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 November 26, 2002 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution on the Preferred Land Use Balance for the Clarendon 

Urban Village Concept 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the Resolution. 
 
ISSUE: Should certain blocks in the Clarendon Metro Station area be 

designated for predominately office/commercial uses?  
 
BACKGROUND 
The proposed resolution was discussed at the November 19, 2002 County Board 
meeting on the site plan proposed for the Gold's Gym site (SP #359) at 2900 Clarendon 
Boulevard.  The draft resolution was referred to the Planning Commission for their 
consideration, review and comment on November 25, 2002. 
 
The Planning Commission on November 25, 2002 voted to recommend that the County 
Board defer consideration of the resolution to the February 8, 2003 County Board 
meeting and the January 27, 2003 Planning Commission meeting.  The Commission 
was concerned about the short notice provided to developers and property owners in 
Clarendon.  The Commission also suggested that further study and analysis be provided 
for those blocks north of Wilson Boulevard and west of Highland Street including the 
blocks between Hudson Street and Washington Boulevard (Clarendon Alliance, Red Top 
distribution center).  The Commission also questioned the purpose of the proposed 
resolution in light of the pending Clarendon Sector Plan review. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The proposed resolution would provide guidance to staff, the community and property 
owners in Clarendon by calling for an appropriate mixture of commercial office, retail 
and residential development on remaining undeveloped sites.  This mix is a key 
ingredient to fulfilling the long-time goal of making Clarendon Arlington's urban village. 
 Therefore, it is recommended that the attached Resolution on the Preferred Land Use 
Balance for the Clarendon Urban Village Concept be approved. 
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ARLINGTON COUNTY BOARD 

 
RESOLUTION ON THE PREFERRED LAND USE BALANCE FOR 

THE CLARENDON URBAN VILLAGE CONCEPT 
 

Discussed at the November 19, 2002 County Board meeting and referred to 
the Arlington County Planning Commission for review and comment. 
 

WHEREAS, the Clarendon Sector Plan and subsequent Sector Plan Addenda 
have been adopted by the County Board to further articulate the vision of the Arlington 
County General Land Use Plan and, particularly, the achievement of an Urban Village 
surrounding the Clarendon Metro Station; and  
 

WHEREAS, the policies of the Arlington County General Land Use Plan and the 
Clarendon Sector Plan and subsequent Addenda generally call for a mixture of uses that 
provide a lively balance of residential, retail and office; and  
 

WHEREAS, recent development activity has been primarily residential and retail 
with only minimal office development; and 
 

WHEREAS, the County Board seeks to achieve the objectives of the General 
Land Use Plan, the Sector Plan and subsequent Addenda with a balance of development 
including office, retail, and commercial uses in the Clarendon area; and 
 

WHEREAS, the County Board desires to provide guidance to the County 
Manager and staff, as well as property owners and the public at large, of the below 
stated priorities as future proposals for development are presented for consideration 
and approval; 
 

WHEREAS, the County Board also desires to provide guidance regarding 
significant buildings on key development sites so that the County Manager and his staff 
as well as developers and the public at large are aware of the interest in preserving 
these buildings in any development proposal that is brought forward; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Arlington County Board 
hereby finds that the fulfillment of the concept of an Urban Village surrounding the 
Clarendon Metro Station, as envisioned in the Arlington County General Land Use Plan, 
the Clarendon Sector Plan, and subsequent Addenda thereto, particularly in light of 
development to date, requires, and the County Board hereby declares as its priority, the 
maximization of office, retail, and commercial development, especially in certain blocks 
in Clarendon, including: 
 

(1)  The following blocks where a more or less even balance is envisioned between 
office/retail/commercial development, and residential development: 
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§ Block 5 – The block bounded by N. Hudson Street, Washington Boulevard, N. 

Highland Street and 10th Street North. 
§ Block 8 - The block bounded by N. Irving Street, N. Washington Boulevard, N. 

Hudson Street and 10th Street North; and 
§ Block 9 - The block bounded by Wilson Boulevard, N. Irving Street and 10th 

Street North; and 
 

(2)  The following blocks where office/retail/commercial development is envisioned 
as the predominant, if not sole use: 
 
§ Block 1 - The block bounded by N. Garfield Street, Wilson Boulevard, N. Fillmore 

Street and Clarendon Boulevard; 
§ Block 6 - The block bounded by N. Highland Street, Clarendon Boulevard, N. 

Garfield Street, and 11th Street North; 
§ Block 7 - The block bounded by N. Highland Street, 11th Street N., N. Garfield 

Street and Washington Boulevard; and 
§ Block 10 - The block bounded by N. Highland Street, Wilson Boulevard, N. 

Garfield Street and Clarendon Boulevard. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Arlington County Board hereby states 
that Block 6, Block 10, and Block 5, which contain existing buildings that contribute to 
the overall character of Clarendon, are envisioned to be developed in a manner that 
respects the sensitive historic nature of those buildings. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Arlington County Board hereby declares 

its intent, during the upcoming Clarendon Sector Plan review, to further refine its vision 
of the appropriate land uses for that area in order to achieve a mix of uses that best 
achieves the Urban Village concept in Clarendon. 

 


