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August 26, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Ordinance to amend Section 27. “C-3” General Commercial
Districts, Subsection 27.D. Special Exceptions, of the Arlington
County Zoning Ordinance to permit operation of open-air markets
in “C-3” Districts by use permit.

RECOMMENDATION: Defer to the October 7, 2002 Planning Commission
meeting and the October 19, 2002 County Board
meeting.

DISCUSSION:
Currently, the County Zoning Ordinance permits placement and operation of open-air
markets in “C-3” General Commercial Districts by use permit, and requires that no
open-air-markets may be located within 1000 feet of any other open-air market.  The
proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment would permit modification of this requirement
by use permit.

After the proposed Zoning Ordinance was advertised, the representatives of an open-
air-market that is currently operating in the Clarendon area, began exploring a move to
another site that is located in a “C-O” District.  Staff need additional time to review the
alternative site and make recommendations.  It is, therefore, recommended that the
proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments be deferred to the October 7, 2002 Planning
Commission meeting and the October 19, 2002 County Board meeting.



Zoning Ordinance Amendment
Section 27.  Open-Air Market     -2-

PLA-2921

*  *  *

SECTION 27.  “C-3” GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS

*  *  *

D. Special Exceptions.

1. Open-Air Markets operated by nonprofit organizations are permitted
subject to obtaining a use permit as provided in Section 36.G. “Use
Permits.”  The use shall be regulated by all conditions placed on the
use permit by the County Board at the time of approval including but
not limited to conditions governing customer and vendor parking,
landscaping, maintenance, impact on neighboring residential areas,
management of trash, management of noise, times and days of the
week of operation, including the number of vendors that would be
permitted under the use permit.  In addition, any open-air market shall
meet the following requirements:

a. No open-air market shall be located within one thousand (1,000)
feet of another open-air market.  However, the County Board may
modify this requirement as a part of use permit review process, if it
finds that the location of the open-air markets will not have a
substantial adverse impact on surrounding neighborhoods;

b. No open-air market shall be located within one hundred (100) feet
of the boundary of any “R” zoning district; and

c. An application for a use permit for an open-air market shall include
a parking plan that is drawn to scale, showing the number and
location of customer and vendor parking spaces.

*  *  *
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