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May 21, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: American Restaurant Corporation
DBA Tivoli Restaurant
1700 N. Moore Street
Arlington, Virginia 22209

BY: John Attus, President

SUBJECT: SP #94 Site Plan Amendment: American Restaurant Corporation
d.b.a. Tivoli Restaurant by John Attus, President, live entertainment
and dancing Monday - Saturday, 9:00 P.M. to 2:00 A.M.; on
premises known as 1700 N. Moore St. (RPC #16-037-001) (Tivoli
Restaurant)

RECOMMENDATION: Approve, subject to conditions, and with a County
Board review in one (1) year.  (June 2003)

SITE: The Tivoli Restaurant is located on the second and third floor of the
Rosslyn Metro Mall.  The mall is located on North Moore Street
between 19th Street North and Wilson Boulevard.  Office buildings
and other commercial uses surround the mall.  The Rosslyn Metro
Station is located directly below the mall.

ZONING: “C-O Rosslyn” Commercial Office Building, Retail, Hotel and
Multiple-Family Dwelling Districts.

LAND USE: “High” Office-Apartment-Hotel

NEIGHBORHOOD: Colonial Terrace
Radnor/Fort Myer Heights Civic Association
Rosslyn Renaissance

SUMMARY: The applicant proposes an upscale atmosphere for their restaurant
lounge area with the ability to have live entertainment and dancing.
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Disk jockeys and jazz ensembles will provide the entertainment.
Staff believes the request to be appropriate for the restaurant’s
location within a mixed-use retail/office complex, and expects the
use to be complimentary to the other uses in the neighborhood.

BACKGROUND
This is an application for a use permit for live entertainment in an existing restaurant,
known as Tivoli.  Now in its 35th year of operation, the restaurant originally opened in
the Watergate Hotel in 1967.  The restaurant relocated to its current location after the
construction and opening of the Rosslyn Metro Station and the Rosslyn Metro Mall in
1982.  It has operated in this location for the last 20 years and has been owned and
operated by its founding restaurant management team, American Restaurant
Corporation, since 1967.

The president of American Restaurant Corporation, Mr. John Attus, is making this
application.  The applicant requests permission to have live entertainment and dancing
between the hours of 9:00 P.M. and 2:00 A.M. Mondays through Saturdays.  The
performances will be centrally located inside the restaurant’s lounge area.  The lounge
currently has seating for 100 people.  If approved for live entertainment, Mr. Attus
intends to retain an interior designer to redesign the space.  The music will not be
broadcast to the outside terrace of the restaurant.

Mr. Attus envisions creating an upscale live entertainment atmosphere appealing to a
market demographic consisting of professionals primarily in the 25 to 40 age range.  His
intention is to offer music provided by a DJ on Thursdays, Fridays and/or Saturdays
with a live jazz ensemble possible on Mondays, Tuesdays and/or Wednesdays.

The Tivoli Restaurant spans the second and third floors of the Rosslyn Metro Mall.
Adjacent shops within the Mall include a jewelry store, a card shop and a food court on
the second floor, and a medical office and a hair salon on the third floor.  The mall’s
food court closes at 4 P.M. and the other shops in the mall close at 6 P.M.  The interior
of the mall remains open after the shops close in order to provide access to the Tivoli
restaurant and lounge.  Escalators transport patrons from the ground floor to the
second and third floor restaurant and lounge entrances and remain in operation for the
duration of Tivoli’s business hours.  An elevator from the parking garage provides
handicap access to all levels of the restaurant and lounge.

The site offers restaurant patrons a multitude of transportation options including easy
access to Metro rail and bus lines.  The restaurant is located directly above the Rosslyn
Metro station and several Metro bus lines also serve this station.  A taxi stand is located
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across the street from the restaurant’s site, and the building housing the restaurant
includes a 440-space parking garage.  This parking garage is free of charge after 5 P.M.
and remains open for the duration of Tivoli’s business hours.

• COMMUNITY CODE ENFORCEMENT:
Community Code Enforcement reported that there were no issues with the site or
the operation of the business and expressed no objection to the issuance of this use
permit.

• POLICE DEPARTMENT:
The Police Department reported that there were no issues with the site or the
operation of the business and expressed no objection to the issuance of this use
permit.

• FIRE DEPARTMENT:
The Fire Department reported that there were no issues with the site or the
operation of the business and expressed no objection to the issuance of this use
permit.

• STATE ABC BOARD:
The State ABC Board reported that there were no issues with the business and
expressed no objection to the issuance of this use permit.

• CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:
The site is located within the boundaries of the Colonial Terrace Civic Association,
however this civic association is currently inactive.  Staff notified the neighboring
Radnor-Ft. Myer Heights Civic Association as well as the Rosslyn Renaissance about
this pending application.  Mr. Stanley Karson, President of the Radnor-Ft. Myer
Heights Civic Association, notified staff that the civic association did not have any
objections to the requested live entertainment permit.  The Rosslyn Renaissance
was strongly in favor of the application, stating that the area is in great need of
evening activity and street life.  The applicant informed staff that the idea for
hosting live entertainment at the Tivoli Restaurant was originally suggested by the
Rosslyn Renaissance.

CONCLUSION
The applicant proposes an upscale live entertainment atmosphere for their restaurant
lounge area.  Staff believes the request to be appropriate for the restaurant’s location
within a mixed-use retail/office complex, and expects this use to be complimentary to
the other uses in the neighborhood.  Staff considers the proposed use to be attractive
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in that it will likely increase the street life in an office area of Rosslyn that is generally
lacking such activity during the “after work” hours.  The proposed use will afford
additional recreational opportunities to the residents of the neighborhood, and Arlington
in general.

Staff recommends approval, subject to the following conditions, and with a County
Board review in one year.  (June 2003)

1. The applicant agrees that live entertainment and dancing shall be limited to the
following times: from 9 P.M. to 2 A.M., Mondays through Saturdays.

2. The applicant agrees that music resulting from live entertainment shall comply
with the limits established in the County Noise Ordinance.

3. The applicant agrees that all requirements of County Ordinances, the
Environmental Health Bureau, and the Fire Marshall shall be met.

4. The applicant agrees to designate a community liaison to coordinate with nearby
residents and neighbors to address concerns that may be related to the live
entertainment.  The name and telephone number of the liaison shall be
submitted by the applicant to the Zoning Administrator, the Radnor-Ft. Myer
Heights Civic Association and the Rosslyn Renaissance.

5. The applicant agrees that no dancing shall take place without the applicant first
obtaining a valid dance hall permit.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

October 3, 1972 Approved a rezoning request from "C-2" to "C-O" for
1720 and 1730 North Moore Street, and 1305 Wilson
Boulevard.

October 13, 1973 Approved a site plan request for an office building.

July 13, 1974 Approved a modification to the approved site plan in
order to incorporate the Rosslyn Metro Station
property (Z-2020).

July 12, 1975 Approved a site plan amendment that extended the
site plan approval to July 12, 1976, deleted the lowest
garage level, added three garage levels, and added
15, 351 square feet of gross floor area.

August 7, 1976 Accepted withdrawal of a request to extend the
approved site plan to July 12, 1977.

February 14, 1978 Approved a site plan amendment to convert 20,390
square feet of maintenance space to office space, and
to raise the elevator penthouse to 351.0 feet.

December 4, 1982 Deferred a site plan amendment to permit canopies
over the pedestrian walkways over North Fort Myer
Drive and North Moore Street to February 5, 1983.

February 5, 1983 Deferred a site plan amendment request to permit
canopies over the pedestrian walkways as described
above to April 9, 1983.

April 9, 1983 Deferred a site plans amendment request to permit
canopies as described above to June 4, 1983.

June 4, 1983 Accepted withdrawal of a site plan amendment
request to permit canopies as described above.

July 13, 1985 Deferred a site plan amendment request to permit
existing signs to November 16, 1985.
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November 16, 1985 Deferred to January 4, 1986 a site plan amendment
request to permit existing signs.

January 4, 1986 Approved a site plan amendment request to permit
existing signs.

July 19, 1997 Deferred to September 6, 1997 a rezoning request to
"C-O- Rosslyn" and a major site plan amendment
request to add approximately 275, 000 square feet of
office/commercial g.f.a. in a new tower.

September 6, 1997 Deferred to October 4, 1997 a rezoning request to "
C-O-Rosslyn" and a major site plan amendment
request to add approximately 275,000 square feet of
office/commercial g.f.a. in a new tower.

October 4, 1997 Deferred to November 8, 1997 a rezoning request to
"C-O- Rosslyn" and a major site plan amendment
request to add approximately 275, 000 square feet of
office/commercial g.f.a. in a new tower.

November 8, 1997 Deferred to December 13, 1997 a rezoning request
and site plan amendment request as described above.

December 16, 1997 Deferred to January 17, 1998 a rezoning request and
site plan amendment request as described above.

January 17, 1998 Approved a rezoning request to "C-O-Rosslyn" and a
major site plan amendment request to add
approximately 275,000 square feet of
office/commercial g.f.a. in a new tower, subject to the
conditions of the staff report.

December 9, 2000 Approved a minor site plan amendment to extend the
site plan approval expiration date from January 27,
2001 to January 27, 2005, subject to the conditions of
the staff report.


