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September 3, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Clarendon Alliance

BY: Sona Virdi, Executive Director
3195 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia  22201

SUBJECT: U-2994-01-1 Use Permit Review of an open-air antique and
collectibles market; on premises known as 2900 Wilson
Boulevard (Clarendon Alliance) (RPC #18-011-001).

RECOMMENDATION: Continue subject to all previous conditions, amended
condition #2, with a review in one (1) month.
(October 2002)

BACKGROUND
The County Board approved an amendment to the subject use permit at its June 8,
2002 meeting.  The amendment allowed the applicant to amend Condition #2 to
temporarily extend the antiques and collectibles market at its existing location while
efforts continue to relocate the use to the Courthouse area.  The applicant had
anticipated that plans to relocate to the Courthouse area would be finalized by the end
of September and the use would have been able to be relocated at the end of the
month.  However, the plans to relocate have not been finalized.  The property owner
has agreed to allow the antiques and collectibles market to continue to operate at its
present location for an additional month.  It is anticipated that the additional month will
allow adequate time for the market to finalize plans to relocate to the Courthouse area.

SINCE THE USE PERMIT AMENDMENT (JUNE 2002):  The market has continued
to operate in a manner that did not adversely impact the surrounding area.  There have
been no complaints regarding the use during the review period.

•  USE PERMIT CONDITIONS:  The use has operated in compliance with all
conditions of use permit approval during the past three months.

•  COMMUNITY CODE ENFORCEMENT:  Code Enforcement staff report no issues
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with the use.

•  POLICE DEPARTMENT:  The Police Department has not reported any issues with
the subject market.

•  FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE:  The Fire Marshal's Office has not reported issues or
concerns with the market.

•  STATE ABC BOARD:  Not applicable.

•  CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:  Staff are not opposed to temporary continuation of the
subject use at its current location with neighborhood support by the Lyon Village
Citizens Association and the Clarendon-Courthouse Civic Association.  Staff have
requested official letters of support from the two nearby associations.  The applicant
anticipates letters of support from both; however, as of the writing of the staff
report only the Lyon Village Citizens Association had submitted its statement.  (See
attached.)  In June both associations supported the use permit amendment to allow
the Market to continue its operations on the subject site through the month of
September 2002.

CONCLUSION:  During the use permit amendment in June 2002, it was noted that the
use had operated with minimal concerns and no opposition was expressed to continuing
the use permit at the subject location through the month of September.  The applicant
had identified a potential site on North Uhle Street in the Courthouse area for relocation
of the Market at the end of September 2002.  Issues have been raised around the loss
of parking for retail spaces in the area including the new retail space located on the
ground floor of the Strayer University building.  Due to those concerns the applicant has
abandoned use of the North Uhle Street site and is now considering the potential use of
a portion of 15th Street North.  This site requires further scrutiny and would require an
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.  It is anticipated that a zoning ordinance
amendment to amend the "C-O" zoning district to permit such markets by special
exception use permit and a use permit request will be advertised to be considered by
the County Board at its October 19, 2002 meeting.  The applicant anticipates that with
a favorable outcome the antiques and collectibles market could be successfully
relocated to the Courthouse area at the end of October 2002.

With neighborhood support, staff would support continuation of the antiques and
collectibles market at its present location through the month of October 2002.
However, the applicant is aware that staff would not support the request absent
neighborhood support.  Therefore, it is recommended that the County Board continue
the use permit subject to all previous conditions, amended Condition #2, with a review
in one (1) month.  (October 2002)
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2. The applicant agrees that the use of Site #1 for the antique and collectibles
market on Site #1 (2900 Wilson Boulevard) [U-2994-01-1] shall terminate nine
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(9) months after the date of approval by the County Board.  The use shall be
reviewed in three (3) months following County Board approval (December 2001).
The use permit will terminate automatically on Sunday, June 9, 2002.  The
applicant agrees not to seek extension of the use permit for continuation of an
antique and collectibles market at this location for any reason beyond this period.
The use permit shall be extended through September 30 October 31, 2002, with
a review by the County Board in September 2002 October 2002.
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

April 9, 1994 Deferred use permit request (U-2805-94-1) for
construction and operation of a restaurant with a drive
through window and approval of a comprehensive sign
plan to its June 4, 1994 meeting.

June 4, 1994 Denied use permit request (U-2805-94-1) for
construction and operation of a restaurant with a drive
through window and approval of a comprehensive sign
plan.

September 9, 2001 Approved use permit (U-2994-01-1) for an open-air
market with a review in three (3) months.  (December
2001

December 8, 2001 Continued use permit (U-2994-01-1) for an open-air
market.

June 8, 2002 Approved use permit amendment (U-2994-01-1) to
amend Condition #2 of the use permit to allow the
antiques and collectibles market to extend its operation
at 2900 North Wilson Boulevard an additional three
months with a review in September 2002.


