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August 23, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington County, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Addition of State-funded Bioterrorism Coordinator and
Epidemiologist positions

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1.  Appropriate $175,454 from the Virginia
Department of Health (001.0641) to the
Department of Human Services (001.413) for
targeted Bioterrorism Coordinator and
Epidemiologist positions.

2.  Authorize two (2.0 FTEs) permanent full-time
positions in the Department of Human Services
(001.413.0112) to provide bioterrorism
coordination and Epidemiologist functions.

ISSUE:        None.

DISCUSSION:   The attack on the Pentagon and the anthrax attack in the Fall
of 2001 demonstrated that the National Capital Region presents some special
challenges for public health agencies.  The Commonwealth has acknowledged
these challenges, and has provided funds to improve the capacity of local public
health districts to provide surveillance and responses to a wide variety of public
health threats including bioterrorism.

The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) will reimburse Arlington County up to
$175,454 in Federal Funds during FY 2003 to cover costs for a Bioterrorism
Coordinator and an Epidemiologist position.  This reimbursement will fully fund
salary and benefits for each position, routine travel within the County, travel to
two conferences or training seminars, purchase of furniture and communication
equipment, and allowable support costs.  Computer equipment and networking
communication equipment has been purchased centrally through the Virginia
Department of Health for these positions.
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Because VDH is staffing these positions in all of the health districts in the State,
recruitment for both positions has been coordinated through that Department.
Interviewing has been conducted through a regional panel, which is planning to
allocate a Bioterroism Coordinator and Epidemiologist position to each County
health department in Northern Virginia.

The Bioterrorism Coordinator will develop and maintain up-to-date plans for
responding to acts of bioterrorism, infectious disease outbreaks, and other public
health emergencies and threats.  The Coordinator will also serve as a liaison to
the regional Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Team to ensure a
coordinated regional approach to bioterrorism, and will report directly to the
Health Director.

The Epidemiologist will apply research principles, develop/manage databases,
and analyze, interpret, and present statistical information related to public health
and bioterrorism threats and responses in Arlington County.  This position will
report to the Chief of the Communicable Disease Bureau within DHS’ Public
Health Division.

FISCAL IMPACT:  None.  The VDH reimbursement allocation covers all program
costs for fiscal year 2003.  It is anticipated that VDH will continue to fund these
positions in the subsequent fiscal years.


	FROM:		Ron Carlee, County Manager

