
March 21, 2003 
 
 
 

TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia  
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: U.S. Soccer Foundation Agreement to Donate Lighting Equipment 

for Gunston-Shirley Park 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the County Manager to sign  
  a grant agreement with the U.S. Soccer  
  Foundation, Incorporated in order to receive 

  a $100,000 grant contribution for athletic field  
 lighting equipment at the Gunston-Shirley Park  

synthetic and community fields, subject to review by 
the County Attorney. 

 
ISSUES:    None 
 
 
SUMMARY:   On July 25, 2002, Arlington County was awarded a $100,000  
  grant from the U.S. Soccer Foundation to purchase field 
  lighting equipment from Musco Lighting for Gunston-Shirley 
  Park soccer fields.  The system from Musco Lighting features 
  a “Total Light Control” system that incorporates the “dark 
  sky” concept and minimizes light spillage into adjacent 
  neighborhood areas.  The County has obtained bids from 
  contractors for the installation of the system and equipment 
  not included in the $100,000 grant. The low bid, from R. E. 
  Lee Electric Company Incorporated, is $68,386.00.  Approval 
  of this agreement will provide a new state-of-the-art lighting 
  system for the new synthetic soccer field and adjacent 
  community field at Gunston-Shirley Park. 
 
 
 
 
STAFF: Janis Wood, Sports Division, PRCR 
            Dick Wark, Planning & Design, PRCR    
Reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office:___________________________ 
 
County Board Meeting – April 26, 2003 



2 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Foundation was established in 1993 to enhance, assist and grow 
the sport of soccer by seeking out and supporting new partnerships and programs.  
Their Annual Grants Program has remained the core of the Foundation’s philanthropic 
imperative and has infused over $15 million in cash and equipment to over 250 
national, statewide and local projects across the Country.  Arlington County applied for 
the 2002 Grant Programs in the fall of 2001 and was one of three municipal agencies 
which received the 2002 Capital Grant Awards from the Foundation.   
 
DISCUSSION:  In early winter 2001, PRCR staff and Gunston Middle School staff 
began a series of planning discussions regarding the athletic field improvement at 
Gunston-Shirley Park, which involved the existing soccer field and the community field.   
Following those discussions, a representative from PRCR made a presentation of the 
proposed realignment of the soccer field and community field at a Gunston Middle 
School PTA meeting on March 13, 2001.  A series of community meetings were held in 
late June and early December 2001 at the Gunston Middle School Media Center.  
 
Those attending these meetings included representatives from the Sports Commission, 
the Arlington Soccer Association, the Arlington Travel Soccer Club, the Crystal City 
Soccer Club, the Arlington Bolivian Soccer League, the Arlington Ridge Civic Association, 
the Aurora Highlands Civic Association, and citizens living in the neighborhoods directly 
west of Shirley Park.  
 
The following is a synopsis of what has been implemented at the Gunston Middle 
School and Shirley Park outdoor athletic facilities.   
 
§ The existing soccer field was turned approximately 90 degrees and synthetic grass 

was installed in the spring 2002. 
§ The existing community field was expanded in both width and length; in-ground 

irrigation and Bermuda grass sod was installed the summer of 2002. 
§ The long jump pit was relocated. 
§ Bleachers were placed in appropriate locations surrounding the two rectangular 

fields.  
§ Fencing was installed at both ends of the synthetic grass field to prevent the balls 

from going into South 28th Street and the Gunston Middle School-Community Center 
parking lot. 

§ New lights will be installed on both fields in the late spring 2003. 
 
Additional Gunston-Shirley Park outdoor improvements have been recommended by a 
joint County-School staff work group and are awaiting future funding opportunities in 
the short and long term.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The $68,386.00 for installation and other materials of the Musco 
Lighting system is available from previously approved bonds. 


