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May 23, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Vanguard Services Unlimited, Owner

   BY: Debra L. Volz, President/CEO
2924 Columbia Pike
Arlington, Virginia  22204

SUBJECT: U-2895-96-2  Use Permit Amendment Request to increase the
number of adult participants to 20 (amended to 20 clients with
15 adult participants at any time) and remove annual average
requirement; premises Barcroft Civic Association Area.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve subject to all previous conditions and
amended Condition #1 to include 20 clients with 15
adult participants at any time and eliminating the
annual average of 12 women with an administrative
review in one (1) year (June 2003) and a review by
the County Board in two (2) years.  (June 2004).

SITE: A 16,514 square foot lot, developed with a 60-foot by 30-foot
three-level single-family house.  The house is located on a pipe-
stem lot which is surrounded on all sides by other single-family
residential houses.  Located on 6th Street South, the house is
situated approximately two blocks off of North George Mason
Drive, between South Taylor and South Wakefield Street.

ZONING: "R-6" One-Family Dwelling Districts.

LAND USE: Designated "Low" Residential (1 to 10 dwelling units per acre) on
the General Land Use Plan).

NEIGHBORHOOD: Barcroft School and Civic League

BACKGROUND
The County Board approved this use permit for a dormitory in October 1996.  An
amendment to the use permit was approved in 1997, in order to extend the period for
implementation of the use permit after approval from one (1) year to three (3) years. 
Following renovations of the interior space the applicant was issued the required
certificate of occupancy to begin operation of the dormitory in May 1999.  The use
permit was reviewed in December 1999 and continued with a six (6) month review.  It
was reviewed in again in June 2000 at which time it was continued with a review in
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nine (9) months.  The use permit was last reviewed in March 2001.  During the last
review it was noted that the use had operated in compliance with use permit conditions
and without complaints to County agencies.  The Department of Human Services staff
reported that the use was in compliance with State licensing requirements and that all of
Vanguard Services programs were certified and that there had routinely been no
problems with referrals to the program.

DISCUSSION
The applicant is proposing with the subject request to amend the existing use permit to
increase the number of persons in the household from 18 to 20 with a maximum of 15
adults.  The existing limitation as stated in Condition #1 of the existing use permit
requires that "Occupancy may not exceed 18 clients, including mothers and children, at
any one time, and there may not be more than 14 women at any one time with an
annual average of 12 women."  The site provides adequate interior space for the
proposed two additional persons.  In its determination of the maximum number of
residents approved for licensing purposes, the State employs a requirement of 60
square feet of bedroom space per person (adult and child).  A total of 1,200 square feet
of bedroom space is required to accommodate 20 persons.  The site currently provides
a total of 1,775 square feet of bedroom space.  Thus, State licensing requirements
would allow the proposed 20 persons in the facility.

NEIGHBORHOOD
The Barcroft School and Civic League has submitted a letter of unanimous support for
the proposed use permit amendment to revise Condition #1 of the existing use permit.
The association's letter states the following:  "The occupancy for Demeter House
patients will be a maximum of 20 clients with a maximum of 15 adults at any time."

CONCLUSION
The applicant is not proposing other changes to the site nor to the rules and guidelines
under which the use continues to operate.  The conditions of use permit approval
continue to mitigate potential impacts in the area and, with the exception of amending
condition #1 to address the subject request, all conditions would continue to apply as
originally approved by the County Board.  The subject use has operated successfully at
the subject location under use permit approval for 18 persons since 1996.  The use has
been reviewed and continued by the County Board and has operated in compliance with
the conditions of use permit approval and without complaints to County.  The applicant
has worked well with the neighborhood through the established neighborhood advisory
committee (condition #2) and has received neighborhood support for the proposed
request to amend the use permit.  The use permit process continues to ensure periodic
review of the use by the County Board and provides regular opportunities to address
any problems that may arise.  The property provides adequate space to address the
parking needs of the facility (Condition #3).  Therefore, it is recommended that the use
permit amendment request be approved, subject to all previous conditions and
amended Condition #1 as follows and with an administrative review in one (1) year
(June 2003) and a review by the County Board in two (2) years.  (June 2004).

1. Occupancy may not exceed 18 20 clients, including mothers and children,
at any one time, and there may not be more than 14 15 women at any
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one time.with an average annual of 12 women.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

October 5, 1996 Approved a use permit (U-2895-96-1) for a dormitory
(group home for substance abusing women and their
dependent children) for a maximum of 18 persons at any
one time, with a maximum occupancy of 14 women at
any one time and an annual average of 12 women,
subject to conditions and review in six months from the
date of occupancy.

April 26, 1997 Amended a use permit (U-2895-96-1) for a dormitory
(group home for substance abusing women and their
dependent children) to extend the term in which
construction or operation must commence from one year
after the initial approval to three years.  (October 1999).

May 17, 1997 Authorized advertisement for June 21, 1997 public
hearing use permit amendment (U-2895-96-1) to extend
the term in which construction or operation of the use
must commence from one year after initial approval to
three years.  (October 1999).

June 21, 1997 Amended a use permit (U-2895-96-1) for a dormitory to
extend the term in which construction or operation of the
use must commence from one year after initial approval
to three years.  (October 1999).

December 14, 1999 Continued a use permit (U-2895-96-1) for the operation
of a dormitory of substance abusing women and their
dependent children, a maximum of 18 children, subject
to all previous conditions, and with a review in six (6)
months.

June 10, 2000 Continued a use permit (U-2895-96-1) for the operation
of a dormitory of substance abusing women and their
dependent children, a maximum of 18 children, subject
to all previous conditions, and with a review in nine (9)
months.  (March 2001).

March 17, 2001 Continued a use permit (U-2895-96-1) for the operation
of a dormitory of substance abusing women and their
dependent children, a maximum of 18 children, subject
to all previous conditions, and with a review in three
years.  (March 2004).


