
January 28, 2002

TO:                      The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM:            Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT:                       Charles E. Smith Commercial Realty
2345 Crystal Drive
11th Floor
Arlington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Amendment to the Arlington County Comprehensive
Plan-Master Transportation Plan-Part I to change the
number of through lanes on Crystal Drive between
27th Street South and 23rd Street South.

RECOMMENDATION: Defer to the Regular County Board meeting of
March 23, 2002 and the March 11, 2002 Planning
Commission meeting.

ISSUE: None

BACKGROUND:                 In 2000, the applicant submitted a site plan
amendment to develop additional retail space in
Crystal City.  By letter of October 6, 2000, the
applicant also proposed modifications to the
transportation system that would require changes to
the transportation master plans to allow the operation
of the Crystal City street system from primarily one-
way to two-way.  On October 13, 2001, the County
Board approved a resolution to allow the two-way
operation of Crystal Drive between 15th and 23rd

Streets South.  This Board resolution deferred action
on the status of Crystal Drive between 23rd Street
South and 27th Street South until the last Board
meeting in February.  A final site plan is under
consideration adjacent to this segment of Crystal
Drive.

Staff:  James Maslanka, Public Works Planning
Reviewed by County Attorney:____________



DISCUSSION:                   County staff is continuing to work with both the Smith
Company and the final site plan applicant to perform
the technical analyses needed to assess the impact of
changing street operations from one-way to two-way
in the context of Potomac Yard development.  Staff
has also worked with the Kingdon Gould Company,
which owns property adjacent to the subject roadway,
and others from the Crystal City community in
defining alternatives and recommendations.

In order that staff can complete the analysis of the
Crystal Drive two-way traffic proposal, the Master
Transportation Plan amendment should be deferred
until the regular County Board meeting on March 23,
2002 and the March 11, 2002 Planning Commission
meeting.  These dates are consistent with the dates
for the final site plan.

The Arlington County Transportation Commission
considered the master plan change at its January 17th

meeting and it decided to receive staff’s report as an
information item, and to take action at the February
20, 2002 meeting after they have had time to consider
various street operations alternatives.


