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TO: The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM: Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Adopt a Rosslyn Business Improvement Service District (“Rosslyn 

BID”) Tax Rate as part of the Overall Real Estate Tax Rate.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt a Calendar Year 2003 tax rate for the 

Rosslyn Business Improvement Service District 
(“Rosslyn BID”) of $0.049 that is in addition to the 
current real estate rate, using the attached 
resolution (Attachment I). 

 
ISSUE:   What BID tax rate above the current real estate tax rate 

should be adopted? 
 
SUMMARY: The Rosslyn Business Improvement District would levy an 

ad valorem property tax on real estate located within the 
district to provide additional levels of service to the 
properties, above those funded from the Countywide 
levy.  A tax rate of $0.053 was advertised for the district 
and the public hearing was held and completed on 
March 27th, 2003.  Based on the Rosslyn Business 
Improvement Corporation’s proposed budget and work 
plan, a tax rate of $0.049 is necessary to generate 
approximately $981,938 in funds based on the current 
assessed value of the properties located in the tax 
district. 

 
BACKGROUND:  A group of Rosslyn commercial property owners, acting as a 
steering committee for the establishment of a business improvement district 
(BID), proposed that the County Board establish such a district in the Rosslyn 
“core” area to further promote development of Rosslyn as a “world class 
commercial center”.  At its December 7, 2002 meeting, the County Board 
adopted an ordinance creating the Rosslyn Business Improvement District for the 
purpose of providing additional levels of services to the properties in the district, 
above those funded from the Countywide general fund activities.   
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DISCUSSION:  The business improvement district comprises 112 properties in 
the Rosslyn “core” and the service area is comprised of approximately 20 blocks.  
Enhanced services provided in the service district will be in the areas of; 1) 
Beautification, Cleaning, and Maintenance; 2) Community Activities and Events; 
3) Transportation, Parking, Pedestrian and Safety Programs; 4) Marketing and 
Promotion; and, 5) Social Programs.  The BID would contract for the services 
and the cost would be paid from the additional tax levy to the district. 
 
The Rosslyn Business Improvement Corporation (RBIC), successor to the original 
Rosslyn property owner steering committee, has proposed a Work Program and 
Budget for the first year of operation of the BID.  If the Work Program and 
Budget is accepted by the County Board as part of the FY 2004 Proposed Budget 
process, it would require an additional real estate tax levy on properties within 
the Business Improvement District in the amount of $0.049 per one hundred 
dollars of assessed value for CY 2003 which would generate approximately 
$981,938 for additional services in the BID for FY 2004. 
 
The attached resolution would establish the 2003 Rosslyn Business Improvement 
Service District supplemental tax rate at $0.049, in order to allow full funding of 
the budget and work program as proposed by the Rosslyn Business 
Improvement Corporation (RBIC). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The primary fiscal impacts arising from the establishment of 
the Rosslyn Business Improvement Service District (“Rosslyn BID”) would be the 
administration of the service district and management of the contract with the 
BID Corporation. However, the proposed budget includes an administrative fee 
to be paid to the County by the BID Corporation, in an amount of 1% of the 
operating budget, which will reduce the fiscal impact. 
 



     

Attachment I 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A 2003 TAX LEVY RATE FOR THE 
ROSSLYN BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (“ROSSLYN BID”) 

 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED, that the County Board of Arlington County, acting as the governing 
body of the Rosslyn Business Improvement Service District (“Rosslyn BID”), does 
hereby establish a calendar year 2003 tax levy for the District in the amount of 
$0.049 per one hundred dollars of assessed value of all taxable real estate 
located within the boundaries of the Rosslyn Business Improvement Service 
District (“Rosslyn BID”), and; 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such taxes, when and if appropriated by the 
County Board, acting as the governing body of the Rosslyn Business 
Improvement Service District (“Rosslyn BID”), shall be used solely to fund the 
Budget and Work Program of the District as adopted by the County Board for the 
purposes of the District.  
 


