
April 29, 2002

To: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

From: Ron Carlee, County Manager

Subject: County Board Resolution concerning roadway and trail safety
improvements for the George Washington Memorial Parkway

RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the attached resolution regarding proposed
improvements to the George Washington Memorial Parkway and Mount Vernon
Trail.

ISSUES:  None.

BACKGROUND:
The U.S. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), along with the U.S. National
Park Service (NPS), have been working over the past several years to identify
and evaluate roadway and bicycle/pedestrian trail modifications to more safely
and efficiently accommodate motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians using the
George Washington Memorial Parkway (GWMP) in the vicinity of the 14th Street
Bridge and Columbia Island Marina.  The effort is derived from a larger, prior
study of the 14th Street and Shirley Highway (I-395) Corridor that had identified a
number of deficiencies for the GWMP and parallel Mount Vernon Trail.  The
FHWA and NPS have held several meetings with County staff and the public to
address safety concerns and to discuss potential roadway and trail
improvements.

The FHWA and NPS have recently issued an environmental assessment that
identifies a preferred alternative and two alternates for proposed improvements
at the Columbia Island Marina Entrance and the southbound I-395 Ramp to
northbound GWMP and Humpback Bridge.  The Environmental Assessment also
evaluates but defers decision on two other proposed actions to delete the
northbound I-395 ramp to northbound GWMP and southbound GWMP ramp to
southbound I-395.

DISCUSSION:
The NPS and FHWA have identified four locations (see attached map) on the
George Washington Memorial Parkway (GWMP) with significant safety, and in
some cases operational, concerns.
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Currently, motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians entering or leaving the Columbia
Island Marina in the District of Columbia (D.C.) must cross fast-moving parkway
traffic at an unsignalized, at-grade intersection.   The potential for bicyclists,
pedestrians and left-turning motorists to be struck by through vehicles is quite
high and raises serious concerns.   As a interim measure to address this
concern, the NPS proposes to restrict the intersection to right turns only.  Over
the long term, its preferred action is to close the direct entrance to Columbia
Island from the GWMP mainline and to construct a new vehicular entrance from
Boundary Channel Drive.  A new pedestrian and bicycle connection to the
Columbia Island Marina area would be built via a proposed new underpass of the
GWMP on the D.C. side of the Humpback Bridge.  Staff support the proposed
changes and hope that the proposed new bridge can be built soon.

The Humpback Bridge spans Boundary Channel between Arlington and D.C. and
is a frequent location of vehicular crashes in both the northbound and
southbound directions.  The crashes are in part due to the partially -obscured
sight lines and awkward merge areas.  The Mount Vernon Trail crosses
Boundary Channel on the Humpback Bridge using a narrow sidewalk with no
physical barrier between the trail and traffic.  The Environmental Assessment
identifies three alternatives for reconstructing the bridge and correcting the safety
problems on the road and trail.   The alternatives differ in how they would
reconstruct the bridge and the approach lane from southbound I-395 to
northbound GWMP.  The NPS’s and FHWA’s preferred alternative would replace
the existing bridge and provide another underpass for the Mount Vernon Trail on
the Arlington side of the replaced bridge. County Staff supports the proposal to
address the safety concerns by either widening or replacing the existing
Humpback Bridge and by constructing the trail underpasses.  All of the proposed
alternatives appear to meet the objectives of the County; staff reinforces the
need for adequate width, both for the trail on the bridge and the approach trails.

The Environmental Assessment evaluates, but does not endorse at this time, the
closure of two ramps at the GWMP and I-395 interchange.  Both the northbound
I-395 ramp to northbound GWMP and the southbound GWMP ramp to
southbound I-395 have some weaving and safety issues.  The ramps are
relatively lightly used and do not have a significant impact upon traffic operations
for the two roadways.  Staff are concerned that the ramp closures would force
motorists to take more circuitous routes and might result in operational problems
at other places in the highway system.  Staff also feel that the ramps might be
valuable routes during an emergency or other incident that closes roadways near
the Pentagon.   For those reasons we have expressed our opposition to the
proposed closing of the two ramps.  The NPS has deferred making a decision on
whether to endorse the ramp closures until the completion of a more extensive
evaluation by the FHWA of the transportation needs of the I-395/14th Street
corridor in Virginia and the District of Columbia.



The Arlington Bicycle Advisory Committee met with the FHWA staff to discuss
the proposed projects.  The Committee endorsed the planned improvements,
however expressed concern that the preliminary designs called for an
inadequately wide (ten feet rather than the preferred 12 feet width) trail across
the Humpback Bridge.  The Arlington Transportation Commission is scheduled to
meet and consider this on May 15, 2002.

Attached is a County Board resolution expressing support for the proposed
changes to the Columbia Island Marina entrance and the Humpback Bridge.  The
resolution also formally indicates the County Board’s opposition to the proposed
deletion of the two ramps between I-395 and the GWMP.

FISCAL IMPACT:   None.



Attachment

Resolution of the County Board of Arlington, Virginia
Concerning Proposed Improvements to George Washington Memorial

Parkway and Mount Vernon Trail

WHEREAS, the United States Federal Highway Administration (“FHWA”) and the
United States National Park Service (“NPS”) have undertaken an Environmental
Assessment for Roadway and Trail Safety Improvements to the George
Washington Memorial Parkway (“GWMP”); and

WHEREAS,  the FHWA and NPS have held a Public Information Meeting on
March 28, 2002; and

WHEREAS,  the next steps in the process toward improving the GWMP are for
the FHWA and NPS to complete an extensive evaluation  of the transportation
needs of the I-395/14th Street corridor including the GWMP/I-395 interchange
and to seek approval for funding to prepare the final designs.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County Board of Arlington,
Virginia endorses the improvements to the GWMP and the parallel Mount Vernon
Trail, with the following clarification:

Modify the design of the Mount Vernon Trail crossing of the Humpback Bridge
and the access trails to ensure that the designs meet all the specifications of
the American Association of State and Highway Traffic Officials (“AASHTO”)
Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the County Board opposes closure of the
two ramps between the GWMP north of I-395, and I-395 south of the GWMP;
and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the FHWA and NPA are requested to work
with County staff to determine how best to consider fully all transit and group-
riding opportunities for Potomac River crossings and to scope the upcoming
study to evaluate the transportation needs of the I-395/14th Street corridor
including the GWMP/I-395 interchange.

ADOPTED THIS ______________ DAY OF ________________, 2002
County Board of Arlington County, Virginia

BY _______________________________________________
ATTEST


