
STAFF:  Patricia Nye, OSS, Facilities Planning
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County Board Meeting – September 14, 2002

August 19, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Approval of Award of a Contract for the Renovation and
Expansion of the Arlington Arts Center at the Historic Maury
School, 3550 Wilson Boulevard, under Invitation to Bid No. 374-
02.

RECOMMENDATION: 1.  Approve the award of a contract to Dynasty
Construction, Inc. for renovation and
expansion of the Arlington Arts Center at the
Historic Maury School in the total amount of
$3,339,600, which includes a base contract
price of $3,036,000 and construction
contingency of $303,600.

2. Delegate to the Purchasing Agent the
authority to sign the contract documents,
subject to legal review by the County
Attorney.

3. Appropriate funds of $500,000 from the
Arlington Arts Center, Inc. (AAC)
(013.039.0509) to the Maury Arts Center
capital account (013.039.95AN) as the AAC’s
required contribution in support of the
renovation and expansion.

ISSUE:  Community concerns regarding removal of the Maury Park
playground and basketball court.

BACKGROUND:  The Arlington Arts Center at the Historic Maury School, a local,
state, and national historic landmark located at 3550 Wilson Boulevard, is being
renovated and expanded to address longstanding code deficiencies, maintenance
issues, and programmatic requirements.  The Historic Affairs and Landmark
Review Board (HALRB) approved the overall design scheme for the renovation of
the historic school, the design of the new rear addition, and the landscaping plan
for the site on February 20, 2002.  The Design Review Committee approved
design details for the addition on April 3, 2002.
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The original 1910 building is being renovated to house administrative offices,
exhibition galleries, program spaces, and artist’s studios.  Outdated building
systems will be replaced, environmental hazards will be abated, the windows will
be replaced, the below-grade areaways will be eliminated to stop persistent
flooding problems, and the building will be brought into compliance with code
and ADA requirements.

The 1950s rear addition is being demolished and replaced with a new addition to
house exhibition galleries, artist’s studios, a catering kitchen, restrooms, stairs,
an elevator, and a large multi-purpose gallery/community room that opens onto
a terrace.  The addition will be linked to the original building with a transparent
architectural hyphen.

Site work includes improvements to the existing parking lot, rerouting of paths
through the site, and creation of a ramp from the new building addition to
Monroe Street. The Maury Park tennis courts will remain open, but the existing
playground and basketball court will be removed during construction. Streetscape
and sidewalk improvements along Wilson Boulevard and Monroe Street are not
included in the scope of this project, but are being developed in conjunction with
the revised Virginia Square Sector Plan.

The Central Wilson Boulevard Parks planning process, encompassing Maury,
Oakland, Quincy Street Extension, Gumball, and Milliken parks, is proposed for
FY05 and FY07 Bond funding. The community process will include determining
the best uses of the five Central Wilson Boulevard parks, and would include a
discussion of the basketball court and traditional playground.  Additional Maury
Park/Arlington Arts Center site improvements, including an interactive arts
playground, will be designed separately from the master planning process and
will begin sooner based on funding.  The design is anticipated to begin in early
FY04 and the playground would be constructed in FY05 if the project is funded in
FY04 PAYG as currently proposed.

According to the 1999 Lease Agreement between the AAC and the County, the AAC
was required to raise $500,000 as the base cost of the Lessee’s contribution in
support of the building renovation and expansion.  The AAC successfully completed
their capital campaign fundraising activities in June 2001.  Beginning in January
2003, the AAC will provide their contribution to the County in increments as current
investments mature.  The AAC will make their final payment to the County upon
completion of construction.
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BID INFORMATION:  On August 29, 2002, the County Purchasing Agent
received bids under Invitation to Bid No. 374-02 from the following firms, in the
following amounts:

Renovations Unlimited, Inc. $2,943,000
Dynasty Construction, Inc. $3,036,000
Kfoury Construction Group $3,230,658
Smith Management Construction, Inc. $3,400,000
Milestone Construction Services, Inc. $3,549,000
John D. Clayborne, Inc. $4,111,000

The bid submitted by Renovations Unlimited, Inc. was rejected as non-
responsive.

It is recommended that the County Board approve the award of a contract in the
total amount of $3,339,600, which consists of a base contract price of $3,036,000
and a construction contingency of $303,600, to Dynasty Construction, Inc. for
renovation and expansion of the Arlington Arts Center at the Historic Maury School.
Dynasty Construction, Inc. submitted the lowest responsive bid and was
determined to be a responsible bidder.

FISCAL IMPACT: Funds in the amount of $2,782,557 are available for this
project:  $282,557 remaining from previous Pay-As-You-Go Capital
appropriations, $2,000,000 in 1998 voter approved bonds, and $500,000 that
has been raised by the AAC as required by the Lease Agreement between the
AAC and the County.  The AAC will provide their contribution to the County in
increments, beginning in January 2003.  Additional funds are available from the
FY03 Pay-As-You-Go Capital Contingency as approved by the County Manager
for this project.
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