would be reclad resulting in four (4) square feet of less signage
because of a new pricing panel.
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The signs remaining on the site following the administrative approval include one (1)
"Car Wash" sign of 4.22 square feet mounted on the fascia of the building.  In addition,
the existing 10-foot high by 6 square-foot monument sign would remain and would be
reclad with panels of double-faced internally illuminated signs consisting of the Shell
"logo" measuring 16 square feet; a small "Car Wash" sign measuring four (4) square
feet and "Price Sign" panel measuring 14 square feet.  In addition the two (2) pump
islands on the site would contain four (4) pumps with pump valances containing the
message "Shell".  The valances measure 5.5 feet by 2.4 feet for a total of 13.2 square
feet of signage.  The existing canopy would be yellow with a red soffit.

The existing canopy would be yellow and would contain a red "3-D" band around its
base.  The existing soffit is currently red in color, however the applicant is proposing to
remove the red color from the soffit and provide a white soffit in its place.  The subject
request to adjust the colors on the existing canopy is reasonable.  There would be no
internal illumination of the canopy fascia.  The placement of the red 3-D band to the
yellow canopy would have minimal impact in the area given the limited size of the band
and the removal of the yellow color from the existing soffit and repainting it white.

TOTAL SIGNAGE TO BE APPROVED ON THE SITE:
TYPE # OF SIGNS SIZE QTY. AREA (S.F.)

CAR WASH 
BLDG.
CAR WASH 1 0.85'X4.97' 1   4.22 s.f.
((FASCIA MOUNTED)

MONUMENT SIGN 1-- 10 x 6 1  60.00 s.f.

SHELL LOGO 1 4.0'X4.0' 1  16.00
s.f.
CAR WASH 1 1.0'X4.0' 1   4.00
s.f.
PRICE SIGNS 1 3.5X4.00 1  14.00
s.f.

PUMP SPANDRELS 4 5.5'X2.4' 4  13.20 s.f.

TOTALS 9 9 111.42
s.f.

CIVIC ASSOCIATION:
The Ballston-Virginia Square Civic association has submitted a letter stating that "the
Ballston-Virginia Square Civic Association has no objections to the signage proposal for
the Shell Service Station at 4030 Wilson Boulevard."  (See attached).

PRIVATE/PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP:
The Ballston Partnership has expressed no opposition to the subject request.
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CONCLUSION:  No adverse impacts from the modification of the existing canopy
by are anticipated.  The site is located along Wilson Boulevard and North Randolph
Street in Ballston and it is generally surrounded by high rise commercial and office uses.
 All existing illumination associated with the subject canopy would remain recessed and
no new illumination is proposed.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit
amendment to amend the existing comprehensive sign plan be approved subject to all
previous conditions, new conditions #4 and #5 and as administratively approved by the
Zoning Office on September 17, 2001 and with an administrative review in one (1)
year. (April 2003)

4. A total of 111.42 square feet of signage is permitted on the subject site,
including signage on gas pumps.  The applicant agrees to obtain permits
for all signs. The applicant agrees to implement all sign changes as
approved administratively by the Zoning Administrator on September 17,
2001. The applicant further agrees that there shall be no changes made to
the existing canopy, nor shall permits be issued for any sign, until the
changes approved by the Zoning Administrator on September 17, 2001
have been made.

5. The applicant agrees that the proposed canopy shall be limited to a
maximum of three colors.  The applicant agrees that the canopy shall be
constructed of a solid material that would not allow light to shine through
and that the lighting associated with the canopy shall be recessed and
lighting fixtures shall not drop below the canopy so as to be visible from
the public rights-of way.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

August 7, 1982 Approved use permit request (U-2341-82-1) for an
automobile service station, subject to the conditions of
the staff report, and with a review in three (3) years.

August 17, 1985 Continued use permit (U-2341-82-1) for an automobile
service station, subject to the original conditions, with a
review in three (3) years.

August 13, 1988 Continued use permit (U-2341-82-1), subject to the
original conditions, with no further review.

February 8, 1992 Accepted withdrawal of use permit amendment request
(U-2341-82-1) to modify the facade of the existing car
wash, kiosk, and canopy, and to amend condition #3 to
permit new and additional signage.

December 11, 1993 Accepted withdrawal of use permit amendment request
(U-2341-82-1) to modify the facade of the existing car
wash, kiosk, and canopy, and to amend condition #3 to
permit new and additional signage.

July 9, 1994 Approved use permit amendment request (U-2341-82-1)
to modify the existing automobile service station and car
wash including refacing of the car wash and canopy, the
additional spandral over the pumps and new signs for the
site subject to all previous conditions and a new
condition #3 with a review in one (1) year.

July 8, 1995 Continued use permit (U-2341-82-1) with a review in
three (3) years.

January 26, 2002 Deferred use permit amendment request (U-2341-82-1)
for a comprehensive sign plan to the March 9, 2002
County Board meeting.

March 9, 2002 Deferred use permit request (U-2341-82-1) for a
comprehensive sign plan to the April 20, 2002 County
Board meeting.


