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    November 26, 2002 
 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Vanguard Services Unlimited, Owner 
 
 BY: Debra L. Volz, Executive Director 
   521 North Quincy Street 
   Arlington, Virginia  22203 
 
SUBJECT: U-2972-99-1 Use Permit Review of an 80 bed drug and alcohol 

rehabilitation center; on premises known as 521 North Quincy 
Street.  (Vanguard Services) (RPC #14-061-071, 072) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Continue, subject to all previous conditions and with 

an administrative review in one (1) year (December 
2003) and a review by the County Board in three (3) 
years.  (December 2005) 

 
BACKGROUND 
The applicant, Vanguard Services, has been providing substance abuse treatment 
services for individuals under use permit approval at 506 and 508 North Pollard Street 
since 1979.  The use was reviewed and continued annually through 1984 with the last 
review occurring in 1997.  In December 1999 Vanguard Services was granted a use 
permit to demolish the existing building and to construct a new four (4) story dormitory 
building to house the drug treatment program.  The use permit approval permitted a 
slight increase in participants to a maximum of 80 residents.  Staff levels were not 
changed and the program would continue to operate with 24-hour daily staff coverage. 
 
SINCE COUNTY BOARD APPROVAL IN (December 14, 1999): 
 
• USE PERMIT CONDITIONS:  The use has not become operational. 
 
• COMMUNITY CODE ENFORCEMENT:  The use has not become operational. 
 
• POLICE DEPARTMENT:  The use has not become operational. 
 
• FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE:  The use permit has not become operational. 
 
• CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:  The site is located in the Ashton Heights Civic 
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Association area.  Ashton Heights and the Ballston-Virginia Square Civic Associations 
were notified of the upcoming review of the use permit.  Staff has informed both 
Associations and the Hyde Park Condominium Association that the structure has not 
been occupied during the review period.  A response back from Ballston-Virginia 
Square approves the extension of the use permit review period for one year.  (See 
attached e-mail).  To date there has been no objection to the recommendation to 
review the use permit administratively in one (1) year (December 2003) with a 
review by the County Board in three (3) years (December 2005) by the associations. 

 
CONCLUSION 
The December 1991 use permit approval carried with it a three (3) year review.  It had 
been anticipated that the building would have been occupied and operational for at least 
a year prior to review by the County Board.  However, the applicant was only recently 
granted the required certificate of occupancy in November 2002 to begin operations in 
the new building.  The applicant anticipates that clients will be relocated into the new 
facility in approximately three weeks, on December 5th and December 6th of 2002.  
Staff believes that because the site has not been occupied by clients during the review 
period thus, an adequate assessment of potential impacts cannot be made.  Thus it is 
recommended that there be an administrative review one (1) year following occupancy 
of the site with a review by the County Board in three (3) years (December 2005).  This 
will provide an adequate amount of time, following occupancy of the site, to assess 
potential impacts that might be associated with the use.  Therefore, it is recommended 
that the use permit be continued, subject to all approved conditions and with an 
administrative review in one (1) year (December 2003) and a review by the 
County Board in three (3) years.  (December 2005) 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 

November12, 1999 Advertised on the County Boards Own Motion, 
Rezoning from “RA8-18” and “C-M” to “RA6-15” for a 
public hearing on December 11, 1999. 

 
December 14, 2002 Approved a Rezoning Request for a change in land 

classification from “RA8-18” Apartment Dwelling 
Districts; “CM” Limited Industrial Districts; to “RA6-
15” Apartment Dwelling Districts 

 
Approved use permit (U-2972-99-1) for a dormitory 
with a maximum of 80 persons subject to the 
conditions of the staff report and with a review in 
three (3) years.  (December 2002). 


