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County Board Meeting – September 28, 2002

September 28, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Extend the period to issue Fire Station #3 General Obligation Bonds

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt a resolution to request the Circuit Court of
Arlington County to extend the period during which
the Bonds may be issued for the construction of Fire
Station #3 to a ten-year period ending November 8,
2004. (See attached draft Court Order)

ISSUE: Should the County Board request the Court extend the bond
issuance authorization period for the construction of Fire Station
#3?   

SUMMARY: Staff has identified potential sites for Fire Station #3 and will begin
the community process this fall. The architect and engineering/
feasibility study will begin in January of 2003.  The Fire Station #3
bonds are schedule to be issued in spring of 2004.    

BACKGROUND:    The Bonds authorized in 1994 in the amount of $2,760,000 for Fire
Station #3 have not been issued.  The bonds were authorized at the Nov. 8, 1994
special election and under Virginia Code Section 15.2-2611 the authorization will expire
on November 8, 2002 unless extended for another 2 years by the Circuit Court.  The
attached Order will extend the authorization for the additional 2 year period.  However,
Section 15.2-2611 requires that this be undertaken at the request of the County Board.
The County Board is required to adopt a resolution requesting the Circuit Court to
extend the period. 

Several unforeseeable issues associated with the acquisition of a site to construct the
new Fire Station #3 have delayed issuance of the Bonds. Several years of good faith
negotiations by the County with the owner of the first site were unsuccessful and the
property has now been acquired for residential development.  The owner’s
unwillingness to subdivide the parcel and sell the County a smaller portion of the
property exceeded the space required for a fire station and the budget appropriation for
the project’s property acquisition.  Presale environmental impact analysis revealed
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contaminates in the soil and resulted in lengthy negotiations around the cost of removal
and future liability.  A sequence of environmental studies, expensive soil contaminates
removal efforts, and Virginia Department of Environmental Quality reviews over the
several years contributed to the failed negotiations.

DISCUSSION:  Staff has identified potential sites for Fire Station #3 and will begin the
community process this fall. The architect and engineering/ feasibility study will begin in
January of 2003.  The Fire Station #3 Bonds are scheduled to be issued in spring of
2004.  The current Fire Station #3 is a ninety-year old, one bay facility and the site is
not owned by the County. The opportunity to renovate the existing station or construct
on the present site is not a feasible option. 

Since 1999 several professional studies prepared by outside consultants have analyzed
fire/EMS services, station locations, and equitable levels of fire services issues. The
results of these studies, including the February 1990 Advisory Committee Report to the
County Manager on the Relocation of Fire Station #3, and potential sites will be fully
discussed with the neighborhood during the community process.

FISCAL IMPACT:   When the bonds are issued and the new station is opened, the
debt service payments and incremental facility operating cost
associated with the new fire station will increase the operating
budget.   


