
STAFF: Sally L. Bakko, County Manager’s Office 
 
County Board Meeting – December 7, 2002 

November 26, 2002 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:   Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   2003 Legislative Package  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the attached 2003 Legislative Package 
 
DISCUSSION:  The first draft of the County’s Legislative Package, dated 
November 14, 2003, was advertised at the last meeting of the County Board.  
The attached second draft has been revised based on additional staff review, 
consultation with members of the legislative delegation, and comments from the 
community.  The focused nature of the 2003 package reflects the reality that the 
primary issue facing the 2003 General Assembly is resolving the State’s budget 
deficit.  It is, therefore, critical that the County’s delegation and staff maintain 
concentration on the budget issues and build coalitions with other local 
governments and stakeholders.   
 
Arlington’s budget priorities primarily relate to revenue sources.  The first priority 
is ensuring that local taxes that are collected by the State for efficiency are fully 
returned to the County.  Because these taxes (car rental tax, sales tax-local 
portion, and E-911 surcharge) are technically State budget appropriations, the 
General Assembly can potentially retain these funds for State use.  Additionally, 
the Governor, without legislative approval, can potentially withhold up to 15 
percent of the remittance.  Using these local taxes to balance the State budget 
violates a basic commitment to localities and severely limits the ability of local 
governments to respond to other State budget reductions.   
 
Arlington’s second budget priority relates to localities’ ability to maintain a 
diverse tax base.  Among the specific proposals are to support the ability for 
counties to have the same taxing powers as cities, which would enable Arlington 
to raise its cigarette tax.  Arlington also strongly opposes any State interference 
in existing local discretion in local tax administration, such as property tax statute 
of limitations or assessment caps. 
 
A number of interest groups have requested that the County include objections 
in its legislative package to a variety of budget reductions announced by the 
Governor.  While many of the reductions impact services that are a priority to  
Arlington, the package currently does not address any of these budget 
reductions.  It seems disingenuous to oppose budget reductions without offering 
realistic alternatives.  The package does include recommendations for increases 
in State taxes, although the probability of their serious consideration by the  



 

General Assembly appears low.   Given the dire situation of the State budget and 
the necessity of trade-offs, it is recommended that Arlington concentrate on 
securing the local revenues collected by the State and retaining or expanding 
flexibility with local taxing authority.  If these efforts are successful, the County 
can be in the position of making a local judgment on the relative priorities of 
services reduced by the State and restore those considered most critical in 
Arlington. 
 
The one service area that is addressed as a funding priority is public education.  
The extent of inadequate State funding for education has been widely 
documented.  Any decline in education support is untenable.  The emphasis on 
education funding is not intended to suggest that we should accepted Virginia’s 
failure to meet other critical needs, including healthcare and services to people 
with disabilities and the elderly.  It is merely a reflection of the reality that the 
State will continue to shift the burden to the local tax base. 
 
As reflected in the preceding discussion, there will be limited opportunity during 
this “short session” of the General Assembly to give much attention to non-
budget issues.  Consequently, the second draft of the Legislative Package has 
removed a number of legislative items for the current session.  In areas where 
the County was seeking clarification of its authority, staff will work with the 
County Attorney to ensure that we have fully used powers that we do have and 
to clearly document specific areas where we clearly cannot achieve the County’s 
objective (e.g., code enforcement).  This will enable us to use the summer and 
fall to build a coalition of support and pursue these items with a greater 
probability of success in the 2004 Session. 
 
The one area of Arlington-specific legislation we are seeking is authority to 
restrict boats and trailers in residential areas.  This is merely an extension of the 
same authority that exists in Fairfax County and would address a community 
concern in Arlington.   It is also proposed that Arlington join in partnership with 
other jurisdictions and stakeholders in improving State laws related to 
pedestrians and bicycles, improvements in election laws, and coordination of 
healthcare benefits between FAMS and Medicaid.  This strategy reflects the 
increasing importance of local governments building legislative coalitions. 
 
The policy statements contained in the Legislative Package are intended to 
provide the sense of the County Board.  These statements provide guidance to 
staff and the legislative delegation as may be necessary to react to unforeseen 
legislative opportunities and threats.  The policy statements also provide 
guidance for the development of coalitions that will sponsor legislative initiatives 
in future sessions. 
   


