
February 14, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington County, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Request to Advertise Amendments to the Street Development & Construction
Ordinance, Chapter 22, of the Code of Arlington County, Virginia and the Subdivision
Ordinance, Chapter 23, of the County Code, Concerning Engineering Review and
Inspection Service, Plat Application, Plat Review, Bond Administration, and Traffic
Engineering Fees.

RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the advertisement of a public hearing on March 11, 2002 for
the Planning Commission and a public hearing on March 21, 2002 for
the County Board to enact an ordinance to amend, reenact, and
recodify Chapter 22 (Street Development and Construction) Section
22-7, and Chapter 23 (Subdivisions) Section 23-11 of the Code of
Arlington County, Virginia concerning charges for engineering review
and inspection service, plat application, plat review, bond
administration, and traffic engineering services, to become effective on
July 1, 2002.

ISSUES: None.

BACKGROUND:  The proposed ordinance amends Chapters 22, § 22-7, and Chapter 23, § 23-11
of the County Code.  There are three divisions of the Department of Public Works that collect these
fees—Planning, Engineering, and Traffic Engineering.  The current fees being proposed for change have
not been increased since the 1990s.

DISCUSSION:  The proposed Planning Division fee increases are identified on the attached
Ordinance, Chapter 22, Section 22-7 (a) and (b) and Chapter 23, Section 23-11 (A) (1)-(4).  This
Division is responsible for collecting fees for the review of private development engineering plans and
any other engineering inspection services.  These plans are for the improvements designed and to be
built by private development in public rights-of-way.  Other fees collected by Planning Division are for
subdivision plat review and public improvement bond administration.  The fee increases are needed to
approach an amount consistent with the cost of services rendered, including personnel and inflationary
cost increases experienced over the past four years.  The percentage of fee increases range from
approximately 12% to 20%, except for the final plat approval for public easement, vacation and
abandonment plats, which increases 33% or $5 per approval as indicated in Section 23-11 (a)(3).
These fees were increased most recently on July 1, 1998.  The proposed increased fees do not exceed
the cost to the County of providing the services to which the fees relate.

The proposed Engineering Division fee increases are identified on the attached Ordinance, Chapter 22,
Section 22-7 (e), (f), (g) and (h).  The State Code requires that the County mark
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County-owned utility facilities following notification by means of the one-call “MISS UTILITITY
UTILITY” network.  Currently, the marking of County-owned utilities that are located near excavation
areas are subject to recovery through fees.  Since these services serve a specific portion of the



population, a review of the average staff time involved in processing each permit type and the associated
staff costs was undertaken.  A revised permit fee was then calculated, resulting in some fees to increase
significantly.  For example, the largest proposed increase is for an additional permit fee charge for poles
with or without guy wires, as indicated in Section 22-7 (e), that are raised from $18.00 to $150.00. 
One proposed fee is actually being lowered to reflect the actual costs involved.  The proposed basic
permit fee, also in Section 22-7 (e), has the rate being lowered from $119.00 to $100.00.  All of these
permit fees were increased most recently on July 1, 1993, thus nine years of inflationary costs have also
contributed to the dramatic fee increases.

The Engineering Division also proposes several new fees.  Base permit fees for the construction and
inspection of public utility facilities that require permit extensions or emergency attention, or where work
was found without a permit should require a special fee, as indicated in Section 22-7 (e).  Occasionally,
an expeditious, complete permit review is requested by an applicant.  Since the County does not have
the staff to handle these requests, an engineering firm under County contract proposes to service these
requests at a fixed cost per request of $1,373.00, $11,373.00 as indicated in Section 22-7 (h).

The proposed Traffic Engineering fee increases are identified on the attached Ordinance, Chapter 22,
Section 22-7 (i), (j), (k) and (l).  Fees are charged for the use of County streets and rights-of-way for
moving, loading, and parking oversized vehicles (up to 90,000 lbs.), construction equipment, trailers,
dumpsters, and buses.  A nominal fee is also charged for preparing designated County streets and
rights-of-way for special events, including block parties, races and festivals.  Staff time is required to
field check these requests, coordinate with the necessary departments, prepare the permit and install
temporary signage.  Based on the personnel cost increases since the last review of these fees, an
increase of approximately six-percent is proposed.  In some instances the fee increase are as high as
10%.  These fees were increased most recently on July 1, 1999 and do not exceed the cost to the
County of providing the service.

