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    October 9, 2002 
 
TO:  
 The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT:  The Boulevard Woodgrill, LLC. 
 
 BY:  Joseph F. Corey, Owner 
 
SUBJECT: U-3046-02-1 Use Permit Request for live entertainment and 

dancing; on premises known as 2901 Wilson Blvd (RPC #15-066-
019) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve, subject to the conditions of the staff report 

and with a review in one (1) year (October 2003). 
 
SITE:  The subject site is located on Wilson Boulevard at its intersection 

with North Fillmore Street.  The site is developed with an existing 
restaurant and a surface parking lot and is located within 1,000 
feet of the Clarendon Metro Station.  The property backs up to 
residential uses.  Along Wilson Boulevard the site adjoins and is 
adjacent to similar commercial uses.  The building contains two (2) 
levels with approximately 15,390 square feet of space. 

 
ZONING: "C-3" General Commercial Districts. 
 
LAND USE: "Service Commercial" (Personal and business services.  Generally 

one to four stories.  Maximum 1.5 F.A.R.) 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD: Lyon Village Citizens Association, Clarendon-Courthouse Civic 

Association and the Clarendon Alliance. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The subject building had previously been occupied by "Microland," a computer and 
technology establishment.  The subject restaurant has occupied the site under the 
required certificate of occupancy since March 2002.  The applicant also operates the 
nearby Faccia Luna Pizzaria Restaurant, a by-right use in the "C-3" zoning district.  The 
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applicant is requesting a use permit to provide live entertainment in conjunction with a 
new by-right restaurant, the Boulevard Woodgrill, LLC.  The building contains 
approximately 15,390 square feet of floor space split between a main (ground) floor 
and a basement.  On the ground floor the applicant is proposing live entertainment only 
during weekend brunches.  This level of the building would seat a maximum of 113 
patrons.  The applicant is not proposing dancing on this level of the building.  This level 
contains the entrance into the building, a dining room, a bar and storage space.  A 
music area would be developed by removing a few tables and chairs in a designated 
section of the restaurant.  The lower level (basement) would provide seating for a 
maximum of 76 patrons.  This level contains a second dining room, a dance floor and 
music area, and storage and mechanical spaces.   
 
DISCUSSION 
The applicant is proposing to provide live entertainment without dancing for its 
weekend brunches on Saturday and Sunday only between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 
3:00 p.m.  In addition, the applicant is proposing to provide live entertainment on the 
lower level (basement) between 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on Sunday through 
Thursday, and between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 midnight on Fridays and Saturdays, except 
on New Years Eve (New Year's Day) when live entertainment may extend between 8:00 
a.m. and 12:30 a.m.  The applicant has withdrawn the request for dancing in 
association with the live entertainment use permit request. 
 
The applicant expects to offer a limited number of private party options such as 
wedding receptions, small conferences, breakfast meetings, rehearsal dinners, high 
school graduation parties, wine tasting dinners, college class reunions and other 
fundraisers on the basement level of the building.  These activities would not be open 
to the public and thus would not require a dance hall permit. 
 
Recently staff attended a meeting with the applicant and representatives of the Lyon 
Village Citizens Association and some of the nearest neighbors to discuss the subject 
proposal (see attached neighborhood document).  The applicant agreed that dancing 
would not be permitted on the ground-floor level of the building and agreed to 
Conditions #1, #2, #3, and #4 as written by the neighborhood.  Staff is not opposed to 
the conditions as submitted.  The applicant further agreed that music associated with 
the live entertainment would be primarily acoustic music, envisioned where non-
acoustic instruments would play softly enough so as not to overwhelm the acoustic 
instruments in the group.  Examples of this type of music include a jazz combo with an 
electric guitarist or a bluegrass band with an electric bass.  Staff has incorporated the 
agreed upon conditions in the staff report (Condition #2). 
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CONCLUSION 
The applicant currently operates two restaurant uses in the Clarendon area, the Faccia 
Luna Pizzaria Restaurant and the subject new Boulevard Woodgrill Restaurant.  Thus 
the applicant is familiar with the County parking requirements for restaurant and live 
entertainment related uses.  The Zoning Ordinance permits a total of 199 restaurant 
seats that would not require parking because the site is within 1,000 feet of the 
Clarendon Metro station.  The applicant's site presently seats a total of 189 patrons.  
The applicant has agreed to operate the live entertainment in accordance with the 
conditions of the staff report.  The applicant has agreed to participate in the 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee and has been added to the list of participants, which 
includes other live entertainment uses in the Clarendon area (Condition #8).  Therefore, 
it is recommended that the use permit for live entertainment in conjunction with a 
restaurant be approved subject to the conditions of the staff report and with a review in 
one (1) year (October 2003). 
 
 1. The applicant agrees live entertainment shall be permitted on the ground 

floor of the parcel between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays 
and on the lower level (basement level) of the parcel between 8 a.m. and 
11 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and between 8 a.m. and 12 midnight 
on Fridays and Saturdays, except 12:30 a.m. on the night of New Year’s 
Eve (New Year’s Day). 

 
2. The applicant agrees that live entertainment on the ground floor shall be 

limited exclusively to acoustic music or primarily acoustic music.  
“Primarily acoustic” envisions a mixture of acoustic and electric 
instruments playing in what would still be considered an “acoustic” setting 
where non-acoustic instruments would play softly enough so as not to 
overwhelm the acoustic instruments in the group.  One example is a jazz 
combo with an electric guitarist; another is a Bluegrass band with an 
electric bass. 

 
3. The applicant agrees that if not terminated earlier for some other reason, 

this permit shall run with the business under the current ownership, and 
shall terminate automatically upon either the sale of a majority interest in 
the business by the Boulevard Woodgrill, LLC, t such time as the business 
ceases to operate as the Boulevard Woodgrill, LLC, whichever occurs 
sooner. 

 
 4. The applicant agrees that music resulting from live entertainment shall 

comply with the limits established in the County Noise Ordinance. 
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 5. The applicant agrees that all requirements of County and State 

Ordinances, the Environmental Health Bureau, the Fire Marshal, the Police 
Department and the Alcohol Beverage Control Board shall be met. 

 
6. The applicant agrees to identify a liaison between the subject use and the 

neighborhoods.  The liaison shall be empowered to address any concerns 
identified as emanating from the live entertainment.  The name and 
telephone number of the liaison shall be shared with the Zoning 
Administrator, the nearby civic associations of Lyon Village, Clarendon-
Courthouse and the Clarendon Alliance prior to the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy. 

 
 7. The applicant agrees to participate in the established neighborhood 

advisory group consisting of representatives of the Clarendon Grill, 
Whitlow's on Wilson, Mr. Days Sports and Rock Café, the Iota Bar and 
Restaurant, the Clarendon Ballroom, the Boulevard Woodgrill, LLC, the 
Clarendon Alliance, the Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association, the Lyon 
Village Citizens Association and representatives of various County staff 
including Police, Code Enforcement, and Planning.  The advisory group 
meets quarterly to work through issues associated with the live 
entertainment uses. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: There have been no previous County 
Board actions on this site. 

 


