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May 9, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Exxon Company, USA

BY: Nan E. Terpak, Attorney
Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich & Lubeley
2200 Clarendon Boulevard, 13th Floor
Arlington, Virginia  22201

SUBJECT: U-2670-90-5  Use Permit Amendment (Carry-Over) and Review
Request to amend condition #2 to change the color of the canopy
fascia to predominantly red with white trim along the lower lip with
no panels; on premises known as 6720 and 6730 Lee Hwy.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve subject to all previous conditions and an
amended condition #2, and with an administrative
review in one (1) year (May 2003) and a review by
the County Board in (May 2004).

BACKGROUND
At its November 2002 meeting, the County Board deferred the subject request to
January 2002 to allow additional time for the applicant to continue to work with the
Arlington-East Falls Church Civic Association and staff to refine the original proposal.
The use permit request has been deferred a number of times since January as the
applicant and the neighbors continued to work on the proposed request.  Staff has also
provided information regarding the use permit review in this report.

The subject use permit was approved in 1990 for renovation of an existing automobile
service station facility including the enlargement of the kiosk and canopy.  At the time
of the applicant's discussions with the Arlington-East Falls Church Civic Association, the
original condition #2 of the subject use permit was specifically agreed upon.  The
condition states as follows:  "The height of the fascia for the pump island canopy shall
not exceed 42 inches.  The pump island canopy shall have recessed lighting and no
signs shall be permitted on the fascia.  The canopy fascia shall be gray in color with
three (3) red panels (one [1] located on the fascia facing the new convenience store at
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the corner closest to Lee Highway, one [1] located on the fascia facing Washington
Boulevard at the corner closest to Lee Highway, and one [1] located on the fascia
facing the repair bays on the corner closest to Washington Boulevard)."  The applicant
proposes to replace the three red panel boxes located on three sides of the canopy
fascia with the color white and to combine those three small red rectangular boxes on
one side of the canopy fascia toward the west with the red color to span the entire
length of the panel with a white stripe along the bottom of the canopy.

While this use has had ongoing reviews and continuations by the County Board since its
approval, there have been concerns and issues raised by the nearest residents over the
years.  The use permit was last reviewed and continued by the County Board in October
2001.  The site was observed as part of the County Board/East Falls Church Walking
Tour on September 15, 2001.

USE PERMIT REVIEW:
The County Board last reviewed this use permit at its October 13, 2001 meeting.  At
that time it was noted that there were no planned changes in the hours or days of
operation of the use.  It was noted that the applicant had continued to keep the site
well maintained and that the applicant had been very responsive to neighborhood
complaints.  Additionally, the applicant informed the Arlington-East Falls Church Civic
Association president that the on-site manager would be available to attend the
regularly scheduled civic association meetings, where community issues could be
addressed.  It was also agreed that staff would complete an administrative review to
monitor the applicant’s expanded community role.  A quick check with other agencies
revealed the following:

• POLICE DEPARTMENT:
The Police Department reports that there have been no issues with the subject site
during the review period.

• FIRE DEPARTMENT:
The Fire Department reports that the site is in compliance with fire codes and that
there have been no issues during the review period.

• CIVIC ASSOCIATION:
The applicant has submitted documentation that supports efforts to inform
neighbors and the association of proposed changes on the site.  During this
administrative review period the applicant has submitted a request to amend a
condition #2 of the use permit.  The applicant and the neighborhood have been
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working together to address the proposed change.  This has provided opportunities
for the neighborhood to identify issues and concerns about the gas station.  The
Association did not express a position on the review of the use permit.  The
Association has submitted correspondence regarding the proposed use permit
amendment and the use permit review (see attached).

DISCUSSION
Since the last deferral of the subject request the applicant has adjusted the original
proposal and presented the revisions to the Arlington-East Falls Church Civic
Association.  The existing canopy is gray with white trim and contains red panels on
three of the four sides of the canopy fascia.  One red panel faces Washington
Boulevard, the second red panel is located on the fascia toward the convenience store
at the corner closest to Lee Highway and the third is located on the fascia facing the
repair bays on the corner closest to Washington Boulevard.

