
STAFF: Edward A. Flynn, Police, Chief 
 
County Board Meeting: November 16, 2002 

          October 15, 2002 
 
 

TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Information Report and Acknowledgement of Receipt of $2,011,500.00 

Grant from the Department of Justice for the Washington D. C. 
Metropolitan Area Drug Enforcement Task Force (MATF) for period 
08/1/02 thru 07/31/03. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Acknowledgement Receipt of $2, 011,500.00 Grant  
        from the Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice  
                                    Assistance (BJA) for the Washington D.C. Metropolitan  
                                    Area Drug Enforcement Task Force (MATF). 
 
ISSUE: None 
  
BACKGROUND:  The Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance and the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) are continuing to provide federal 
funding to advance and support the national drug control strategy in the most critical 
drug trafficking areas of the country.  Certain areas of the country have been 
designated High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) and the 
Washington/Baltimore area has been named a HIDTA primarily because of its retail 
distribution problem. 
 
DISCUSSION: Within the framework of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, the HIDTA 
program provides the ability for local, state, and federal agencies to create partnerships 
for the improvement of information and intelligence sharing through collocated 
teamwork.  The goal of the program is to "reduce the overall number of hard-core users 
in the HIDTA by reducing the number of the most significant drug distribution networks 
and their clientele."  The program activities include an intelligence center, enforcement 
initiatives, treatment programs and prevention programs.  Treatment and prevention 
programs are funded by a grant through the University of Maryland.  
 
The Washington/Baltimore HIDTA region, which includes Virginia, Maryland and District 
of Columbia, encompasses two major metropolitan areas, twenty counties, three federal 
judicial districts and several smaller municipalities.  The Metropolitan Area Drug 
Enforcement Task Force (MATF) is an integral component of the HIDTA program. 
Arlington County serves as the fiscal agent of both HIDTA and MATF. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: No County funds are involved.  These grant funds are neither 
expenditures of the Arlington County Police Department nor part of the Arlington 
County budget.  


