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        October 30, 2002 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Old Dominion Neighborhood Conservation Plan 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Accept the Old Dominion Neighborhood 

Conservation Plan with the comments 
specified in this report. 

 
ISSUES:   None 
 
SUMMARY: Old Dominion occupies the area bounded on the 

north by 26th Street, on the east by North Wakefield, 
on the south by Lee Highway, and on the west by 
North Columbus Street.  The neighborhood consists 
largely of single family homes and includes an active 
commercial area located on Lee Highway.  In 
addition, Old Dominion is home to the following 
County services: the salt dome, leaf mulch site, and 
water tower. 

 
The Old Dominion NC Plan presents the following as 
Neighborhood Goals: 

 
• Preservation and improvement of the essentially 

single-family character of the neighborhood. 
 

• Beautification of non-residential areas with special 
emphasis on County-owned property. 

 
• Creation of a park to serve as a neighborhood 

gathering place and recreation/relaxation area. 
 

• Enhancement and upgrading of physical 
infrastructures to improve pedestrian access and 
overall safety. 

 
• Controlling speeding on major roads and reduction of 

cut-through traffic on neighborhood streets. 
 
Staff: Shirley Grant, Neighborhood Conservation Planner, DCPHD, ONS 
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• Improvement of residents’ access to major arterial, 

such as Lee Highway, Old Dominion Drive, and Glebe 
Road. 

 
• Improvement of the appearance of commercial 

establishments. 
 
 

Survey responses indicate that the current priorities 
for the neighborhood are history and neighborhood 
landmarks, parks, recreation and beautification, 
capital improvements, traffic, county services, land 
use and zoning and business conservation. 

 
There are a few recommendations where staff has 
provided comments to clarify issues and provide 
additional information.  Staff generally supports the 
plan, and recommends the County Board acceptance 
of the Old Dominion Neighborhood Conservation 
Plan, subject to staff comments in this report. 

 
BACKGROUND:   The Old Dominion Civic Association (ODCA) began work on 
this plan in 1994.  A written survey was hand-distributed to every household in 
the Neighborhood. A walking survey was carried out to obtain additional 
information. The draft plan was distributed to all interested residents, who were 
invited to submit recommendations for inclusion.  Neighborhood Conservation 
staff has worked extensively with volunteer plan writers to complete and review 
this plan, which was approved by the Association on May 8, 2002. The 
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee reviewed the Plan on July 11, 
2002 and recommended it be forwarded to the Planning Commission and 
County Board for acceptance. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Old Dominion Neighborhood Conservation Plan makes 
sixty-six recommendations covering a broad spectrum of topics. NC staff and 
the staff from other appropriate County departments will work to implement the 
community projects as initiated by the neighborhood, subject to funding 
availability and/or NCAC approval. For non-capital recommendations, NC staff 
will act as a liaison between the community and other County agencies.  To 
follow are staff comments, listed by Department, on minor sections in the Old 
Dominion NC Plan where additional explanation is useful.  This memorandum 
will be printed and bound with the NC plan when it is published.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The acceptance of the Old Dominion Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan does not have any immediate fiscal impact upon County 
operations.  If recommendations from this plan requiring funding or staff 
resources outside of the NC bond allocation are brought forward for 
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implementation, they will each be analyzed as part of the County budget 
process.  
 
CONCLUSION:  Staff generally agrees with the Old Dominion Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan and recommends County Board acceptance of the plan, 
subject to the staff comments specified in this report. 
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Priority Issue/Page # 
Recommendation # 

Plan Recommendation Comment(Department) 

Parks, Recreation, and 
Beautification / Page 16 
Recommendation 3 

Establish a park on County-
owned land between the leaf 
storage facility and the bike 
path on N. 26th Street.  Old 
Dominion requests that the 
County Board designate this 
land as park land and put it 
under the control of DPRCR.  
(It now is under the control of 
the Department of 
Environmental Services.) 
 

DPRCR could support this as a park as 
long as there is adequate funding for 
maintenance both before and after the 
implementation of any approved 
project.  The project must be consistent 
with the Open Space Master Plan 
(OSMP). (DPRCR) 
 
In permitting the leaf site, consensus 
with neighborhoods was not to allow 
recreational activities on the leaf site 
pavement; too many issues about 
safety.  (DES) 

Traffic / Cut-Through Traffic/ 
Page 27  
Recommendation 23 

Old Dominion asks that the 
County conduct a study of the 
cut-through traffic in the 
neighborhood between Lee 
Highway and Glebe Road, and 
between Old Dominion Drive / 
Glebe Road and George 
Mason Drive / North Harrison 
Street, and work with the 
neighborhood to identify 
potential solutions to the 
problem. 

Staff performed a cut-through traffic 
study for 23rd Street and North 
Columbus Street via North Glebe Road 
and Lee Highway and found that the 
threshold for cut-through has not been 
met. The Neighborhood Traffic Calming 
Committee is reviewing the Traffic 
Calming Program in order to further 
explore and define how to address cut-
through traffic issues. (DPW) 

Traffic / Speeding on 
Neighborhood Side Streets / 
Page 28 
Recommendation 25 

Build sidewalks on both sides 
of North 23rd St between 
Glebe Road and Columbus St 
(note: North 23rd St is 37 feet 
wide).  This would reduce 
speeding by narrowing the 
street, enhance pedestrian 
safety, and contribute to the 
beautification of our 
neighborhood. 

