
May 10, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Funding from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to Develop
a Metropolitan Medical Response System

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1.  Contingent upon County Attorney approval of the
contract as to legal form, authorize the County Manager
to enter into a contract with the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services to receive $400,000 to
develop a Metropolitan Medical Response System.

2.  Appropriate $120,000 in FY 2002 and $280,000 in
FY 2003 from the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (001.0749) to the Fire Department
(001.243) to develop a Metropolitan Medical Response
System.

3.  Authorize 3.0 FTE Temporary grant funded positions
in the Fire Department (001.243), for project
coordination, analysis, and clerical support in the
development of a Metropolitan Medical Response
System.

ISSUE: None.

BACKGROUND: The County has been offered the opportunity to develop a
Metropolitan Medical Response System (MMRS), funded through a federal contract.

The MMRS will enhance the County’s ability to respond to an attack utilizing a Weapon of
Mass Destruction (WMD) involving biological agents, chemicals, nuclear, radiation or
explosives.  The MMRS is considered to be an enhanced local capability based upon
existing first responder/ EMS, public health, medical/mental health services, law
enforcement, and emergency management systems.  This system will include our local
hospitals and private physicians.  Once complete the plan will be integrated with the
applicable State plans, regional Hospital Preparedness Program plans, and be
coordinated with other appropriate political jurisdictions.  The plan will identify
Federal/State assets, which are available for response.  The contract period is for eighteen
(18) months from the date of award.

The County is guaranteed $400,000 for this project, as described in the attached
documentation; $120,000 is anticipated in FY 2002, $280,000 in FY 2003.  Additionally,
contingent upon further Congressional appropriation, the County could get up to an
additional $200,000 in FY 2003. 



FISCAL IMPACT:  No additional County funds are required.  The contract will fully fund
all related activities.

STAFF: Edward Plaugher, Fire Department

Reviewed by the CAO:                                        




