
STAFF:  Erik Beach, Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Resources
               Reviewed by County Attorney’s Office: __________

January 15, 2002

TO: Members, Arlington County Board

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Small Parks Program

RECOMMENDATION:  Approve an allocation of $49,512 from previously
appropriated County Small Parks Program funds
(013.649.SP01 and 013.649.SP02) for eight (8) projects as
recommended by the Park and Recreation Commission.

SUMMARY:  The Park and Recreation Commission has reviewed the final Small Parks
Program applications and recommends that funding be approved for eight (8) projects.
The eight projects recommended for approval are for park and open space improvements
at Claremont, Butler Holmes, Fort C.F. Smith, Marcey, Zachary Taylor, Douglas,
Penrose and Doctor’s Run Parks and the area at 3000 Arlington Boulevard and the
Woodmont Center.  The County Board’s past action has been to approve the allocation of
funds for Small Parks projects based on the recommendations of the Park and Recreation
Commission.  The Commission’s recommendations are described in the attached letter.
Staff supports approval of the eight projects.

BACKGROUND:  The Small Parks Program has been in operation since 1978 and is
currently administered by the Park and Recreation Commission.  For the Fiscal Year
2002 program, citizen applicants filed seventeen (17) letters of intent in May and ten (10)
final applications in August, requesting grants totaling $68,336.

The Park and Recreation Commission is recommending that an allocation for eight Small
Parks projects totaling $49,512 be approved by the County Board.

The criteria the Park and Recreation Commission use for evaluating Small Parks projects
include that the project must be on County owned or long-term leased property, privately
owned common space for which a public use easement has been granted,   provide long
term service to a substantial number of citizens, not duplicate nearby services, always be
available for general public use, and conform to the Neighborhood Conservation Plan, if
one exists.  In making its recommendations to the County Board, the Commission gives
preference to projects which demonstrate the support of local neighborhood groups, offer
volunteer assistance with maintenance, attract matching funds, and serve residents who
do not have access to the type of facility proposed.  The maximum grant which can be
applied for is $10,000.
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PROJECTS:  The project proposed for Claremont Park will add two (2) sun shelters
over two existing park benches in the park.  The total recommended grant is for $3,300.
The project has the support of the Claremont Citizen’s Association.

The proposal for Butler Holmes Park includes Fibar ground cover to replace the existing
sand beneath the playground equipment, two (2) new grills and a new entrance off of
South Barton Street.  The proposal was supported by the Penrose Civic Association, and
a petition of neighbors in support of the project was provided.  The recommended grant is
for $9,598.

The project proposed for Fort C.F. Smith Park will create an artificial stream-like water
feature in which resident and migrating wild birds can bathe and drink.  The proposal was
proposed by the Northern Virginia Bird Club and was supported by the Parkway,
Cherrydale, and Riverwood Citizen Associations. The Historic Affairs and Landmark
Review Board has given its conceptual approval to the proposed project.  As presented,
the plan would not require a Certificate of Appropriateness.  The recommended grant is
for $10,000.

The proposal for Marcey Road Park would place a kiosk in the park for neighborhood
notifications and information.  The same proposal includes a graphic designed sign/map
for Zachary Taylor Park.  The project was sponsored by the Donaldson Run Civic
Association and the recommended grant is for $2,240.

The project for the area at 3000 Arlington Boulevard (intersection of Route 50 and South
Garfield Street) will provide split rail fencing, four (4) benches, one (1) trash receptacle,
and one (1) identifying sign.  The project was supported by a petition of neighbors,
members of the Patrick Henry PTA, and the Arlington-Fairfax Jewish Congregation.  The
recommended grant is for $5,390.

The project for Douglas Park and Doctor’s Run Park would add a kiosk to each park for
neighborhood notifications and information.  The proposal was submitted by the Douglas
Park Civic Association and is supported by the Randolph Elementary PTA.  The
recommended grant is for $3,080.

The proposal for the Woodmont Center would place a Mettalaphone near the existing
playground.  A Mettalaphone is an outdoor musical instrument, which emits a low
pitched sound similar to a wind chime, that can be played by children.  The Park and
Recreation Commission requested the signatures of the adjacent neighbors to ensure that
any adjoining property owners would be comfortable with such an instrument in the park.
Ten (10) signatures were provided by the submitting group, the Parkway Citizens’
Association.  The recommended grant is for $6,250.

The project proposed for Penrose Park will add a playhouse, kiosk, and play equipment
consisting of a sand ship, mast with steering wheel and flag, Scrambler, and Dragon.  The
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proposal was supported by the Penrose Civic Association, neighborhood petition, and the
Trinity Episcopal Church Children’s Center.  The recommended grant is for $9,654.

MAINTENANCE IMPACT:  None of the projects is expected to have significant
maintenance impacts on the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Resources.
The project at Fort C. F. Smith Park is expected to have minimal impacts to maintenance
since the applicant will be asked to sign an Adopt-A-Park agreement.  The applicant for
the area at 3000 Washington Boulevard will also be asked to sign an Adopt-A-Park
agreement, however there will be some additional maintenance cost for general
maintenance not covered under an Adopt-A-Park agreement and refuse pick up that will
now be needed at a location that previously did not require that attention.  The projects at
Claremont, Butler Holmes, Marcey Road, Zachary Taylor, Douglas, Doctor’s Run and
Penrose Parks and the Woodmont Center are also expected to have minimal impacts to
maintenance since the improvements do not require regular and on-going maintenance
beyond those levels currently occurring in the parks.

FISCAL IMPACTS:  The Small Parks Program is funded through Pay-As-You-Go
Capital Improvement Program funds for the Department of Parks, Recreation and
Community Resources.  Funds are available from the Fiscal Year 2001 and Fiscal Year
2002 funds.

Attachments


