
June 10, 2002

To: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

From: Ron Carlee, County Manager

Subject: Request to advertise an Ordinance to amend, reenact and recodify
Chapter 27 of the Arlington Code to establish an inmate processing
fee and court security fee

Recommendation: Authorize advertisement for a public hearing on
July 20, 2002 to amend, reenact and recodify the
attached Ordinances of the Arlington County Code
authorizing the imposition a $25 inmate processing
fee on any individual admitted to the county jail
following conviction, and a $5 court security fee
following conviction, to be effective July 21, 2002.

Issue:  None.

Background: During the recent General Assembly session, new legislation was
passed which authorizes the assessment and collection of $25 inmate
processing fees and $5 court security fees beginning July 1, 2002.

Per the Code of Virginia, §15.2-1613, any county may by ordinance authorize a
processing fee not to exceed twenty-five dollars on any individual admitted to the
county jail following conviction.  The inmate processing fee shall be ordered as a
part of court costs collected by the clerk, deposited into the account of the
County Treasurer and shall be used by the Sheriff’s Office to defray the costs of
processing arrested persons into the jail.

Per the Code of Virginia §53.1-120, any county through its governing body, may
assess a sum not in excess of five dollars as part of the costs in each criminal or
traffic case in its district or circuit court in which the defendant is convicted of a
violation of any statute or ordinance.  The assessment shall be collected by the
clerk of the court in which the case is heard, remitted to the County Treasurer,
and used by the Sheriff’s Office to support the funding of courthouse security
personnel.

Attached is a proposed ordinance implementing the code change and authorizing
the collection of a $25 inmate processing fee and $5 court security fee.

Staff: Maxine McManaman, Sheriff’s Office Director of Administration
Reviewed by County Attorney’s Office                                                            



Fiscal Impact: The Sheriff’s Office has lost some funding from the State
Compensation Board as a result of the State budget cuts.  Revenues generated
from implementing these fees will assist in offsetting this lost revenue.
Implementation of the inmate processing fee is expected to generate
approximately $50,000 additional revenue in FY 2003.  Implementation of the
court security fee will generate approximately $200,000 additional revenue in
FY 2003.



AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT AND RECODIFY CHAPTER 27
(MISCELLANEOUS ORDINANCES) OF THE ARLINGTON COUNTY CODE,
VIRGINIA BY ADDING THERETO SUBSECTION 27-22(a) AND 27-22(b)
CONCERNING THE ASSESSMENT OF AN INMATE PROCESSING FEE AND
COURT SECURITY FEE.

§ 27-22 (a) Processing fee for incarceration of persons in Arlington County
Jail.

           There shall be imposed a processing fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) on

any individual admitted to the Arlington County jail following conviction.  The fee

shall be ordered as a part of court costs collected by the appropriate clerk of the

court, and shall be deposited into the account of the Arlington County Treasurer

to be used by the Arlington County Sheriff to defray the costs of processing

arrested persons into the jail.

§27-22(b) Court security fee for persons convicted in Arlington County

district or circuit court.

There shall be imposed a court security fee of five dollars ($5.00) on any

defendant convicted of any statute or ordinance in each criminal or traffic case in

Arlington County District or Circuit Court.  The fee shall be ordered as a part of

court costs collected by the appropriate clerk of the court and shall be remitted to

the Arlington County Treasurer subject to appropriation by the County Board to

the Arlington County Sheriff’s Office for the funding of providing courthouse

security personnel.