The applicant continues to propose, as a compromise to the neighborhood, the use of
the red color on one side of the canopy (facing Washington Boulevard and I-66), the
removal of all of the red color from all of the pumps and painting three sides of the
existing canopy a flat white color.  The flat white colored fascia would face residential
properties in the area.  Some of the nearest residents remain opposed to any changes
to the existing canopy.  The Board of Directors of the Arlington East Falls Church Civic
Association has agreed that the proposed modification to the pumps is acceptable.
However, the Board further states that "due to opposition by immediate neighbors -
based on prior understandings that the canopy would be visually unobtrusive - the
Board does not endorse the proposed changes in the canopy color.  This decision by
AEFCCA replaces our previous position on this issue communicated to the County in
January of 2002."  (See attached correspondence).

CONCLUSION
The applicant is proposing to upgrade its existing canopy to include its corporate colors
of red and white.  Recently staff amended its policy on gas station canopies to permit
the inclusion of up to three colors on gas station canopies.  The subject gas station
currently has three colors:  gray and red and a white trim on the canopy.  In light of the
amended policy staff believes that it is reasonable to permit the applicant to amend the
existing condition to include corporate colors on the canopy.  The applicant's request is
in keeping with existing County policy for gas station canopies.  The applicant is
proposing to remove the existing red panels from all of the fascias that are oriented
toward residential properties in the area.  The red color would be placed on the fascia
toward Washington Boulevard/I-66.  The remaining three sides of the canopy would be
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of a white matte color.  Staff believes that while there are neighbors to the site that
continue to find the white color on the canopy obtrusive, the proposed white matte
finish would be less reflective than a glossy finish which should minimize its impact on
residential properties.  The Washington Boulevard/I-66 side of the site, as it intersects
with Lee Highway, faces major thoroughfares and commercial uses to the south along
Lee Highway, thus the impact of the use of the red color on the residential uses in the
vicinity of the station would be minimal.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use
permit be continued and that the use permit amendment request for colors on the
canopy be approved subject to all previous conditions and amended condition #2 with
an administrative review in one (1) year (May 2003) and a review by the
County Board in (May 2004).

2. The height of fascia for the pump island canopy shall not exceed 42
inches.  The pump island canopy shall have recessed lighting and no signs
shall be permitted on the fascia.  The pump island canopy fascia shall not
be illuminated.  The canopy shall be gray white in color with three (3) red
white panels (one [1] located on the fascia facing the new convenience
store at the corner closest to Lee Highway, one [1] located on the fascia
facing Washington Boulevard at the corner closest to Lee Highway, and
one [1] located on the fascia facing the repair bays on the corner closest
to Washington Boulevard).  The fourth fascia, facing Washington
Boulevard and Interstate 66 to the west, may be red in color.  There shall
be no message content on any portion of the canopy fascia panels, the
lighting associated with the canopy shall remain completely recessed, shall
be directed downward toward the pump islands and the light globes shall
not be visible from the public right-of-way and any change to the existing
canopy shall require a use permit amendment.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

May 4, 1963 Denied a use permit request to operate a restaurant
at 6720 Lee Highway.

September 11, 1971 Deferred a use permit request (U-1870-71-2) to
operate an automobile service station and public
garage (10-car care center).

October 9, 1971 Deferred a use permit request (U-1870-71-2) to
operate an automobile service station and public
garage (10-car care center).

October 9, 1971 Deferred a use permit request (U-1874-71-3) to
operate a car wash.

October 20, 1971 Approved a use permit (U-1871-71-2) to operate an
automobile service station and public garage (10-car
care center), subject to conditions.

October 20, 1971 Approved a use permit (U-1871-71-3) to operate a
car wash, subject to conditions.

September 12, 1987 Deferred a use permit request (U-2559-87-4) to
construct and operate an automobile service station
and public garage at 6730 Lee Highway.

October 17, 1987 Approved a use permit request (U-2559-87-4) to
construct and operate an automobile service station
and public garage at 6730 Lee Highway.

September 10, 1988 Approved a use permit amendment (U-2559-87-4)
to enlarge the canopy and expand the kiosk to
include a small convenience store, subject to two
new conditions and amended condition #6, and a
three-month carry-over.

December 3, 1988 Continued a use permit (U-2559-87-4), including
retention of the public garage, subject to all
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previous conditions, and with a review in nine (9)
months.

September 12, 1989 Continued a use permit (U-2559-87-4), subject to
previous conditions, and with a review in one (1)
year.

May 22, 1990 Approved a use permit (U-2760-90-5) for renovation
of the existing automobile service station including
enlarging the kiosk and canopy, subject to
conditions 1-13, and with a review in one (1) year.

