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May 30, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Clarendon Alliance

BY: Sona Virdi, Executive Director
3195 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia  22201

SUBJECT: U-2994-01-1 Use Permit Amendment Request to amend
conditions to extend the approval for an open-air antique and
collectibles market on Saturdays; on premises known as 2900
Wilson Boulevard.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve subject to amended Condition #2 and all
previous conditions and with a review in three (3)
months.  (September 2002).

BACKGROUND
The County Board approved the subject use permit to operate an open-air market at its
September 8, 2001 meeting.  The use began operating on September 22, 2001.  The
Community Code Enforcement Office made the required inspection of the property on
the first day to determine that the parking plan delineating vendor parking complied
with the plan as approved by the County Board.  It was determined that the vendor
parking was in compliance with the approved parking plan.  It was subsequently
discovered that the use had begun operations without the required certificate of
occupancy.  The applicant was informed that the use was not in compliance with the
conditions of use permit approval and that acquiring the required certificate of
occupancy would be necessary to continue operation of the antiques and collectibles
market.  Steps were taken to secure the required certificate of occupancy.  The market
opened the third week in full compliance with the conditions of use permit approval and
with the required certificate of occupancy.

DISCUSSION
The use was last reviewed and continued by the County Board in December 2001.
Condition #2 of the permit approval stated that "The use permit will terminate
automatically on Sunday, June 9, 2002.  The applicant agrees not to seek extension of
the use permit for continuation of an antique and collectibles market at this location for
any reason beyond this period."  With the subject proposal the applicant is proposing to
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amend Condition #2 to be permitted to temporarily extend the antiques and collectibles
market at the existing location while efforts continue to relocate the use to the
Courthouse area.  The applicant has identified a site in the Courthouse Metro Station
area for relocation of the antiques and collectibles market.  That site is partially
encumbered by current construction of the Strayer University building.  It is anticipated
that this construction will be completed in August 2002.  Other sites continue to be
analyzed for relocation.

CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:
Staff is not opposed to temporary continuation of the subject use at its current location
with neighborhood support by Lyon Village Citizens Association and the Clarendon-
Courthouse Civic Association.  Staff has requested official letters of support from the
two nearby associations.  The Lyon Village Citizens Association and the Clarendon-
Courthouse Civic Association have submitted documents stating that their associations
would not object to continuation of this request through September 30, 2002.  (See
attached.)

CONCLUSION
During the December 2001 review of this use permit, it was noted that the use had
operated with minimal concerns and no opposition was expressed to continuing the use
permit.  The subject use was approved based on the knowledge that occupancy on the
subject site would be limited.  The applicant has surveyed other locations that might
house the market.  One potential site on North Uhle Street will become available in
September 2002 following completion of construction of the Strayer University site.
With neighborhood support, staff would support the request to amend condition #2 of
the original use permit approval to permit the market to continue temporarily at its
present location.  Staff would not support the request absent neighborhood support.
Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit amendment request to continue the
subject use at its present location subject to all previous conditions and amended
Condition #2 of the use permit and with a review in three (3) months.  September
2002.

2. The applicant agrees that the use of Site #1 for the antique and collectibles
market on Site #1 (2900 Wilson Boulevard) [U-2994-01-1] shall terminate nine
(9) months after the date of approval by the County Board.  The use shall be
reviewed in three (3) months following County Board approval (December 2001).
The use permit will terminate automatically on Sunday, June 9, 2002.  The
applicant agrees not to seek extension of the use permit for continuation of an
antique and collectibles market at this location for any reason beyond this period.
The use permit shall be extended through September 30, 2002, with a review by
the County Board in September 2002.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

April 9, 1994 Deferred use permit request (U-2805-94-1) for
construction and operation of a restaurant with a drive
through window and approval of a comprehensive sign
plan to its June 4, 1994 meeting.

June 4, 1994 Denied use permit request (U-2805-94-1) for
construction and operation of a restaurant with a drive
through window and approval of a comprehensive sign
plan.

September 9, 2001 Approved use permit (U-2994-01-1) for an open-air
market with a review in three (3) months.  (December
2001

December 8, 2001 Continued use permit (U-2994-01-1) for an open-air
market.


