
STAFF: Jill Hunger, DCPHD, Planning Division
Celia Najera, Child Care Office

County Board Meeting – September 14, 2002
PLA-2945

September 3, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Isabel Torrico
3823 16th Street South
Arlington, VA  22204

SUBJECT: U-3044-02-1 Use Permit Request for a family home daycare for
nine (9) children, ages infants to thirteen (13) years, operating
Monday – Saturday 6:00 AM – 12:00 Midnight; premises known as
3823 16th Street South (RPC# 26-008-001).

RECOMMENDATION: Approve, subject to the conditions of the staff report,
and with a review in one (1) year.  (September 2003)

SITE: This is a one level single-family house with a basement, which is
located in the Douglas Park community.  The house is situated at
the northeast corner of the intersection of South Pollard Street and
16th Street South.  Single-family residences generally surround the
site.

ZONING: “R-6” One-Family Dwelling Districts

LAND USE: “Low” Residential (1-10 units per acre)

NEIGHBORHOOD: Douglas Park

SUMMARY: After providing a family daycare successfully for the past several
years for five (5) children, which does not require a use permit, the
applicant wishes to accommodate four (4) more children for a total
of nine (9) children.  This requires a use permit, which is the
subject of this request.  The property provides adequate indoor and
outdoor space to accommodate the proposed number of children. 
The location of the home provides adequate parking for the safe
drop-off and pick-up of children. The children arrive at staggered
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times.  It is anticipated that the use would not adversely impact the
neighborhood.  Child Care Office staff would continue to work with
the applicant, providing technical assistance and ensuring
adherence to all State and local child care codes.  Therefore, it is
recommended that the use permit be approved subject to the
conditions of the staff report and with a review in one (1) year.
(September 2003)

BACKGROUND
The applicant has been working with small children at this location for several years.
The applicant has worked cooperatively with the County's Child Care Office and in
compliance with all State and local codes.  The applicant wishes to increase the number
of children under her care.  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the additional
four (4) children necessitate a new use permit. 

The applicant will provide care to children ranging in age from infants to 13 years.  The
hours of operation are Monday through Saturday between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and
12:00 midnight.  The applicant is proposing to use a portion of the first level and the
basement for the day care program.  On the first level the space consists of a kitchen to
prepare meals for the children.  The basement level contains two bedrooms, a
bathroom and a large living room for indoor activities.  The children are primarily cared
for on the basement level, which has access to the back yard for outdoor activities.  Age
appropriate books, games, and toys are located indoors and a small playground is
located outside.  The yard is fenced for the children’s safety and protection.  It has
been determined that the space dedicated for childcare services would adequately
support the number of children in care.

DISCUSSION
The increase of four (4) additional children at this family day care location will not
adversely impact the neighborhood and will provide a needed service in the County. 
The applicant has informed staff that parents drop-off and pick-up at staggered hours. 
With the staggered times of drop-offs and pick-ups, any parking or traffic concerns with
the additional children are readily alleviated.

Civic Association Comments: Staff received a letter from the Douglas Park Civic
Association concerning this use permit application.  The letter states that the civic
association supports the use permit and views this particular use as an asset to the
neighborhood.

CONCLUSION
The applicant has submitted a petition of support signed by her immediate neighbors as
well as letters of support from patrons of her program.  Staff have evaluated the use in
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terms of the adequacy and appropriateness of existing indoor and outdoor space, the
history of the applicant's services to children in the County, traffic and parking impacts
and the general impact of the use in the neighborhood.  The applicant has agreed to
the conditions of the staff report aimed at mitigating impacts in the vicinity of the family
day care home.

Staff support the use permit request and conclude that the childcare services provided
by the applicant are appropriate and adequate.  The property provides ample indoor
and outdoor space to accommodate the proposed number of children.  The location of
the home provides adequate parking for the safe drop-off and pick-up of children.  The
children arrive and depart at staggered times.  It is anticipated that the use would not
adversely impact the neighborhood.  Staff from the County’s Office of Child Care will
continue to work with the applicant, providing technical assistance and ensuring
adherence to all State and local child care codes.  Therefore, it is recommended that
the use permit be approved subject to the following conditions and with a review in one
(1) year (September 2003.)

1. The applicant agrees to comply with all requirements of the Child Care Office, the
Community Code Enforcement Office, the Environmental Health Bureau, and the Fire
Marshal's Office, including the continued maintenance of smoke detection devices.

2. The applicant agrees to limit the number of children in care to nine (9) children
between the ages of infancy to thirteen (13) years.

3. The applicant agrees that the hours of operation of the family day care home shall
occur from 6:00 A.M. to 12 Midnight, Monday through Saturday.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

There have been no previous County Board actions on this site.


