
STAFF: Steve Siebert, DPW, Engineering Division
Reviewed by the County Attorney's Office:  ___________

County Board Meeting – September 28, 2002

September 19, 2002

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia

FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager

SUBJECT: Approve an Award of a Contract for the Construction of the 9th

Street North and South Garfield Street Utility Undergrounding,
Invitation to Bid No. 117-02.

RECOMMENDATION: A.  Approve the award of a contract for the construction of
                                             the 9th Street North and South Garfield Street Utility
                                           Undergrounding to Danella Construction Corp. of Virginia

     in the amount of $286,624.31 and authorize an
                                           allocation of $42,993.65 as a contingency for change
                                           orders and increased quantities, and $20,000.00 for
                                           stipulated price items, for a total authorization of
                                           $349,617.96.

B. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the
     contract documents subject to review by the County
     Attorney.

ISSUE: None

BACKGROUND:    The 9th Street North project is the last of the planned utility
undergrounding of the Townes of Lyon Park.  As per the site plan
condition for this 16 townhouse development, the developer was
required to underground all of the overhead utilities.  A later
amendment to this site plan condition (approved by the Board in
July 1994) required the developer to underground the electric and
cable TV utilities, and to contribute $60,000 toward the cost of the
telephone undergrounding.  The townhouses were completed in
late 1995.  In the intervening time, County Staff has met with
Verizon to discuss the excessive costs for them to underground
their utilities in general, and to resolve the technical issues related
to this site.  This construction contract will complete all of the
undergrounding along the Townes of Lyon Park development. 
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                             The South Garfield Street Undergrounding Project is a part of the

undergrounding associated with the Columbia Pike Revitalization
Project approved in April, 1996.  The South Garfield Street
Undergrounding Project will be constructed at this time in advance
of a roadway project to be constructed from Columbia Pike to 9th

Road South. 

BID INFORMATION: The Purchasing Agent received the following responsive bids on
August 30, 2002.

Bidder Bid Amount

J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc.              $162,095.00
Danella Construction Corp. of Virginia     $286,624.31
Flippo Construction Company, Inc. $317,927.00
Down Under Construction, Inc. $474,350.79

The Purchasing Agent permitted the low bidder, J. Fletcher
Creamer & Son, Inc. to withdraw their bid in accordance with the
Arlington County Purchasing Resolution.  The next low bidder,
Danella Construction Corp. of Virginia was found to be a
responsible bidder and the bid submitted was found to be
responsive to the Invitation to Bid.  The bid amounts received are
consistent with the engineer’s estimate and the low bid is less than
the Engineer’s estimate.

A contingency fund of $42,993.65 is recommended for any
necessary change orders and increased quantities. An additional
amount of $20,000.00 is recommended for stipulated price items.
Therefore, the total project authorization is $349,617.96.

FISCAL IMPACT:   Sufficient funds are available for these projects.  The 9th Street
North undergrounding project is 100% funded by the Developer
Contribution Utility Undergrounding Account (013.320) in the
amount of $313,867.95.  The South Garfield Street undergrounding
project is part of the Columbia Pike Revitalization undergrounding,
which was funded by the 1996 Community Conservation bond
referenda.  Funds are available from account 016.D96/UU10 in the
amount of $35,750.01.




