
 
STAFF: Rebecca Torma, DCPHD, Planning Division 

 Barbara Price, Child Care Office 
 
County Board Meeting – April 26, 2003 
PLA-3207 

 April 11, 2003 
 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT: Magaly Paz Quiroga, Owner 
 4000 19th Street South 
 Arlington, Virginia 22204 
 
SUBJECT: U-3053-03-1 USE PERMIT request Magaly Paz Quiroga, day care 

for 9 children ages 0 to 13 years; premises known as 4000 S. 19th 
St. (RPC #26-023-024) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve, subject to the condition of the staff report, 

and with a review in one (1) year. (April 2004) 
 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: The applicant is requesting a use permit to increase her family day 

care home from five (5) children, which does not require a use 
permit, to nine (9) children.  The applicant requests the expansion 
to accommodate siblings of the children already in the applicant’s 
care.  It is anticipated that the use would not adversely impact the 
neighborhood.  Child Care staff would continue to work with the 
applicant, provide technical assistance and ensure adherence to all 
State and local child care codes.  Therefore, it is recommended that 
the use permit be approved subject to the following condition and 
with a review in one (1) year (April 2004). 

 
BACKGROUND:  After providing a family day care successfully since 2001 for five 
children, which does not require a use permit, the applicant wishes to accommodate 
four (4) more children for a total of nine (9) children.  The applicant has one full-time 
assistant which meets the requirements of the Child Care Office and has worked 
cooperatively with the County’s Child Care Office and is in compliance with all State and 
local codes. 
 
The following provides additional information about the site and location: 
 

• Site:  This is a one and one-half story, single-family dwelling located at the 
intersection of 19th Street South and South Quincy Street.  The dwelling is 
surrounded by single-family residences, has a fenced rear yard and provides two 
off-street parking spaces. 
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• Zoning:  “R-6” One-Family Dwelling District 

 
• Land Use:  “Low” Residential (1 to 10 dwelling units per acre) 

 
• Neighborhood:   Douglas Park 

 
DISCUSSION:  The applicant would provide care to children ranging from infants to 
13 years of age.  The hours of operation of the day care are Monday through Friday 
between 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  The applicant is proposing to use the entire dwelling for 
the day care program.  On the first level the space consists of a kitchen, dining room, 
living room, a bathroom, and two bedrooms.  The upper level consists of one large 
bedroom.  The basement contains one bedroom, laundry room, playroom, bathroom, 
and storage area.  The basement, which has a rear exit, will be used mostly for the day 
care facilities.  The site provides adequate fenced outdoor space to accommodate the 
children.  The location of the home provides adequate parking for the safe drop-off and 
pick-up of children.   
 
Staff determined that the increase of four (4) additional children at this family day care 
location will not adversely impact the neighborhood and will provide a needed service in 
the County.  The children are dropped off between 6:00 AM and 8:30 AM.  In the 
evening, the children leave between 2:30 PM and 6:00 PM.  The applicant ensures that 
her patrons drop off the children in the off-street parking spaces.  With the staggered 
times of drop-offs and pick-ups, and children dropped-off and picked-up on-site, staff 
conclude that any parking or traffic concerns are aptly alleviated. 
 

• Fire Marshal’s Office:  The Fire Marshal’s Office reported that they were no issues 
or violations at this site. 

 
• Civic Association:  The subject property is located in the Douglas Park Civic 

Association.  Staff has not received any formal position from the civic 
association. Staff received some responses concerning the size of the house, 
traffic impact and safety for the children being dropped-off.  The applicant stated 
they would be using the entire house and the Child Care Office has determined 
under their guidelines that the applicant has adequate space for nine children.  
Staff also determined that if the majority of the new children were siblings of 
children currently being dropped off, then the traffic impact would be minimal.  
Staff also responded to concerns regarding the safety of children being dropped-
off and picked-up.  The applicant stated that the children do not arrive at the 
same time. In addition the applicant stated the parents would park their car in 
the driveway instead of on the street.  Staff conclude that with the staggered 
drop-offs and parents with multiple children in the applicant’s care, this use 
permit would not impact the neighborhood.  The applicant has contacted the 
neighbors surrounding the site that live on South Quincy Street and 19th Street 
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South and has received approval from them. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Staff determined this is a needed use in the County and the Child Care 
Office has not had any issues with the applicant.  Therefore, staff recommend approval, 
subject to the following condition, and with a review in one (1) year (April 2004): 
 
1. The applicant agrees to comply with all requirements of the Child Care Office, the 

Community Code Enforcement Office, the Environmental Health Bureau, and the Fire 
Marshal’s Office, including the installation of smoke detection devices and securing 
the required Fire inspection permit. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  There have been no previous County 
Board actions on this site. 


