
REVISED

February 14, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Authorization to Advertise an Ordinance Amending Section 14.2-44 of the
                        County Code to Increase Parking Meter Rates, Effective July 1, 2002.

RECOMMENDATION:   Authorize advertisement, for a public hearing at the March 21, 2002,
                                     County Board Meeting, of an Ordinance to Amend, Reenact,
                                     and Reordain Chapter 14.2 (Motor Vehicles and Traffic), Article
                                     I, Division 2, Subdivision D, Section 14.2-44 (b), of the Code of
                                     Arlington County, Virginia concerning parking meter rates
                                     to be effective on July 1, 2002.

ISSUE: What should be the magnitude, if any, of an increase in parking meter rates?

BACKGROUND:      Arlington County uses parking meters to encourage parking
                                     turnover and to raise revenue which can fund transportation-
                                     related projects.  The most recent change to meter rates was in

1989.  Since then, both parking operating costs and rates
elsewhere have increased.

DISCUSSION:            The rate increases contained in the proposed Ordinance are designed to
                                      encourage more frequent turnover in parking spaces and alternative
                                      transit use, and establish rate consistency throughout the region.
                                      The proposed rate increase for long-term parking (four hours or
                                      more) rates is from $0.50 per hour to $0.75 per hour.  The
                                      proposed increase in the short-term rate is from $0.75 per hour to
                                      $1.00 per hour.  This increase will move Arlington’s parking rates
                                      more in line with market rates and with other governmental rates
                                      in the area, as displayed on Attachment A.  At short-term meters,
                                      the public may continue using nickels, dimes, quarters.
                                      The proposed Ordinance also permits the use of
                                      Smartcards at parking meters one hour or greater in time.  Long-term
                                      meters  (duration of four hours or more) require the use of quarters,
                                      dollar coins and Smartcards.

                                      A copy of the proposed Ordinance is attached to this report
                                      designated as Attachment B.

FISCAL IMPACT:     Enactment of the proposed Ordinance will produce an
                                      estimated additional $850,000 already included in the revenue
                                      budget for the Fiscal Year 2003.

Staff:       Terry Bellamy, Department of Public Works
Reviewed by County Attorney’s Office:  _________________________


