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 October 9, 2002 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Dittmar Company 
 
 BY: Fredrick E. Sheridan, AIA, Principal 
  3440 N. Fairfax Drive 
  Arlington, VA 22201  
  
 
SUBJECT: SP #45 SITE PLAN AMENDMENT: Dittmar Co. Fredrick E. 

Sheridan, Agent, comprehensive sign plan; premises known as 
5550 Columbia Pike (RPC #28-004-003) 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the requested site plan amendment, subject 

to the condition of the staff report. 
 
SITE: The site, comprising 468,657 S.F. (10.75 acres), occupies the block 

located at the southeast corner of the intersection of South 
Jefferson Street and Columbia Pike.  The western side of the site 
abuts the boundary line between Arlington and Fairfax Counties. 

 
ZONING: The subject site is zoned “RA7-16” Apartment Dwelling District. 
 
LAND USE: The subject site is designated “Low-Medium” Residential on the 

General Land Use Plan. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD: The site lies within the Columbia Forest Civic Association and is 

also adjacent to the Columbia Heights West Civic Association. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The site contains a 400-unit apartment building built in 1965.  The building has recently 
completed an extensive renovation.  The subject sign has existed as is for 
approximately 30 years.  It is in weathered condition and needs updating. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The current signs have served residents of the property well over the past three 
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decades.  As the apartment complex has just been renovated, the applicant would like 
to update the sign to reflect the revitalized nature of the property.  The overall scale of 
the proposed sign is the same as the existing sign.  The length, width, and height of the 
sign would not change.  The new sign would be located in the same general area as the 
existing sign.  The proposed sign would be made of polished black granite, with 
highlights of “astra” (pinkish-gray) granite.  The proposed signage includes a brass 
plaque containing the complex’s rental office telephone number.  The foundation of the 
sign would be constructed of the same polished black granite.  While the existing sign 
currently contains a planter in the base of the sign, the proposed sign will instead be 
surrounded by a 14’ x 14’ flowerbed.  A surrounding 8” wide granite curb will enclose 
this flower garden. 
 
Staff contacted both the Columbia Forest and Columbia Heights West Civic Associations 
and received no opposition to the proposed changes to the Wildwood Park Apartments 
sign. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Staff considers the requested signage to be appropriate for this development.  The high 
quality materials proposed to be used in the sign update will enhance the visual 
appearance of the sign, while also making it more weather resistant.  The addition of a 
surrounding flowerbed will further add to the visual appearance of not just the sign, but 
the entire property as well.  For these reasons, staff recommends that the County Board 
approve the requested site plan amendment to permit replacement of a building 
identification sign, subject to the following condition. 
 
 1. The developer agrees that the design, dimensions and placement of the 

new building identification sign will be in accordance with the drawings 
submitted with this request for a minor site plan amendment and dated 
June 28, 2002 and as approved by the County Board at its October 19, 
2002 meeting.  The sign will be surrounded by a 14’ x 14’ flowerbed 
enclosed by an 8” wide granite curb and will be no larger than 10.0’ wide, 
2.0’ deep, and 11.0’ high. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  
  
 

April 7, 1962 Rezoned a site from "RA14-26" Apartment Dwelling 
District to "RA7-16" Apartment Dwelling District.  

  
           Approved a site plan (Z-1578-62-2, SP #45) for a 

400-unit apartment building and associated parking. 
 
May 19, 2001 Deferred consideration of Site Plan Amendment to 

redesign the entrance, add an underground parking 
garage, rebuild the existing pool and bath house, add 
an exercise room, enhance the front elevation and 
other enhancements to the existing apartment 
building at 5550 Columbia Pike. 