September 8, 1990 Discontinued use permit (U-2559-87-4) for
operation of an automobile service station, car
wash, and public garage.

May 14, 1991 Continued a use permit (U-2670-90-5) for
renovation of the existing automobile service
station, subject to previous conditions and with a
review in one (1) year.

May 16, 1992 Continued a use permit (U-2670-90-5) for
renovation of an existing automobile service station,
subject to previous conditions and with a review in
one (1) year.

May 20, 1993 Continued a use permit (U-2670-90-5) for
renovation of an existing automobile service station,
subject to previous conditions and with a review in
one (1) year.

May 7, 1994 Continued a use permit (U-2670-90-5) for
renovation of an existing automobile service station,
subject to previous conditions and with a review in
three (3) years.

June 4, 1996 Deferred to June 29, 1996, a use permit
amendment (U-2670-90-5) to relocate and expand
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the convenience store, to add pump islands, and to
modify parking, the canopy and signs.

June 29, 1996 Deferred to July 20, 1996, a use permit amendment
(U-2670-90-5) to relocate and expand the
convenience store, to add pump islands, and to
modify parking, the canopy and signs.

July 20, 1996 Approved a use permit amendment (U-2670-90-5)
to relocate and expand the convenience store, add
pump islands, and modify parking, canopy and signs
subject to all previous conditions as amended and
new conditions numbers 14 - 32 and with a review
in six (6) months.

January 11, 1997 Continued a use permit amendment (U-2670-90-5)
to relocate and expand the convenience store, add
pump islands, and modify parking, canopy and signs
subject to all previous conditions, as amended, and
with a review in nine (9) months.

October 4, 1997 Continued a use permit amendment (U-2670-90-5)
to relocate and expand the convenience store, add
pump islands, and modify parking, canopy and signs
subject to all previous conditions, as amended, and
with a review in six (6) months (April 1998).

April 4, 1998 Continued a use permit amendment (U-2670-90-5)
to relocate and expand the convenience store, add
pump islands, and modify parking, canopy and signs
subject to all previous conditions, as amended, and
with a review in six (6) months (October 1998).

October 17, 1998 Continued a use permit amendment (U-2670-90-5)
to relocate and expand the convenience store, add
pump islands, and modify parking, canopy and signs
subject to all previous conditions, as amended, and
with a review in one (1) year (October 1999).
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October 1999 Continued a use permit amendment (U-2670-90-5)
to relocate and expand the convenience store, add
pump islands, and modify parking, canopy and signs
subject to all previous conditions, as amended and
with a review in six (6) months.

April 8, 2000 Continued a use permit amendment (U-2670-90-5)
to relocate and expand the convenience store, add
pump islands, and modify parking, canopy signs,
subject to all previous conditions, and with a review
in six (6) months.

October 7, 2000 Continued an amended use permit (U-2670-90-5) to
relocate and expand the convenience store, add
pump islands, and modify parking, canopy signs,
subject to all previous conditions, and with a review
in six (6) months.

March 17, 2001 Continued an amended use permit (U-2670-90-5)
for an automobile service station and public garage,
subject to all previous conditions, and with a review
in six months (September 2001).

September 8, 2001 Deferred an amended use permit (U-2670-90-5) for
an automobile service station and public garage, to
the October 13, 2001 County Board meeting.

October 13, 2001 Continued use permit (U-2670-90-5) for an
automobile service station and public garage with
an administrative review six (6) months (April 2002)
and a review by the County Board in one (1) year.
(October 2002)

November 17, 2001 Deferred use permit amendment request (U-2670-
90-5) to amend condition #2 to change the color of
the canopy fascia to predominantly red with white
trim along the lower lip with no panels to a January
2002 County Board meeting.
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January 26, 2002 Deferred use permit amendment request (U-2670-
90-5) to amend condition #2 to change the color of
the canopy fascia to predominantly red with white
trim along the lower lip with no panels to the March
23, 2002 County Board meeting.

March 23, 2002 Deferred use permit amendment request (U-2670-
90-5) to amend condition #2 to change the color of
the canopy fascia to predominantly red with white
trim along the lower lip with no panels to the April
20, 2002 County Board meeting.

April 20, 2002 Deferred use permit amendment request (U-2670-
90-5) to amend condition #2 to change the color of
the canopy fascia to predominantly red with white
trim along the lower lip with no panels to the and
including the annual review of the subject use
permit to the May 18, 2002 County Board meeting.


