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County Board Meeting – December 7, 2002 

 November 21, 2002 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Change to the Arlington County Code §14.2-34 prohibiting the 

parking of commercial vehicles and recreational vehicles on 
residential streets 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the changes to the Arlington County Code 

§14.2-34 prohibiting the parking of commercial 
vehicles and recreational vehicles on residential 
streets. 

 
ISSUE: Whether to adopt the proposed changes to the Arlington County 

Code related to the types of vehicles permitted to park on 
residential streets. 

 
SUMMARY: The proposed changes to the Arlington County Code elaborate on 

the definition of what constitutes a commercial vehicle (i.e., 
reducing the gross vehicle weight from 10,000 pounds or more to 
7,500 pounds or more and including in the prohibition all vehicles 
with “For Hire” license plates, vehicles used in the performance of 
commerce, industry or trade services, vehicles transporting more 
than eight people, including the driver, and vehicles bearing signs 
designating use for a business, commercial venture, school, or 
passenger transport service of any kind).  The proposed ordinance 
would prohibit parking of commercial vehicles on public streets 
zoned for residential use or public related uses under the S-3A 
zoning district.  Temporary parking would be permitted while 
engaging in the commercial services.  Recreational vehicles (i.e., a 
private motor vehicle designed primarily for use as living quarters 
for human beings) would be prohibited from parking in these areas 
for more than five (5) consecutive days.  These commercial vehicles 
and recreational vehicles could be parked in C, M1, M2, and PS 
districts. 

 
BACKGROUND:  The County has received numerous complaints from residents about 
trailers, recreational vehicles, taxicabs, and commercial type vehicles (vehicles used for 
commercial purposes) being parked on residential streets.  Residents have expressed 
concerns about these vehicles occupying parking spaces needed by the residents to 
access their homes and detracting from the appearance of their neighborhood.  As a 
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result of prohibitions in the City of Falls Church, the City of Alexandria, and Fairfax 
County on parking commercial vehicles on residential streets, those sections of 
Arlington County that border these jurisdictions have experienced an influx of such 
vehicles parking on residential streets in Arlington County.  In other sections of the 
County, an increase in commercial vehicle parking on residential streets has resulted 
from the prohibition, imposed by some apartment complexes, on parking such vehicles 
in the apartment’s parking lot. 
 
 Residents also have made complaints about boat trailers (with and without a 
boat) being parked on residential streets.  Although parking of such vehicles on 
residential streets in the City of Falls Church, the City of Alexandria, and Fairfax County 
is prohibited, Arlington County lacks the enabling legislation from the Virginia General 
Assembly to apply such a prohibition.  Arlington County will seek such enabling 
legislation. 
 
 The table below compares the commercial and recreational vehicle parking 
restrictions on residential streets currently in place in Arlington and the neighboring 
jurisdictions of the City of Falls Church, the City of Alexandria, and Fairfax County. 
 

Jurisdiction Commercial Vehicle Recreational Vehicle 
Arlington 
County 

§14.2-34:  Any vehicle with a gross 
vehicle weight of ten thousand pounds or 
more; any vehicle designed to carry 16 or 
more passengers, including the driver; any 
vehicle designed to tow, transport, or 
carry vehicles; any vehicle bearing “For 
Hire” license plates, except taxicabs or 
“executive sedans”; any vehicle or trailer 
designed to sell food or merchandise 
directly from the vehicle or trailer itself; 
and any vehicle designated a “limousine” 
cannot park (except while loading or 
unloading or engaged in construction or 
service repair or installation) within or 
along any public street or highway where 
the land abutting such highway is 
classified as a residence district. 

 

City of Falls 
Church 

§20-14:  Commercial vehicle shall include 
any motor vehicle upon which is displayed 
or painted any sign which identifies or 
advertises any business or commercial 
venture of any kind, and any other motor 
vehicle which is used primarily in any 
business or commercial venture of any 
kind, when such use is apparent to 
observation, and shall include, but not be 

§20-9:  It shall be 
unlawful for any person 
to park any boat or boat 
trailer on any street in a 
residentially zoned 
district in the city. 
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limited to taxicabs, tow trucks, tractors, 
tractor-trailers, delivery, service and repair 
vehicles, and dump trucks.  It shall be 
unlawful for any person to park any 
commercial vehicle on any street in a 
residentially zoned district in the city; 
provided, that a commercial vehicle may 
be parked on such a street for not more 
than eight (8) hours within any twenty-
four-hour period while loading or 
unloading or while the custodian of the 
commercial vehicle is performing services 
at a residence or site adjacent to the street 
upon which the commercial vehicle is 
parked. 