The proposed fee increases are needed to approach an amount consistent with the cost to the County
of the services rendered.  The increases reflect the additional staff time and expense involved in
providing these services, including inflationary and personnel cost increases experienced during the time
these fees have remained unchanged.  The new fees proposed by the Engineering Division are also
needed based on prior requests and staff constraints to service them.  The proposed amended
ordinance language also includes clarifications to the terminology used in the fee schedule that will make
it easier to understand.

Staff has notified the Northern Virginia Builders Industry Association (NVBIA) of the proposed fee
increases and a meeting has been scheduled for February 21, 2002 so that they can provide any
comments.  All of the proposed fee increases would be effective July 1, 2002.

FISCAL IMPACT:  The fee changes proposed for advertisement are projected to produce annually
$80,000 in additional revenue.  This estimated revenue is reflected in the FY 2003 base budget.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT, AND RECODIFY CHAPTER 22 (STREET
DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION), SECTION 22-7, AND CHAPTER 23
(SUBDIVIVISIONS), SECTION 23-11, OF THE CODE OF ARLINGTON COUNTY,
VIRGINIA CONCERNING ENGINEERING REVIEW AND INSPECTION SERVICE, PLAT
APPLICATION, PLAT REVIEW, BOND ADMINISTRATION, AND TRAFFIC ENGINEERING
SERVICES FEES, TO BECOME EFFECTIVE ON JULY 1, 2002.

I. BE IT ORDAINED by the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia that Chapter 22,



Section 22-7 (a) through (l) is amended, reenacted, and recodified effective July 1, 2002, to read in
pertinent part, as follows:

Chapter 22

STREET DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION

§ 22-7. Charges.

The cost of the engineering services rendered by the department of public works including studies,
approval of plans, supervision and inspection of construction, shall be borne by the owner or developer
at the charges set out below.

A request for plan approval shall be accompanied by payment of no less than one-half (1/2) of the fee
charged for engineering review and inspection services set forth in subsections (a), and (b) and (c)
below.  Payment of the balance of the fee charges shall be made on or before the release of the final
approved engineering construction plans.

(a) Engineering review and inspection service on new street construction or improvements
to existing streets which that were required by redevelopment of the land adjacent to the
street:

Basic plan review and approval charge of $125.00 $150.00 per project with the
following additional charge added to the base charge, per linear frontage foot . .  $6.25
7.25

(b) Engineering review and inspection service for storm sewers, water mains, sanitary
sewers and other utility support facilities such as electric, telephone and traffic signal and
street light bases and conduits, per linear foot in addition to the basic plan review fee . .
. 3.80 4.50

When application for permit is made, payment shall be made in advance to the county
treasurer to cover the cost of all permits and inspection fees in accordance with (c)
through (n) (o).

*    *    *

(e) For the construction of public utility lines, the inspection charges and guarantees shall be
as follows, except as provided in paragraph (n) (o) below:

Work performed for Arlington County project . . . No fee

Basic permit fee . . . . 119.00 100.00

Work performed in county right-of-way without an approved permit and engineering
plans . . . . 200.00

Emergency base permit fee . . . . 200.00



Extension of an existing public right-of-way permit . . . . 100.00

Additional permit fee charges are:
Pipelines, underground conduits, etc.:

House connection . . . . . 36.00 150.00
Up to 100 feet . . . . . 60.00 250.00
Over 100 feet . . . . . 60.00
Plus, for each 300 feet or portion in excess of 500 feet . .24.00
Plus, any additional portion of 100 feet . . . . 125.00

Poles—Overhead lines, etc.:
Poles with or without guy wires . . . . 18.00 150.00
Guys . . . . 18.00 150.00
Wires—street crossing, per crossing . . . . 24.00
Wires along street:

Up to 500 100 feet . . . . . 60.00 200.00
Over 500 feet . . . . 60.00
Plus, for each 300 feet or portion in excess of 500 feet . .
. 24.00
Plus, any additional portion of 100 feet . . . . 100.00

(f) Driveways, sidewalks, and landscaping:

Basic permit fee . . . . 84.00 100.00
Each additional entrance . . . . 24.00 150.00
Sidewalk:

Up to 50 feet . . . . 48.00
Over 50 feet . . . . 48.00
For every 50 feet and/or portion of . . . . 150.00

Street trees:
Basic permit fee (related to a site plan development). . 6.00 50.00
Basic permit fee (not related to a site plan development) . .  15.00
Plus, per tree . . . . 4.75
Other landscaping . . . . 18.00
For each tree planting and other landscaping (related to a site plan
development). . . . 150.00

