
 
STAFF: Wei H. Smith, DCPHD, Planning Division 
 Barbara Price, DHS, Child Care Office 
 
County Board Meeting – December 7, 2002 
PLA-3059 

 November 21, 2002 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: The Virginia Waldorf School Initiative, Occupant  
                  3609 North Abingdon Street  
                  Arlington, Virginia  22207 
 
BY: Lawrence Rudolph, President  
 
SUBJECT: U-3019-01-1 USE PERMIT REVIEW for a parent/child activity 

kindergarten and first grade class; premises known as 935 S. 23rd 
St. (Virginia Waldorf School Initiative) (RPC #36-032-001) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Continue, subject to all previous conditions, with a 

review in three (3) years (December 2005).  
 
BACKGROUND 
The applicant began operating a preschool through first grade program for children 
between the ages of two (2) and seven (7) in 2001, after being approved by the County 
Board.  The program currently consists of a parent-child activity for children ages two 
(2) to four (4) and kindergarten classes for children ages four (4) to six (6). The 
applicant also proposed a first grade class for children ages six (6) and seven (7); 
however, the class will not start until September 2003 at the earliest.  
 
The parent-child activity operates three (3) mornings per week from approximately 8:30 
a.m. to 12:00 noon for fifteen (15) children with their parents.  The program introduces 
the young child to school and parents are required to be present during the entire time 
that the child is involved in the program. The kindergarten classes, referred to as the 
Children's Garden, operates five (5) mornings per week (Monday through Friday) for a 
half-day from approximately 8:30 a.m. through 1:00 p.m. for up to 20 children.  There 
is adequate outdoor and indoor space for the program.  
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SINCE APPROVAL (DECEMBER 8, 2001):   
 
• USE PERMIT CONDITIONS:  The use has operated in compliance with the 

conditions of the use permit approval during the review period.  
 
• COMMUNITY CODE ENFORCEMENT:  The Community Code Enforcement staff 

reports no issues with the subject use. 
 
• FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE:  From the recent inspection of the subject site, staff 

reports that the use is in compliance with the State and local fire codes.  
 
• CHILD CARE OFFICE:  The Child Care Office reports that the use is in compliance 

with all State and local child care codes.  
 
• CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:  Aurora Highlands Civic Association and Arlington Ridge 

Civic Association were notified of the upcoming use permit review.  Arlington Ridge 
Civic Association reports that they have no objection for the renewal of the subject 
use.  To date, the Aurora Highlands Civic Association has not responded.  

 
CONCLUSION 
The applicant has worked cooperatively with the County's Child Care Office and in 
compliance with all State and local codes.  Child Care staff will continue to work with 
the applicant to ensure that all State and local codes are adhered to.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the use permit be continued, subject to all previous conditions, with 
a review in three (3) years (December 2005). 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  
  

December 8, 2001 Approved for a parent-child activity for up to 16 
children per half day, kindergarten for up to 20 
children per half day and first grade class for up to 23 
children to begin September 2003; on premises 
known as 935 23rd Street South, subject to the 
conditions with a review in one (1) year (December, 
2002). 

 


