
 
 
STAFF: Lynette M. Hart, OSS, Real Estate Section 
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office:____________ 
 
County Board Meeting – November 16, 2002 

 
  
 November 14, 2002 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Deed of Lease Between Street Retail, Inc and the 

County Board of Arlington County, Virginia (Tenant) for the Lease 
of 1,490 square feet of space located at Pentagon Row (1301 S. 
Joyce Street) for the new location of the Arlington Visitors 
Orientation Center. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: A. Approve the Deed of Lease, (“Lease”), between Street 
Retail, Inc (“Landlord”) and the County Board of Arlington County, 
Virginia (“Tenant”) for the lease of Store Number D-11, 
approximately 1490 square feet of space located at Pentagon Row 
(1301 S. Joyce Street, Arlington, Virginia 22202), subject to the 
Lease being approved by the U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Economic Development Administration. 

 

                             B.  Authorize the Real Estate Coordinator to execute the Deed of 
Lease and all other documents required under the Lease on behalf 
of the County Board, subject to approval as to form by the County 
Attorney. 

 
ISSUES: None 

 

BACKGROUND:  On April 29, 2002 the County Board approved a grant application to 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration in the 
amount of $400,000 for creation of the Arlington Visitors Orientation Center. The grant 
was awarded on October 2, 2002. The new Visitors Center will promote Arlington’s 
retail, restaurant, theatre, and accommodations to our overnight visitors and daytime 
population.  It will also promote regional tourism cooperation. 
 
The grant will be used for a 5-year lease with improvements of a storefront space of 
1490 square feet in the Pentagon Row shopping complex. This will replace the current 
Arlington County Visitors Center (ACVS), which was established in 1976 in the lobby of 
the Aurora Hills Center.  This new location was chosen jointly by staff and the Tour and 
Travel Commission based on ability to increase the size of the current offering and to 
serve more constituents in an engaging environment.  The current location is too small 
and is accessible only to visitors with cars. The new location has great proximity to 



Visitors Orientation Center Lease 
County Board Meeting – November 16, 2002 

Metro through the attractive Fashion Centre as well as ease of access from I-395.  
Locating in a shopping venue will capture many visitors who are there as well as the 
exposure to many more Arlington citizens. 
 
The Lease term is (5) five years commencing March 1, 2003, with three (3) two (2) year 
options to renew. Initial Base Rent is $29.88 per square foot with 3% annual increases 
after the first Lease Year. Tenant is to make an additional payment of $14,000 annually 
for Tenant’s Base Building Improvements provided by the Landlord. The County will 
pay a prorata share of increases in Taxes and Common Area Maintenance, not to 
exceed 5% per year, in addition to its own utilities defined as electric, water, sewer, gas 
and other utilities supplied to the Leased Premises. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The grant will fully fund the initial start-up of the new center 
including presentation equipment and materials, as well as the first (5) five years rent.  
There is no local match required for this grant.  Utilities estimated at $3.00 per square 
foot or $4,500 annually, plus janitorial costs of $6,500 annually are the items that 
would need to be expended from the ACVS budget. Hours of operation and staffing are 
expected to remain constant at their current level.  
 
   

 

  