DPW agrees with the recommendation 
for construction of sidewalks along both 
sides of 23rd Street between Glebe 
Road and N. Columbus Street.  County 
policy is for a sidewalk on at least one 
side of all streets and we believe a 
sidewalk project proposal should be 
undertaken on all of N. 23rd Street.  The 
most recent adopted CIP FY 2001-
2006 included a sidewalk for 23rd 
Street. (DPW) 

Traffic / Parking / Page 30 
Recommendation 30 

Arlington County strictly 
monitors and enforces the 
residential permit parking 
sticker system.  Old Dominion 
also recommends that 
Arlington County support 
residents' efforts to obtain 
permit parking along their 
streets should parking 
problems continue or worsen 
in areas that do not currently 
have parking restrictions. 

Old Dominion residents should contact 
the Police Department regarding 
enforcement of residential permit 
parking.  Should parking problems 
worsen in the areas that do not 
currently have permit parking, please 
contact the Traffic Engineering Division 
to perform a study to determine if 
additional permit parking areas should 
be established. (DPW) 
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Priority Issue/Page # 
Recommendation # 

Plan Recommendation Comment(Department) 

County Services / 
Salt Dome / Page 33 
Recommendation 41 

Do not use the salt dome for 
unsightly off-season storage of 
County vehicles, equipment, 
or building materials … 

Snow plows and spreaders are stored 
at the salt tank because there is no 
other space to store them.  During the 
winter Public Works can respond better 
by having equipment stored and staged 
where it can be quickly utilized.  Other 
materials are not normally stored at this 
location, nor do we propose to change 
this process.  However, on rare 
occasions it is necessary to store some 
materials here since there are not many 
other County controlled sites available. 
(DPW) 

County Services / 
Salt Dome / Page 34 
Recommendation 42 

Replace the salt dome with a 
more attractive facility once its 
useful life is over. 

The existing salt dome is not scheduled 
for replacement at this time. Public 
Works would not oppose any future 
changes as long as they did not reduce 
any of the space available.  As the 
neighborhood noted, the site is 
awkward, but is critical for snow 
removal efforts.  If in the future it 
becomes necessary to replace the 
tank, we believe a more efficient and 
aesthetically pleasing facility could be 
developed.  DPW will work with the 
neighborhood and civic association if or 
when this project develops.  (DPW) 

Land Use and Zoning / In-fill 
Development 
Page 36 
Recommendation 47 

Old Dominion strongly urges 
that modifications be made to 
the County's Zoning 
Ordinance to require 
developers to notify adjoining 
property owners, NCAC 
representatives, and civic 
associations when developers 
apply for By-Right construction 
permits. 

These types of notifications could be 
logistically difficult to provide and would 
only be for information purposes when 
by-right construction is taking place.  
The Zoning Ordinance currently has no 
requirements for community notification 
of by-right development and there are 
no plans to request this change. 
(DCPHD-Planning) 

Land Use and Zoning / GLUP 
and Zoning Inconsistencies 
Page 38 
Recommendation 54 

Change the GLUP to be 
consistent with zoning maps 
with regard to those locations 
on North Albemarle Street and 
Old Dominion Drive, and North 
Buchanan Street and Lee 
Highway. This will reduce the 
possibility that commercial 
uses will develop in those 
areas without the necessary 
variances being obtained. 

The Planning Division will review this 
area to determine the nature of the 
inconsistency and the land use history. 
(DCPHD – Planning) 
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Priority Issue/Page # 
Recommendation # 

Plan Recommendation Comment(Department) 

Business Conservation /  
Appearance of Shops / 
Page 42 
Recommendation 57 

Incorporate trees and/or 
landscaping along the 
sidewalks in the commercial 
corridor, specifically the first 
500 feet in each direction from 
the intersection of Lee 
Highway and Glebe Road.  
Understandably, there is not 
space in all areas; however, 
there are opportunities to 
create small oases, especially 
associated with some of the 
larger businesses in this 
immediate area.  Old 
Dominion recommends that 
the County work with First 
Union and F&M banks to 
redesign their corner with a 
monument sign surrounded by 
landscaping, similar to that at 
the corner with the Exxon gas 
station. 

This area is identified on the adopted 
underground utility plan and meets two 
of the required criteria: being short term 
(15yr plan) and adjacent to an arterial 
roadway. (DPW) 
 
As noted there is very little space in the 
public rights of way for trees or 
landscaping.  The County has no 
authority to require commercial 
property owners to replace their 
signage and provide additional 
landscaping.  The neighborhood should 
work with these businesses to 
encourage them to redesign their 
signge and provide additional 
landscaping. (ONS) 
 

Business Conservation / 
Appearance of Shops / 
Page 43 
Recommendation 60 

Extend the Lee Highway 
Cherrydale Revitalization Plan 
up Lee Highway, especially 
elements like the brick 
sidewalks and crosswalks, the 
Carlyle street lamps and tree 
plantings.  With the completion 
of the Cherrydale renovation, 
extension of it up to our 
neighborhood should be 
emphasized.  

This has been recently added to a list 
of potential streetscape improvement 
projects, but funds are not available. 
(DCHPD – ONS) 
 
Currently, there are no plans to revisit 
the Lee Highway-Cherrydale 
Revitalization Plan or extend its 
boundaries.  This could happen in the 
future if there is interest in looking at all 
of the plan elements. (DCPHD-
Planning) 

 


