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September 3, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

APPLICANT: Trinity Episcopal Children’s Center, Owner/Occupant
2217 Columbia Pike
Arlington, Virginia  22204

SUBJECT: U-1818-69-1 Use Permit Review of a day care center for 76
children, ages 2 - 5 years; on premises known as 2217 Columbia
Pike. (RPC #25-018-028)

RECOMMENDATION: Continue, subject to all previous conditions with a
review in three (3) years.  (September 2005).

BACKGROUND
The applicant has provided child care services in the County under use permit approval
since 1969.  The use has operated on the site without complaints to County agencies
and in compliance with use permit approval.  Following a review by the County Board in
January 1994 the use permit was continued with no further review.  In September 2001
the applicant was granted a use permit amendment to increase enrollment in the day
care center from 60 to 76 children subject to conditions.

SINCE THE USE PERMIT AMENDMENT (September 2001):  The applicant has
successfully increased the enrollment in the facility.  Child Care staff has worked closely
with the applicant ensuring that the identified spaces in the building would
accommodate the increase.

•  USE PERMIT CONDITIONS:  The use has operated in compliance with conditions
of use permit approval and without complaints to County agencies.

•  COMMUNITY CODE ENFORCEMENT:  Code Enforcement staff report that the use
remains in compliance with the conditions of use permit approval and that the site is
well maintained.

•  POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Not applicable.

•  FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE:  The Fire Marshal's Office report that the site is in
compliance with fire code requirements.
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•  STATE ABC BOARD:  Not applicable.

•  CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS:  The Penrose and Columbia Heights Civic Associations
were notified of the subject use permit review.  To date staff has received no
response from either association or the nearest neighbors. The use has operated in
the neighborhood without complaints since 1969, thus the child care center has
established a long-standing and positive track record in the area.

•  CHILD CARE OFFICE:  During the review period Child Care evaluated the
identified space following renovations and determined that the space would
adequately accommodate the approved number of children.  Child Care staff
continues to monitor the program and finds the services to the children to be
adequate.  Child Care staff supports continuation of the subject use permit for day
care services. 

•  COLUMBIA PIKE REVITALIZATION ORGANIZATION (CPRO):  CPRO reports
that there has been no negative comments received by that office regarding the
subject child care center.

CONCLUSION:  Staff supports continuation of the subject use permit.  The use is in
compliance with the conditions of use permit approval.  County agencies report that the
use is in compliance with fire codes, care of premises codes and State and local child
care codes.  Child Care staff continues to monitor the program and finds the services to
the children to be appropriate.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit be
continued, subject to all previous conditions with a review in three (3) years. 
(September 2005)
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:

July 9, 1969 Approved use permit (U-1818-69-1) for a weekday
preschool subject to annual reviews by the County
Board and subject to the condition that no more than
15 children be permitted on the outside play area at
any given time.

June 3, 1970 Continued use permit (U-1818-69-1) annually.
      to

June 4, 1978

June  3, 1978 Continued use permit (U-1818-69-1) with no further
review.

January 9, 1988 Approved a use permit amendment (U-1818-69-1)
for a preschool/child care center to expand
enrollment from 50 to 60 children, ages two to five
years with a review in one year and subject to the
condition that no more than 30 children are
scheduled on the playground at any given time.

January 10, 1989 Continued use permit (U-1818-69-1) for a preschool
for 60 children with a review in five (5) years.

January 8, 1994 Continued use permit (U-1818-69-1) for a preschool
for 60 children with no further review.

September 8, 2001 Approved use permit amendment (U-1818-69-1) to
increase enrollment in a preschool from 60 to 76
children subject to conditions and with a review in
one year.  (September 2002)
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County Board Action - September 8, 2001

The use permit amendment was approved, subject to the following conditions and with
a review in one (1) year.  (September 2002)

1. The applicant shall meet the requirements of the Child Care Office, the
Community Code Enforcement Office, the Environmental Health Bureau, and the
Fire Marshal's Office, including the installation of smoke detectors.

2. The applicant agrees to provide a written document to each parent with children
in the program, patrons and teachers of the requirement to park in the adjacent
Safeway parking lot at all times during the hours of operation of the school.  The
applicant further agrees that a copy of the document shall be provided to the
civic association, the adjoining, adjacent and abutting neighbors and shall be
made part of the official record in the Arlington County Zoning Office prior to the
issuance of a certificate of occupancy.

3. The Child Care Office shall make a final determination of the final occupancy of
the program following final renovation of the proposed space.  The applicant
agrees to work closely with the Child Care Office, sharing designs and renovation
plans of the proposed space.  The County Manager or his designee and the Child
Care Office shall review the plans prior to issuance of an occupancy permit.

4. The applicant shall identify a contact person who shall have the authority to
respond in the event that issues arise regarding the subject use.  The name of
the contact person is to be provided to the Columbia Heights Civic Association,
the Penrose Civic Association, the Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization
(CPRO), the adjoining, adjacent and abutting neighbors, and the Arlington
County Zoning Office prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy.


