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 November 26, 2002 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Aura and Rocio Valarezo, Owners 
 919 16th Street South 
 Arlington, Virginia  22202 
 
SUBJECT: U-1243-56-2 Use Permit Amendment to change ages from 2 to 6 

years to 0 to 13 years; on premises known as 913 23rd Street 
South. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve, subject to the conditions of staff report and 

with a review in one (1) year (December 2003). 
 
SITE: The site is located on the north side of 23rd Street South between 

South Ives Street to the east and South Joyce Street to the west.  
The parcel is developed with a two-story structure and surface 
parking lots located on both sides of the structure.  Located in a 
residential neighborhood the site is generally surrounded by 
single-family residential uses. 

 
ZONING: "R-6" One-Family Dwelling Districts. 
 
LAND USE: Designated "Low" Residential (1 to 10 units per acre) on the 

General Land Use Plan. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD: Arlington Ridge Civic Association and the Aurora Highlands Civic 

Association. 
 
SUMMARY: The applicant has provided day care services in a family day care 

home located at 919 16th Street South with the required certificate 
of occupancy since 1995.  Since May 2002 the applicant has also 
operated the Busy Bee Day Care Center.  The Center's original use 
permit approval was for a maximum of 30 children between the 
ages of two (2) to six (6) years.  The applicant is proposing to 
amend only the ages of children in care to 0 to 13 years.  The 
request is being made in response to a determination by the State 
Child Care Office requiring a reduction of three (3) children in the 
family day care home operated by the applicant.  Approval of the 
applicant's request to change the ages of children that could be 
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cared for in the day care center would enable the applicant to move 
three (3) younger children to the day care center.  Upon approval 
of the subject use permit amendment, the applicant intends to 
discontinue the family day care home and to operate only the Busy 
Bee Day Care Center.  To date the Center has operated in 
compliance with the original use permit approval and without 
complaints to County agencies.  Letters and petitions of support 
from patrons and others are included in the staff report.  Child Care 
staff would continue to monitor the program providing technical 
advice and ensuring that the applicant adheres to all State and local 
child care codes.  The applicant has agreed to a condition requiring 
compliance with all other associated County codes.   

 
BACKGROUND 
The subject day care center has operated on this site under use permit approval since 
1950.  In 1950 the use permit was approved for 25 children, aged two (2) to five (5) 
years of age for a day care program operating Monday through Saturday.  In 1956 the 
use permit was amended to change the ages of the children to two (2) to six (6) years 
and the days of operation changed to Monday through Friday.  The use was reviewed 
annually through June 1978 when it was continued with no further review.  The use has 
operated without complaints to County agencies throughout its existence at this 
location.  In May 2002 there was a change in operators of the Center. 
 
The applicant has provided day care services for five children under a certificate of 
occupancy in a family home day care setting since 1995.  A recent inspection of the 
family day care home by the State Child Care staff revealed that there were seven (7) 
children aged two (2) and under (infants) in care in the family day care home.  The 
State determined that based on State standards there was an excess of three (3) 
children in care.  Through the subject request the applicant's intent is to comply with 
State standards.  The applicant proposal is to amend the approved ages for children in 
care at the Busy Bee Day Care and Educational Center from 2 to 6 years of age to 0 to 
13 years of age.  This change would permit the applicant to move the three (3) children 
in question in the family day care home to the Busy Bee Day Care Center. 
 
DISCUSSION 
In May 2002 the applicant leased and assumed operation of the existing Busy Bee Child 
Care Center’s approved use permit.  The facility has a current enrollment of seven (7) 
children.  The applicant would continue to operate under the approved hours of 
operation of the center, which are from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 
and to maintain the approved enrollment capacity of 30 children.  The applicant is 
proposing to increase the maximum age from six (6) to 13 years for flexibility purposes 
in order to provide care for older siblings of children in care and/or other children 
during school holidays and particularly during spring and summer school vacation 
periods.  The facility provides adequate interior space to accommodate the approved 30 



Use Permit Request   
U-1243-56-2            -3- 
 

 
PLA-3074 

children at any given time.  The applicant would be expected to continue to work with 
the County’s Child Care staff as the enrollment is expanded to ensure that all State and 
local codes are adhered to. 
 
