
STAFF:  Rebecca Torma, Zoning Administration
County Board Hearing – April 20, 2002
County Attorney:_________
PLA-2782

April 9, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: 2050 Wilson Blvd LLC

   BY: Dan Wechsler, Agent
2055 15th Street North, 2nd Floor
Arlington, Virginia 22201

SUBJECT: SP #345 SITE PLAN AMENDMENT: Request for a rooftop sign;
premises known as 2121 South 15th Street.

SITE: The site, comprising 24,137 square feet, occupies the block
bounded by Clarendon Boulevard, North Veitch Street, 15th

Street North and North Uhle Street.

ZONING: “C-O” Commercial Office Building, Hotel and Apartment Districts

LAND USE: The site is designated “High Density Mixed Use” on the General
Land Use Plan.

NEIGHBORHOOD: The site is located in the Clarendon Courthouse Civic
Association.  Other associations notified include Colonial Village,
Lyon Village Civic Association, Radnor-Fort Myers Heights Civic
Association and Lyon Park Civic Association.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the site plan amendment request
permitting a 49 square foot rooftop sign subject to
the conditions.

BACKGROUND: 
This site plan was approved in October 2000, for a three-story office building with retail
on the ground floor.  Because the Metro Station is located 18 feet below the site, no
parking is being provided.  This building was approved with conditions and Strayer
University as the major tenant.  The applicant has stated that Strayer University would
occupy the upper two floors.  The ground floor of the building would be devoted to
retail with the intention that a major pharmacy, such as CVS, and another retail tenant
would occupy this floor.  Also, the applicant would have some office on the ground
floor.
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One of the conditions of approval included that all proposed rooftop signs required a
site plan amendment (Condition #35). 

DISCUSSION:
Below is a summary of the approved comprehensive sign plan.

CVS Sign on Clarendon Blvd   19 Sq. Ft.
CVS Sign of building point  24 Sq. Ft.
CVS Blade sign on Clarendon Blvd    5 Sq. Ft.

Strayer University sign on 15th St N   46 Sq. Ft.
Strayer University sign on building point   49 Sq. Ft.

Suntrust Bank sign on 15th St N   16 Sq. Ft.
Suntrust ATM sign     9 Sq. Ft.
Suntrust blade sign  2.4 Sq. Ft.
Suntrust Blue fabric awnings 180 Sq. Ft.

This proposal is for an amendment to the comprehensive sign plan.  The original
comprehensive sign plan for the entire building was approved with the Site Plan in
October 2000.  The applicant is proposing to install the building point sign 43 feet
above grade instead of 29 feet above grade as approved in the comprehensive sign
plan.  The Sign Guidelines define signs above 35 feet to be a “rooftop sign.”  The sign
will read “Strayer University,” be lit from below and will be “Strayer blue” in color.  The
letters will measure 18 inches high and be attached in two rows.  The total sign area is
49 square feet, which does not exceed what was previously approved.  This sign will
face the commercial uses along Clarendon Boulevard and North Veitch Street in the
Courthouse area.

This sign is in accordance with other similarity located rooftop signs in the area.  
Conditions have been included in the staff report aimed at mitigating potential impacts.
The applicant has agreed to not illuminate the sign between the hours of 11:00 PM and
6:00 AM (Condition 1).

CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:
The Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association stated the applicant would be giving a
presentation to the association on April 10, 2002.  The Civic Association President
stated that input would be provided following the meeting. Staff contacted Colonial
Village, Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association, Lyon Village Civic Association,
Radnor-Fort Myers Heights Civic Associations and Lyon Park Civic Association.  At the
time of this writing, staff had not received any comments from the other Civic
Associations.
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CONCLUSION:
Staff believes that the proposed sign is consistent with other signage approved for other
similar buildings in the area.  The location of the sign on the third floor would not
adversely impact the immediate neighborhoods.  Staff is recommending that the site
plan amendment request to amend the comprehensive sign plan to permit Strayer
University’s sign at the corner of North Clarendon and North Veitch be located at either
43 feet or 29 feet, at the applicant’s option.  The rooftop version of the sign is shown
on the attached drawings dated 5/21/2001 and entitled building elevation at the corner
of Clarendon Boulevard and North Veitch Street.  Conditions have been included to
support the approval of this request.  Therefore, it is recommended this site plan
amendment for a rooftop sign be approved subject to the following conditions.

CONDITIONS:
1. The applicant agrees sign shall not be illuminated between the hours of 11:00 PM

and 6:00 AM.

2. The applicant agrees that it shall have the option to install the 49 square foot sign
that was previously approved by the County Board in October, 2000, either as a
rooftop sign or at the height that was previously approved, but not both.

3. The applicant agrees that, if a rooftop sign is installed, the size, design and color of
the sign shall be as shown on the drawing entitled “Corner of North Clarendon and
North Veitch,” as included on a plan of Color Exterior Elevations dated 5/21/2001,
and approved by the Zoning Administrator on September 6, 2001.  Such sign shall
be located at a height of 43 feet.

4. The applicant agrees that there will be no change made to any aspect of the sign as
approved by the County Board on April 20, 2002.  Any changes to the sign would
require review and approval by the County Manager or designee.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 

October 10, 2000 (z-2471-00-1) Rezoned block bounded by Clarendon
Boulevard, North Veitch Street, 15th Street North, and
North Uhle Street (Courthouse Metro Station) from
“C-3” to “C-O” and a site plan for a three- (3) story
office and retail building.


