
STAFF:  Marcia A. Smith, DCPHD, Planning Division 
 
County Board Meeting – December 7, 2002 
PLA-3056 
 

    November 26, 2002 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: CVS, Inc. 
   
 BY: M. Catharine Puskar, Attorney/Agent 
  Walsh, Colucci, Emrich, Lubeley & Terpak 
  2200 Clarendon Boulevard, 13th Floor 
  Arlington, Virginia  22201 
 
SUBJECT: U-2948-98-1 Use Permit Review of a drug store with a drive-

through window; on premises known as 2400 Jefferson Davis 
Highway.  (CVS Pharmacy) (RPC #36-042-006)  

 
RECOMMENDATION: Continue, subject to all previous conditions and a 

review in three (3) years.  (December 2005). 
 
BACKGROUND 
This use permit for the development and operation for a drive-through window 
associated with a drug store and pharmacy was originally approved in December 1998.  
The comprehensive sign plan was approved in January 1999.  Last reviewed by the 
County Board in December 2001, the use permit was continued with a six (6) month 
administrative review and a one (1) year review by the County Board.  
 
The administrative review revealed that the applicant had made improvements in the 
maintenance of the site and the landscaping around the site.  Neighborhood concerns 
remained regarding the "faux" windows and the items on display in the windows, which 
were summer and beach information in addition to ads for items for sale in the store.  
The newly replaced irrigation system had been installed and dead and dying 
landscaping had been replaced.  According to the applicant an employee has been 
assigned to the task of removing trash from the premises twice a week. 
 
SINCE THE LAST REVIEW IN (DECEMBER 8, 2001): 
 
• USE PERMIT CONDITIONS:  The use has operated in compliance with conditions 

of the use permit.  The landscaping has been replaced and it appears regular clean-
up efforts by the applicant are succeeding and trash is not building up on the site. 
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• COMMUNITY CODE ENFORCEMENT:  No complaints or violations have been 
reported. 

 
• POLICE DEPARTMENT:  No objections to the continuance of the use permit. 
 
• FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE:  No objections to the continuance of the use permit. 
 
• CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:  The Aurora Highlands Civic Association and the Arlington 

Ridge Civic Association were notified of the upcoming use permit review of the CVS 
drive-through window.  The Arlington Ridge Civic Association responded in support 
of the use.  (See attached e-mail response.)  At the writing of the staff report there 
had been no response received from the Aurora Highlands Civic Association. 

 
CONCLUSION 
Staff continue to work with the management of the CVS.  As conditioned in the original 
use permit approval by the County Board, the applicant was to “provide and maintain 
ample display windows which will create the appearance and style of residential 
windows” along South Eads Street.  The applicant incorporated residential-type bay 
windows into the design of the facility.  The applicant continues to display seasonal 
products offered at the store in the windows.  The landscaping and maintenance on the 
site has been improved.  Staff continues to encourage CVS to pay particular attention to 
the three areas of concern in the past, namely landscaping, maintenance and the 
displays in the windows.  Staff believe that CVS has made improvements and the 
upkeep of the site has been improved.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use 
permit be continued, subject to all previous conditions and with a review in three (3) 
years.  (December 2005) 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 
 December 12, 1998 Approved Use Permit U-2948-98-1 for drive through 

window associated with a commercial use of 
drugstore and pharmacy on premises known as 2400 
Jefferson Davis High.   Deferred associated 
Comprehensive Sign Plan on premises known as 2400 
Jefferson Davis Highway to the January 23, 1999 
County Board Meeting.  

 
 January 23, 1999  Deferred Comprehensive Sign Plan associated with a 

proposed drugstore and pharmacy on premises 
known as 2400 Jefferson Davis Highway to the March 
13, 1999 County Board Meeting. 

 
 March 13, 1999 Approved a comprehensive sign plan, subject to 

conditions, with review in December 1999. 
  
 December 11, 1999 Approved continuance of a use permit for a drive-

through window associated with the commercial use of 
a drug store and pharmacy and a comprehensive sign 
plan (RPC# 36-042-006), subject to all previous 
conditions, with a review in one year. 

 
 December 9, 2000 Approved continuance of a use permit (U-2948-98-1) 

for a drive-through window associated with the 
commercial use of a drug store and pharmacy and a 
comprehensive sign plan (RPC# 36-042-006), subject 
to all previous conditions, with an administrative review 
in six months and a County Board review in one year. 

 
 December 8, 2001 Continued use permit (U-2948-98-1) for a drive-

through window associated with the commercial use 
of a drug store and pharmacy and a comprehensive 
sign plan subject to all previous conditions, with an 
administrative review in six months and a County 
Board review in one year.  (December 2002) 


