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REVISED 
April 24, 2003 

 
TO:   The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
APPLICANT:   Univision Communication, Inc. 
   Suite 900, 962 Wayne Ave. 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
 
SUBJECT: U-2711-91-1 USE PERMIT REVIEW for audio-visual production 

(television) studio; premises known as 3565 Lee Hwy (RPC #05-
056-002) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Renew, subject to all previous conditions, with an 

administrative review in three (3) months (July 
2003) and a County Board review in five (5) years 
(April 2008).  

 
ISSUE:  None. 
 
SUMMARY: The use permit for audio-visual production studio was approved by 

the County Board in September 1991. The last review was in April 
200 2000 and it is now up for renewal.  The property’s new 
owner, the Univision Communication, Inc., has been cooperating 
with the County staff to bring the use into compliance.  Staff 
recommend that the use permit be renewed.  

 
DISCUSSION: The subject site is composed mainly by a two-story building, a 
parking lot and two (2) satellite dishes.  A separated television production company, the 
Univision Communication, Inc. bought the property from its original owner, Urban 
Broadcasting Corporation, approximately 18 months ago.  The new owner was not 
aware that there was a use permit on the site and did not know that the Zoning Office 
requires them to get a new Certificate of Occupancy (CO).  They stated to staff that 
they only go to the subject site to do some work approximately once a week.  The 
building and the parking lot are not occupied most of the time.   
 
During the site visits, the Planning Office and Community Code Enforcement staff found 
two other violations besides the lack of CO in the subject site.  There was an 
unregistered van in the parking lot and some trash around the building.  The applicant 
acted promptly to correct the problems after the County staff informed them about their 
violations.  The subject use is now in compliance with all County and State codes.  The 
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use permit is eligible for a five-year renewal.  However, in order to work with the new 
owner to make sure they understand, and comply with the use permit requirements, 
staff recommends an administrative review in three (3) months, and a County Board 
renewal in five (5) years.  
 
Since the Last Review (April 8, 2000): 
 
• Use Permit Conditions:  The subject site has been operated in compliance with the 

use permit conditions.  
 
• Community Code Enforcement:  The Community Code Enforcement staff observed 

an unregistered van in the subject site’s parking lot and some trash around the 
building.  The applicant has responded promptly to correct the violations once 
notified.  The subject site is now in compliance with the County and State codes.  

 
• Police Department:  The Police Department has not reported any issues concerning 

the subject site.  
 
• Fire Marshal’s Office:  The Fire Marshal’s Office reported that the subject site has 

been operated in compliance with the Fire codes. 
 
• Civic Association:  The Cherrydale Civic Association, Lyon Village Civic Association, 

and Maywood Civic Association have been notified of the use permit review.  They 
have not reported any concerns or problems to staff.  

 
CONCLUSION: It is recommended that the use permit be renewed, subject to all 
previous conditions, with an administrative review in three (3) months (July 2003), 
and a County Board review in five (5) years (April 2008).  
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 

November 21, 1956   County Board approved rezoning from "RA8-18," 
Apartment Dwelling District to "C-2," Service 
Commercial-Community Business District, for a 
portion of the site.  

 
September 9, 1978   General Land Use Plan amendment from "Low 

Medium" Residential to "Service Commercial".  
      

September 18, 1991      U-2711-91-1 The County Board approved withdrawal 
of a request for antennae at a height not to exceed 
100 feet and granted a special exception for a use 
permit for operation of an audio- visual (television) 
production studio on premises known as 3565 Lee 
Highway.  

 
October 17, 1995   U-2711-91-1 The County Board deferred the use 

permit review until the November 18, 1995 County 
Board meeting.  

 
November 21, 1995   U-2711-91-1 The County Board continued the public 

hearing until the December 9, 1995 County Board 
meeting.  

 
December 13, 1995   U-2711-91-1 The County Board continued the special 

exception for a use permit for operation of an audio-
visual (television) production studio.  

 
January 11, 1997   U-2711-91-1 The County Board deferred the special 

exception for a use permit to February 22, 1997.  
 
February 22, 1997   U-2711-91-1 The County Board deferred the special 

exception for a use permit to March 22, 1997. 
  

     March 22, 1997           U-2711-91-1  The County Board continued the special 
exception for a use permit for operation of an audio-
visual ( television) production studio for three (3) 
years (March 2000).  

 
     March 11, 2000           U-2711-91-1 The County Board deferred the special 

exception for a use permit to April 8, 2000.  
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April 8, 2000 Approved the use permit (U-2711-91-1), subject to all 
conditions, with a review in three (3) years (April 
2003).     