(g) Public works services fee for reviewing potential utility conflicts and marking public
utilities including storm sewers, water supply infrastructure, and sanitary sewer
infrastructure.  This fee shall be collected at the same time of construction permit
application for work where ground is expected to be distributed as follows:

New commercial or apartment structure permit . . . . . 228.00  280.00
New town house construction permit (per structure of 10 or more units) . . .
 228.00  280.00
New town house construction permit (per structure of less than 10 units) . . .
 114.00  140.00
New residential single-family structure permit . . . . 38.00  140.00
Demolition permit . . . . 38.00  140.00
Exterior alterations related to building, plumbing, electrical or mechanical



 permit . . . . 19.00  35.00
Plumbing, electrical, or mechanical permit . . . .19.00
Fence permit . . . . 19.00

(h)       Expedited engineering permit review for construction within streets right-of-
way provided by a professional engineering contract service.  This fee shall be
collected prior to the issuance of right-of-way permit . . . . 11,373.00

(h) (i) Moving houses or oversized vehicles or equipment:

The fee for moving houses or other structures per 100 feet or portion thereof in excess
of 100 feet of distance to be moved . . . 10.00 11.00

Minimum fee, per permit . . . 25.00 27.00

The fee for moving oversized vehicles or equipment (up to 90,000 pounds gross weight)
on county streets is as follows:

1 round trip move . . . 27.00 29.00
1 month . . . 117.00 124.00
3 months . . . 297.00 315.00
6 months . . . 567.00 601.00
12 months . . . 1,107.00 1,173.00

For vehicles or equipment whose gross weight exceeds 90,000 pounds, special
approval from the department of public works is required.

(i) (j) Parking construction equipment on county streets:

The fee for parking construction equipment, trailers, dumpsters, buses or
loading equipment on county streets or within county rights-of-way is as
follows:

1 day . . . 27.00 29.00
2 days . . . 30.00 32.00
3 days . . . 33.00 35.00
4 days . . . 36.00 38.00
5 days . . . 39.00 41.00
1 week . . . 45.00 48.00
2 weeks . . . 66.00 70.00
3 weeks . . . 87.00 92.00
1 month . . . 117.00 124.00
2 months . . . 207.00 219.00
3 months . . . 297.00 315.00
4 months . . . 387.00 410.00
5 months . . . 477.00 506.00
6 months . . . 567.00 601.00
7 months . . . 657.00 696.00
8 months . . . 747.00 792.00
9 months . . . 837.00 887.00



1 year . . . 1,107.00 1,173.00

When parking meters are involved . . . 21.00 29.00 per permit

(j) (k) Use of county streets and rights-of-way for block parties, races, parades, festivals,
special events, etc. . . . 15.00 16.00

(k) (l) Installation of two (2) temporary signs required for any street right-of-way permit . . .
20.00 21.00

Any additional signs required shall be charged at the actual cost of materials.

[The remaining existing subsections (l) through (p) shall be redesignated as subsections (m) through (q).]

*    *    *

II. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia that
Chapter 22, Section 23-11 (A) of the Code of Arlington County, Virginia is amended, reenacted, and
recodified effective July 1, 2002, to read in pertinent part, as follows:

Chapter 23

SUBDIVISIONS

§ 23-11. Plat review and bond administration fees.

(A) The cost of plat review services rendered by the department of public works, including
review, approval and administration of bonds, shall be borne by the subdivider or developer at the
charges set out below.

(1) Subdivision plats:

Plat review fees:

Base fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $550.00 $650.00

Plus, per lot/division of land . . . . 80.00 90.00

Plat revisions:

Filing fee--As percentage of initially submitted plat review fee (base fee
plus per lot fee) . . . . 25%

Final plat reapproval . . . . 85.00 100.00

(2) Condominium plats:

Plat review fee . . . . . . 470.00 550.00



Plat revisions--As percentage of initially submitted plat review fee . 25%

Final condominium plat reapproval . . . . 85.00 100.00

(3) Public easement, vacation and abandonment plats:

Plat review fee . . . . . . . . 150.00 175.00

Final plat reapproval . . . . 15.00 20.00

(4) Bond and agreement processing fees for subdivisions, site plans, or use permits:

Bonds of $10,000 or less, each . . . . 225.00 275.00

Bonds over $10,000, each . . . . 625.00 700.00

Agreement extensions, each . . . 225.00 275.00

Bond reductions, each . . . . 450.00 500.00

Combined bond reduction and agreement extension, each . . . 650.00
750.00

*    *    *

III. The remaining sections and subsections of Chapter 22 and 23 of the Code of Arlington County,
Virginia not amended hereby shall remain in effect as previously enacted.


