
ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

March 1, 2002

TO: ELT Members

FROM: Arthur Rodger, Constituent Services, CMO

SUBJECT: Public Comment February 23 Board Meeting

Ron has asked that I send out a summary of the “highlights” of the Public Comment
section of the board meetings.

� Mike Clancy spoke about the tax burden and requested a tax rebate. He will work to
get the state law amended. His issue is not about “big government”, rather reforming “tax
and spending” philosophy and policy.

� Robert Moeller showed the reduce tax petition on the web at
www.petitiononline.com/4125.

� Jim Hurysz made the point that the pledge to the flag is a de facto loyalty oath and
complained that there are no pictures of minorities in the Sun newspaper.

� Robert Atkins requested that the parade route for Neighborhood Day be varied from
the Wilson Boulevard route to include other neighborhoods, i.e. Columbia Pike. (Mr.
Zimmerman requested a response from staff.)

� David Haring of the Yorktown Civic Association presented the “other side” of the
Greenbriar issue on playing field, stating that the plan had been advertised and voted on.
It enjoyed overwhelming support and represents a consensus of the community.

� Scott Tate spoke on the enforcement of parking, zoning and construction
regulations. Two specific examples cited were Sycamore Street and the Ballston Point
development. The former was a house on Sycamore, which violates setback, height and
other conditions. There is a need to enforce existing rules. Non enforcement of site plan
regulations at Ballson Point was brought up at a board meeting some weeks ago. The
condition has not yet been corrected. Higher taxes should mean that enforcement of
regulations should be carried out adequately.

� Ed Fendley requested that the Board preserve the high quality of schools, parks and
County services as they talk about taxes and the budget. He is willing to pay more to keep
the quality high.



� Kathy and Guy Molina spoke in favor of building a state-of-the-art aquatic facility on
the North Tract site. They are a water polo family and have to drive to Annapolis to
participate. (Mr. Ferguson about a proposed time table for this project. Will it be on the
bond referendum in July? Could staff provide a timeline?)

� John Antonelli requested that everyone rise and recite the pledge to the flag. They
did. ( Mr. Monroe then responded with a prepared statement. See below. Mr. Zimmerman
agreed.)

COMMENTS OF CHARLES P. MONROE, CONCERNING THE PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE, GIVEN AT THE FEBRUARY 23, 2002 COUNTY BOARD MEETING

The issue has arisen of late as to whether the County Board should open its meetings with

a recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  This issue has surfaced in a variety of ways, from

Letters to the Editor, editorial comment in the papers, to most recently, a request this

morning, from a speaker during "Public Comment," that we stand and recite the Pledge.

The Civic Federation has also considered this issue. Each time we have been called upon to

do so, we have stood and recited the Pledge.

The Pledge of Alliance is a solemn, reverent oath, and, in one succinct and dignified

statement, conveys one's commitment to duty, and loyalty to flag and to country. Its

words and meaning are deeply rooted in our national conscience, and its utterance is an

expression of national pride.

I consider The Pledge of Alliance to be a personal oath -a personal expression of my

loyalty and duty to flag and to country, and all for which they stand. The Pledge begins "I

pledge allegiance to the flag. .."Because of the reverence I hold for The Pledge, I take

offense when some (a few) seek to pressure me into, or attempt to dictate, the manner of

my personal expressions of loyalty .I take further umbrage when the inference is that the

decision not to say the Pledge at our County Board meetings is in some way unpatriotic.

As I would object to someone's attempt to dictate the manner in which I profess my faith,

I object to those (a few) who would attempt to dictate the manner in which I profess my

patriotism.

Calls for this Board to recite the Pledge came only after the tragic and horrific events of
September 11. Given the clarion calls for us now to say the Pledge, one wonders if we, as
a people, were



lacking in patriotism before September 11. I would argue that our patriotism,
always there, shone brightly in the aftermath of that tragic day.

The views I have expressed today are my own, but they are not isolated. The

Arlington Civic Federation debated the issue of whether to recite the Pledge in its

meetings, on February 5th.  A motion which was advanced to say the Pledge

failed, and the issue was referred back to committee. Reasonable minds can, and

do, differ on this issue. I would offer, however, that some whose voices are the

loudest in calling for the Pledge, are those who are the most critical of political

correctness, which is what the calls for us to say the pledge are.

I realize that there are many in this county who, out of principle, believe that this

Board should say the Pledge, and I am respectful of their views and feelings.

Having said that, if an individual requests at Public Comment that we rise to say

the Pledge of Allegiance, I will certainly oblige, and, despite my personal

feelings, recite with pride, the Pledge.


