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   2200 Clarendon Boulevard, 13th Floor 
   Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
SUBJECT: Request to Advertise a General Land Use Plan Amendment from 

“Low” Residential (1-10 units per acre) to “Low” Residential (11-15 
units per acre) for a property known as 4013 & 4029 Columbia Pike 
generally located on Columbia Pike between South Randolph and 
South Quincy Streets. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the advertisement of public hearings on the 

subject General Land Use Plan amendment for a date 
concurrent with future public hearings by the Planning 
Commission and County Board for the associated 
rezoning and site plan applications.  

 
ISSUE: None. 
 
SUMMARY: The applicant is proposing a residential town house development 

along Columbia Pike at a density which exceeds the maximum 
allowed density under the existing zoning classification and General 
Land Use Plan designation.  The Request to Advertise is the first 
step in the General Land Use Plan amendment process. 

 
DISCUSSION:  The applicant has submitted a site plan proposal to build 22 
townhouse residential units.  The existing site is a predominantly wooded and contains 
two single family homes which would be demolished for this project. 
 
The site is currently designated “Low” Residential (1-10 units per acre) on the County’s 
General Land Use Plan and zoned “R-6” One Family Dwelling District.  The applicant is 
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requesting to amend the General Land Use Plan to “Low” Residential (11-15 units per 
acre) and to change the zoning to “R15-30T” Residential Townhouse Dwelling District 
which would be consistent with the requested General Land Use Plan designation. 
 
The General Land Use Plan is the primary policy guide for the future development of 
the County.  Since its original adoption in 1961, the Plan has been updated and 
periodically amended to more clearly reflect the intended use for a particular area.  The 
Plan may be amended either as part of a long-term planning process for a designated 
area or as a result of an individual request for a specific change. 
 
The Request to Advertise is the first step in the General Land Use Plan amendment 
process.  Authorizing the advertisement of an amendment does not imply that the 
County Board supports the proposed changes.  If the County Board authorizes the 
advertisement, public hearing dates for the General Land Use Plan amendment by the 
Planning Commission and County Board shall be scheduled for a date concurrent with 
the future public hearing dates for the associated rezoning and site plan applications.  
At this time, staff would initiate an analysis of land use and zoning issues related to the 
proposed site plan proposal, based on which final recommendations would be 
developed and presented to the County Board at the public hearings. 
 
 
CONCLUSION:  It is recommended that the County Board authorize the advertisement 
of the proposed General Land Use Plan amendment for public hearings for a date 
concurrent with future public hearings by the Planning Commission and County Board 
for the associated rezoning and site plan application. 
 
 


