
 
STAFF: Barbara Walker, DHS, Child and Family Services Division 
 
County Board Meeting – December 7, 2002 

 November 18, 2002 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Appropriation of Sexual Violence Prevention Funds 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 1. Appropriate $31,518 from the Department of  
   Health (001.0641) to the Department of Human 

Services (001.416) for sexual assault prevention 
efforts. 

 
  2. Authorize a 0.5 FTE temporary grant-funded 

position in the Department of Human Services 
(001.416) to carry out the activities of the grant. 

 
ISSUE: None 
 
 
BACKGROUND:   The Department of Human Services has been awarded a Sexual  
Violence Prevention grant by the Virginia Department of Health.  The goal of the grant 
is to prevent sexual violence by funding approaches that use primary prevention, 
broadly defined as education to the general population before violence occurs.  In 1999, 
the Department used a similar grant from the Department of Health to provide sexual 
assault prevention programs to over four hundred students, teachers, parents, and 
other community members.  The grant was not renewed at that time because of a 
change in the Department of Health’s funding priorities. 
 
DISCUSSION:   This grant will support the development and implementation of sexual 
violence prevention training for middle- and high-school age children.  The core project 
will be the implementation of a peer education program at Yorktown High School, 
where a core of students will be trained to provide sexual assault/dating violence 
prevention information to their peers.  The peer education program was piloted before 
at Yorktown, and was well received by students and school staff.  If the grant is 
continued, it is planned to expand this project to other county high schools.  This grant 
will also allow the development and delivery of a five-week intensive curriculum-based 
prevention program to pregnant teens at DHS’ Family Education Center.  These 
presentations will cover healthy relationships, safe dating, sexual assault prevention 
(including marital sexual assault), and prevention of child sexual abuse.  Additionally, 
the grant will allow sexual assault/dating violence prevention presentations to be 
provided to teens in other identified schools and community-based recreation 
programs. Lastly, certain school and recreation staff will receive prevention training to 
increase their awareness of sexual violence among middle- and high-school aged 
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children, and to enable them to better assist students with information and resources.   
 
The appropriated funds will be used to augment the role of existing staff to carry out 
the tasks of the grant.  Such tasks will include creating prevention education 
presentations and curricula appropriately adapted to the targeted population, selecting 
and training peer educators, monitoring peer education presentations, developing 
relationships with school staff, recreation staff, and community groups, giving 
prevention presentations, and evaluating the program.   
 
As a result of the implementation of this grant, over 500 Arlington County youth will be 
directly exposed to prevention information with the goal of increasing awareness, and 
decreasing incidents of sexual assault/dating violence.  These goals and the 
methodology of the grant are very compatible with the Assets Framework that the 
County is using to prepare children for success as adults. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  These funds will fully support the activities outlined; no local match 
is required.  The contract period expires on October 31, 2003, and is renewable for two 
(2) one-year periods. 