City of 
Alexandria 

§10-4-6:  Parking of trucks or commercial 
vehicles, including buses or vans, on the 
streets in a residential district of the city is 
prohibited; provided, that a truck or 
commercial vehicle may be parked on such 
a street for not more than eight hours 
within any 24-hour period while being 
loaded or unloaded or while its custodian 
is performing services for a residence or 
site abutting the street on which it is 
parked.  A commercial vehicle is every 
motor vehicle, other than a passenger car, 
truck (another reference prohibits parking 
of a truck -- a vehicle with a gross weight 
of 7,500 pounds or more) and recreational 
vehicle (see adjoining column), which is 
designed or used to carry, deliver, handle 
or move goods, to transport one or more 
persons who perform services in 
commerce, industry or trade, or to 
transport more than eight persons of any 
age, including the driver, and which has 
painted or displayed upon it any sign 
identifying or advertising any business, 
commercial venture, school or passenger 
transport service of any kind or is 
registered with the Virginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles, or leased by the registered 
owner, to a corporation, partnership, sole 
proprietor, other business or commercial 
entity or school. 

§10-4-9:  Parking of 
trailers or recreational 
vehicles (boats, boat 
trailers, and a wide 
range of trailers for 
motorcycles and 
snowmobiles and 
camping/living quarters) 
in a residential district 
of the city for more than 
one hour within any 24-
hour period is 
prohibited; provided, 
that an unoccupied 
recreational vehicle may 
be parked on such a 
street from the hours of 
8:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
on one occasion within 
any 48-hour period 
when the custodian of 
the vehicle is a resident 
of the street and is 
arriving or departing on 
a journey in the vehicle, 
and further provided 
that a recreational 
vehicle may be parked 
on such a street while 
loading or unloading for 
more than one hour but 
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not more than six 
hours, which hours 
must be without 
interruption, within any 
48-hour period. 

Fairfax County §82-5-7:  No person shall park any 
commercial vehicle on the highways of the 
County in areas zoned for residential use.  
However, one resident of each single-
family dwelling unit zoned for residential 
use may park one vehicle licensed as a 
taxicab or limousine on such highways, 
provided other vehicles are permitted to 
park thereon, and the provisions of this 
Subsection do not apply to a commercial 
vehicle when picking up or discharging 
passengers or when temporarily parked 
pursuant to the performance of work or 
service at a particular location.  
Commercial vehicle includes (i) any solid 
waste collection vehicle, tractor truck or 
tractor truck/semitrailer or tractor 
truck/trailer combination, dump truck, 
concrete mixer truck, towing and recovery 
vehicle with a registered gross weight of 
12,000 pounds or more, and any heavy 
construction equipment, whether located 
on the highway or on a truck, trailer, or 
semitrailer; (ii) any trailer, semitrailer, or 
other vehicle in which food or beverages 
are stored or sold; (iii) any trailer or 
semitrailer used for transporting 
landscaping or lawn-care equipment 
whether or not such trailer or semitrailer is 
attached to another vehicle; and (iv) any 
vehicle licensed by the Commonwealth for 
use as a common or contract carrier or as 
a limousine. 

§82-5B-7:  It shall be 
unlawful for any person 
to park a watercraft, 
boat trailer, motor 
home, or camping 
trailer in violation of any 
ordinance that 
establishes a Restricted 
Parking District (a 
residential parking 
district that can be 
established by the 
County Board of 
Supervisors upon 
petition of residents). 

DISCUSSION:  The proposed changes to the Arlington County parking ordinance 
(Attachment 1) related to commercial type vehicles and recreational vehicles more 
closely resemble the parking restrictions in effect in jurisdictions adjoining Arlington 
County.  The types of vehicles included are those about which residents have expressed 
concern. 
 
 The reduction of the weight limit from 10,000 pounds or more to 7,500 pounds 
or more enables the inclusion of commercial vehicles (e.g., flatbed trucks) that did not 
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meet the 10,000 pound weight requirement. 
 
 Staff considered time limits used by neighboring jurisdictions for parking of 
commercial vehicles and recreational vehicles.  Enforcement, given the existing 
resources, was considered problematic in terms of ensuring adherence to the one-hour 
limits.  Residents who have expressed concerns about these vehicles seek to eliminate 
as much ambiguity as possible about when and where these vehicles may park. 
 
 Commercial vehicles and recreational vehicles would be able to park on public 
streets in C, M1, M2, and PS districts, unless other prohibitions prevailed.  They would 
be able to park on private property at their place of business, if in accordance with the 
relevant zoning ordinances.  A recreational vehicle not larger than eight (8) feet wide by 
thirty (30) feet long can park on private property in the side or rear yard, unless 
otherwise prohibited.  A single commercial vehicle, such as a limousine or trades van, 
unless otherwise prohibited, can park on private property in the rear yard.  Taxicabs 
may be parked on private property like all other passenger cars.  Owners of parking 
facilities may consider providing parking for commercial and recreational vehicles at 
times permitted by the zoning requirements. 
 
 If the changes to the ordinance were adopted, community education would be 
important.  Staff would notify civic associations of these changes so that they in turn 
could notify their residents.  Information would be disseminated to area news media.  
Maps identifying streets that are zoned residential and S-3A, as well as those in C, M1, 
M2, and PS districts, are available at the County’s web site.  A map showing commercial 
and industrial zoning districts in Arlington is attached (Attachment 2). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None, unless there were a need for a more extensive public 
education campaign than that described above.  Staff anticipates compliance with the 
ordinance rather than there being a significant increase in collections for parking 
citations. 
 
Attachments (2) 


