
 
 
STAFF: Carl Newby, Chief, Solid Waste Division, DES 
Reviewed by the County Attorney's Office:                           

October 19, 2002 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Request to authorize the County Manager to certify to the Virginia 

Department of Environmental Quality that Virginia Hospital Center – 
Arlington’s proposed medical waste processing facility is consistent with 
the Code of Arlington County  

 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the County Manager to sign the Virginia 

Department of Environmental Quality’s attached Request for 
Certification (DEQ Form SW-11-1) stating that Virginia 
Hospital Center – Arlington’s proposed location and 
operation of a medical waste processing facility is consistent 
with the Code of Arlington County. 

 
ISSUES: 1)  Consistency of Virginia Hospital Center – Arlington’s proposed location and 

operation of a medical waste processing facility with the Code of Arlington 
County 

   2)  Support of neighboring civic associations 
 
DISCUSSION:  Virginia Hospital Center – Arlington has been granted a variance to 

the Virginia Regulated Medical Waste Management Regulations under 
the on-site permit-by-rule status by the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) to operate a proposed medical waste 
treatment facility at the hospital site (1701 N. George Mason Drive).  
The facility will utilize an alternate treatment technology that shreds 
and steam sterilizes medical wastes, resulting in a sterile residue.  The 
process is part of the hospital’s current expansion. 

 
     Prior to granting the variance, DEQ required that any comments by 

the general public be investigated and evaluated.  The variance was 
advertised and public comment solicited in the Arlington Journal on 
Friday, March 29, 2002.  The comment period ended at 5:00 PM on 
Monday, April 29, 2002.  During the public participation period, there 
were no comments or requests for information received from the 
public relative to the variance.  

   
     Staff has reviewed the request and the DEQ certification form (DEQ 

Form SW-11-1).  Staff from CPHD has determined that the facility is 
an accessory use consistent with the approved site plan.  Staff from 
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DES has determined that the facility meets the requirements of 
Chapter 10 (Garbage, Refuse, and Weeds).  Staff from Public Health 
Services has reviewed the facility and has no concerns 

 
     Staff from the Virginia Hospital Center – Arlington has met with 

various  representatives and attended meetings of the Tara-Leeway, 
Langston-Brown, and Waycroft–Woodlawn Civic Associations.   Staff 
has received documents of support from the Tara-Leeway and 
Waycroft–Woodlawn Civic Associations. Reports to County staff 
indicate that the Langston-Brown Civic Association’s questions have 
been responded to and that the association does not oppose the 
facility.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None.  