The exterior space associated with the day care center includes fenced and gated 
outdoor play space.  The space would accommodate children at play in small groups at 
different intervals during the day.  The site also contains two surface parking lots, which 
provide safe drop off and pick up space for the children and adequate parking for staff, 
patrons and other visitors. 
 
CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS 
Staff notified the Aurora Highlands and the Arlington Ridge Civic Associations of the 
proposed use permit amendment.  Staff explained to the Aurora Highlands Association 
President (see attached e-mail) that the notification of the proposed use permit 
amendment was shorter than usual because the application had been accepted on short 
notice.  The late acceptance was permitted due to the need to accommodate the 
applicant and particularly the parents that were being affected by the decision of the 
State to remove three (3) children from the existing day care home.  The decision by 
the State would effectively reduce the family home day care program to a maximum of 
four (4) children and potentially eliminate one staff person from the program.   
 
It was further explained that the Busy Bee Day Care Center is currently licensed by the 
State and the County’s Child Care Office to provide care for infants (children aged two 
(2) and under) and that the only issue is that the existing use permit limits the 
minimum age for children in care to be two (2) years of age.  This approved limit of 
two (2) years does not permit the applicant to move children under the age of two (2) 
from the family day care home or to accept younger children under the age of two into 
the program.  To date the Associations have not expressed an opinion on this use 
permit request. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The Busy Bee Child Care Center has operated continuously on the subject site since 
1950 under use permit approval without complaints to County agencies.  Staff supports 
the applicant’s request to reduce the minimum age of children in care from two (2) to 0 
and to increase the maximum ages from 6 (six) years to 13 years.  Child Care staff has 
worked with the applicant over the years and found the services to the children in the 
family home day care and the services in the Busy Bee Child Care Center to date to be 
adequate.  The applicant is simply being required to seek County Board approval to 
eliminate the County Board approved minimum age of 2 years.  The use complies with 
the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and the General Land Use Plan. 
 
The County’s Fire Department staff report that the Busy Bee Day Care Center is currently 
in compliance with all fire codes.  The site provides adequate interior and exterior space 
for the approved capacity of 30 children.  The applicant has operated the Center since 



Use Permit Request   
U-1243-56-2            -4- 
 

 
PLA-3074 

May 2002 in compliance with conditions of use permit approval and without complaints 
to County agencies.  The applicant would be expected to continue to work closely with 
the County’s Child Care staff to ensure compliance with all State and local child care 
codes.  Also a condition has been included requiring the applicant to comply with other 
existing County codes.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit amendment 
request to amend the ages of children in care from two (2) to six (6) years of age to 0 
to 13 years of age be approved, subject to the conditions of the staff report and with a 
review in one (1) year (December 2003). 
 

1. The applicant agrees to meet the requirements of the Child Care 
Ordinance, Community Code Enforcement Office, the Environmental 
Health Bureau and the Fire Marshal's Office, including the installation of a 
smoke detection system. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  
 
November 18, 1950 Approved use permit (U-1009-50-1) for a day 

care center for 25 children, ages 2 to 5 years of 
age, Monday through Saturday. 

 
June 28, 1952 Continued use permit (U-1009-52-1) with a 

review in one year. 
 
June 27, 1953 Continued use permit (U-1009-52-1) with a 

review in one year. 
 
June 19, 1954 Continued use permit (U-1009-52-1) with a 

review in one year. 
 
November 10, 1956 Approved use permit (U-1243-56-2) for a day 

care center for 30 children, ages 2 to 6 years of 
age, Monday through Friday with a review in 
one year. 

 
June 8, 1957 Continued use permit (U-1243-56-2) with  
         to annual reviews. 
June 8, 1957 
 
June 3, 1978 Continued use permit (U-1243-56-2) with no 

further review. 


