
April 26, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Request to advertise an Ordinance to amend, reenact and recodify Chapter
14.2 (Motor Vehicles and Traffic), Article II, Section 14.2-65.1(a), of the
Code of Arlington County, Virginia, concerning the designation of bicycle
lanes along a portion of Yorktown Boulevard.

RECOMMENDATION: Authorize advertisement of the attached Ordinance to
amend, reenact and recodify Chapter 14.2 (Motor Vehicles
and Traffic), Article II, Section 14.2-65.1(a), of the Code of
Arlington County, Virginia concerning the designation of a
bicycle lane along a portion of Yorktown Boulevard for the
June 8, 2002 County Board meeting.

ISSUES: None.

BACKGROUND:  In July 2001 the County Board adopted an amendment to the
Arlington Bicycle Transportation Plan identifying 28 streets in the County that are to
have a total of 23.3 miles of marked, on-street bicycle lanes.  The Plan amendment,
referred to as the Bike Lane Plan, called for the implementation of the bike lanes over a
number of years.   The County Board also amended the street master plan where the bike
lanes would result in decreasing the number of through lanes for motor vehicles.  It is
anticipated that the planned bicycle lane network will be implemented by successive
ordinance amendments in phases over the next several years as funding is allocated,
community endorsement occurs and roadway conditions allow.

Section 14.2-65(F) of the Arlington County Code states that “where the County Board
has by ordinance designated a bicycle lane for the exclusive use of bicycles, a motor
vehicle may enter or cross this lane for the purpose of accessing adjacent property or for
the purpose of parking, but a motor vehicle shall not be driven in this lane.”  In order to
enforce this ordinance against motor vehicles driving or parking in the bicycle lane, an
ordinance should be adopted to designate bicycle lanes for the exclusive use of bicyclists.
The County Board has adopted two previous ordinance amendments designating bicycle
lanes on portions of 23 streets in the County.  Following adoption of the most recent
amendment, staff realized that the portion of Yorktown Boulevard between North George
Mason Drive and Little Falls Road should have been included in the ordinance because
most of street was scheduled to be repaved in 2002.  Implementing bicycle lanes in
conjunction with repaving and resurfacing projects is the easiest and least expensive
means of creating bike lanes.
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DISCUSSION: Implementing bicycle lanes on Yorktown Boulevard between North
George Mason Drive and Little Falls Road will extend the existing bike lanes on
Yorktown Boulevard, creating a continuous bike lane from 26th Street North to Little
Falls Road.  Striping of the bike lane will result in a reduction of the number of travel
lanes on Yorktown Boulevard. An amendment to the Master Transportation Plan
allowing the reduction of Yorktown Boulevard to two lanes was adopted by the County
Board on July 28, 2001.  The bike lane will be implemented following the planned
repaving of this segment of Yorktown Boulevard during the 2002 paving season.

County staff is working with the Yorktown Civic Association and the Yorktown High
School PTA to address concerns raised by these groups. The Bicycle Advisory
Committee will consider the Ordinance amendment at its June 3 meeting, and the
Transportation Commission will consider the amendment at its May 15 meeting.

FISCAL IMPACT: FY2001 Carryover (pay-as-you-go) funding of $90,000 has been
approved to perform the pavement marking and signing to create the bicycle lanes.



AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT AND RECODIFY CHAPTER 14.2
(MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC), ARTICLE II, SECTION 14.2-65.1(a) OF
THE CODE OF ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA BY ADDING THERETO
SUB-SUBSECTION 24 CONCERNING THE DESIGNATION OF BICYCLE
LANES ALONG A PORTION OF YORKTOWN BOULEVARD.

I. BE IT ORDAINED that Chapter 14.2, Article II, Section 14.2-65.1, Subsection
(a) of the Code of Arlington County, Virginia is hereby amended, reenacted and
recodified by adding thereto Sub-Subsection 24 to read as follows:

Section 14.2-65.1.  Designation of Bicycle Lanes.

(a) The County Board hereby establishes bicycle lanes upon and along the following
streets, at the following locations, which lanes shall be of such dimensions as
determined by the County Manager and which lanes shall be for the exclusive use
of bicyclists:

*  *  *
24. Yorktown Boulevard between North George Mason Drive and Little Falls Road

II. The remaining sections of the Article and Chapter of the County Code hereby
amended shall remain as previously enacted.


