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April 9, 2003 
 
TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT:  Maria Teresa DeSaba, Occupant 
   937 - 17th Street South 
   Arlington, Virginia  22202 
 
 BY: Maria DeSaba 
 
SUBJECT:  U-3058-03-2 USE PERMIT REQUEST for a family day care for 9 

children, ages 0 to 9 years; premises known as 937 17th Street 
South. (RPC #36-001-001) 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve, subject to the conditions of the staff report 

and with a review in one (1) year. 
 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: In 1994 the applicant was granted a use permit to care for nine (9) 

children in her home.  The use permit was renewed in 1995 and 
continued with a three (3) year renewal.  In 1999 the State and 
County Child Care staff revoked the applicant's licenses due to non-
compliance with child care regulations.  As a consequence, the 
applicant was not permitted to provide child care services in her 
home for one (1) year.  In 2001, under close supervision of the 
Child Care Office, the applicant was permitted to operate a family 
day care home for three (3) children for six (6) months and later 
was permitted to add two (2) additional children to the program.  
The applicant continues to provide day care services for five (5) 
children.  Child Care staff believe that the applicant has made good 
faith efforts to comply with child care regulations.  Child Care would 
continue to monitor the program and to provide technical 
assistance to the applicant to ensure that codes are complied with.  
Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit be approved with 
a review in one (1) year. 

 
BACKGROUND: The applicant provided day care services to young children in 
Arlington from 1992 through 1999.  During the first review in 1995 the use permit was 
renewed with a review in three (3) years when the use permit was discontinued.    In 
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1999 on several occasions during home visits by State and County Child Care staff the 
applicant was found to be in non-compliance with State and County child regulations.  
During announced and unannounced visits it was discovered that the applicant had 
continued to exceed the permitted numbers of children in care.  Effective April 1999, 
the State revoked the applicant's State child care license.  The County's Child Care 
Office immediately took steps to revoke the County Child Care license and the County 
Board discontinued the use permit in January 2000.  The applicant did not provide child 
care services in her home in the County for more than a year following revocation of 
the child care licenses.   
 
In 2001 the applicant was permitted to care for a maximum of three (3) children under 
a certificate of occupancy and under close supervision of the Child Care Office.  This 
arrangement continued for six (6) months when the applicant was permitted by the 
County's Child Care staff to increase the enrollment from three (3) to five (5) children. 
Since 2001 the applicant has continued to provide care for five (5) children.  Child Care 
staff believe that the applicant has shown good faith and has worked closely with the 
staff to take the next step to increase the number of children in care from five (5) to 
nine (9) children. 
 

• Site:  The property is a 6,476 square foot lot located at the corner of South 
Joyce Street and 17th Street South developed with a three-story, single-family 
house. 

 
• Zoning:  "R-5" One-Family, Restricted Two-Family Dwelling Districts. 

 
• Land Use:  Designated "Low" Residential (1 to 10 units per acre) on the General 

Land Use Plan. 
 

• Neighborhood:  Aurora Highlands Civic Association. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The space consists of a living room, dining room, two bedrooms, one 
bath and a kitchen.  The second floor and the basement would not be used for day care 
purposes.  The completely fenced rear yard would serve as the outdoor play space.  
Due to the close proximity of South Joyce Street to the entrance to the rear yard, the 
applicant has been requested to exercise extreme caution when taking the children out 
to play.  The driveway on the property could accommodate 2 to 3 cars at any given 
time.  There is adequate on-street parking, however, it is all parking by permit only.  
The applicant states that parents currently park on the street for short periods to drop 
off and pick up the children and it does not adversely impact the neighbors.  Due to the 
staggered arrival and departure times of parents, no problems with parking are 
anticipated for the increase of four (4) additional children in care. 
 



Use Permit Request  -3- 
U-3058-03-1   
 

PLA-3205 

• Community Code Enforcement: Report that the house is well-maintained and 
property is free and clear of objects that would be unsafe for the children in 
care. 

 
• Police Department: Not applicable. 

 
• Fire Marshal’s Office: The Fire Marshal's Office inspected the property and 

report that the use is in compliance with all Fire Codes and that the applicant has 
secured the required fire inspection permit. 

 
• State ABC Board: Not applicable. 

 
• Child Care Office: Child Care staff has determined that the house would 

accommodate the requested number of children.  The applicant is proposing to 
use the entire first floor of the home for the day care program.  Given past 
problems, the Child Care staff closely monitors this program with announced and 
unannounced visits.  Child Care believes that the good faith efforts made by the 
applicant and the continued willingness to accept technical assistance and 
recommendations from the staff are positive steps that signal the applicant's 
desire to abide by State and local child care ordinances.  The applicant will be 
required to secure a license from the State prior to increasing the numbers of 
children in care from five (5) to nine (9) children. 

 
• Civic Association: The applicant has submitted a letter from the Aurora 

Highlands Civic Association in which the Association states that they voted not to 
object to the use permit request. 

 
CONCLUSION:   Child care staff has worked with the applicant since 1992 and 
believes that the services to the children are adequate.  While the applicant exceeded 
the numbers of children in care in the past which resulted in the revocation of the State 
and County child care licenses, Child Care staff states that the services provided to the 
children in care were adequate and appropriate.  Child Care would continue to monitor 
the program and to provide technical assistance to the applicant to ensure that 
adult/child ratios are met and all State and local child care codes are adhered to.  The 
applicant has been receptive to suggestions regarding the family day care home and 
has slowly worked her way back as a child care provider under the close scrutiny of the 
Child Care Office.  It is not anticipated that the day care home would adversely impact 
the adjacent properties.  Therefore, it is recommended that the use permit be 
approved, subject to the following condition with a review in one (1) year: 
 

1. The applicant shall meet the requirements of the Child Care Ordinance, 
the Code Enforcement Office, the Environmental Health Bureau, and the 
Fire Marshal's Office, including the installation of smoke detectors and 
securing the required fire inspection permit. 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 

 
July 5, 1994 Approved use permit (U-2800-94-1) for a 

family day care home for nine (9) children, 
infants to 14 years, weekdays, 6:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. with a review in one (1) year. 

 
March 4 1995 Continued use permit (U-2800-94-1) for a 

family day care home for nine (9) children, 
infants to 14 years, weekdays, 6:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. with a review in three (3) years. 

 

January 29, 2000 Discontinued use permit (U-2800-94-1.) 
 


