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April 16, 2003 
 
 
TO:  The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Adoption of the Community Development Block Grant Program and 

Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2004 (CD 29)  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 1. Approve the Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) Program and Budget for FY 2004 
as described in the Proposed Budget for FY 
2004, (Section O, Pages 33-46) and $21,000 
additional (adjustment) reflected in 
Attachment 1. 

2. Authorize the County Manager to sign 
contracts and documents required for the 
CDBG program. 

3. Approve the acceptance and allocation of 
program income and revolving loan program 
income received annually. 

ISSUES:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program and Budget 

for FY 2004 is Year Six in the County's approved Seven-Year 
Consolidated Plan for FY 1999-2005 (Consolidated Plan) and will 
serve as the County's formal application to Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (DHUD) for the FY 2004 CDBG Entitlement grant. 
The completed annual submission must be submitted to DHUD by May 
15, 2003.  The Community Development Citizens Advisory Committee 
(CDCAC) concurs with the Proposed Program and Budget. 

 
DISCUSSION: Arlington County's CDBG Entitlement amount for FY 2004 (CD 29) from 
DHUD is $2,243,000 ($21,000 higher than the estimate in the Proposed Budget). The 
City of Falls Church amount will increase by $1000, bringing its share to $106,800.  
The Arlington Public Schools Teen Pregnancy Prevention program at Barrett Elementary 
School in Buckingham is recommended to receive $6,000 and the NSA Employment 
and Training Program, operated by DHS’ Arlington Employment Center is 
recommended to receive $14,000 for additional ESL training slots. 
 
CDBG subrecipients administering loan programs, such as the Home Improvement 
Program or the CD Rental Rehabilitation Program, receive loan repayments that become 
program income.  These have been approved as revolving loan funds and the 
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repayments are kept by the subrecipient and recycled to new clients.  Program income 
also comes directly to the County as repayments on temporary loans.  CDBG regulations 
require that program income funds be allocated to the grant year in which they are 
received and are to be used as additional funding for CD eligible activities. 
 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION: On March 5 and March 12, 2003, the Community 
Development Citizens Advisory Committee (CDCAC) reviewed the County Manager’s FY 
2004 Recommended Budget. CDCAC recommendations are described in detail in its 
memo dated March 12, 2003, to the County Manager and County Board. CDCAC 
supports the recommendations, including the additional $21,000.  
 
Public comments on CDBG proposed projects were also received through the County 
Board budget hearing on March 25, 2003 and the public hearing co-sponsored by the 
Housing Commission and the CDCAC on March 20, 2003.  Attachment 2 provides a 
summary of community comments and staff response.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None.  CDBG funds are Federal entitlement grant funds. 
 
  



  

 

Summaries of Community Comments  
On Draft Annual Consolidated Plan for Fiscal year (FY) 2004 

With County Responses  
(April 7, 2003) 

 
Staff has received comments from the community on the draft Annual Consolidated 
Plan for FY 2003 through the County Board hearing on March 25, 2003, the public 
hearing co-sponsored by the Housing Commission and Community Development 
Citizen Advisory Committee (CDCAC) on March 20, 2003 and written correspondence. 
 
Increased Funding for Affordable Housing: A number of individuals and groups 
recommended increased funding for affordable housing, some specifically 
recommending higher funding levels for the Affordable Housing Investment Fund 
(AHIF). The Housing Commission recommended increasing AHIF by $2 million and 
increasing County housing staff.  The Coalition for Housing in Arlington (CHA) 
recommended adding $1 million to AHIF; encouraged higher goals in affordable 
housing – 10% over current – and recommended updating the Task Force on Arlington 
Futures recommendations every 3 years.  AHC, Inc. recommended that $1 million be 
added to AHIF annually until it totals $6 million.  Arlington Partnership for Affordable 
Housing recommended funding affordable housing projects and increased County 
housing staff.   Robert Pierre Johnson (RPJ) Housing Development Corporation 
recommended preservation of affordable housing so that the elderly can stay in their 
homes.  Arlington New Directions Coalition recommended adding $2 million to AHIF, 
totaling $6 million in local funds.  
 
Staff Response: In the proposed FY 2004 budget, AHIF will receive $1,170,000 of the 
federal HOME allocation, to be leveraged with a proposed $2,830,000 in local general 
fund revenues, for a total of $4.0 million. 
 
Affordable Accessible Housing: Several individuals advocated for funding to 
increase the supply of affordable accessible housing units and voiced support of 
LPACAP funding to address supportive housing needs. 
 
Staff Response: Housing is a top priority within the Plan and a range of strategies and 
objectives are listed.  The Seven-Year Consolidated Plan sets a goal to increase the 
supply of affordable accessible units by ten units per year.  Half of the $7.5 million in 
one-time LPACAP funds has been committed to serve supportive housing needs. 
 
Affordable Housing for Persons with Mental Illness: The Arlington New 
Directions Coalition highlighted the need to support housing services for adults with 
mental retardation and developmental disabilities.  APAH supported the expansion of 
Project HOPE which serves persons with mental illness.   
 
Staff Response: The Annual Consolidated Plan sets a goal to increase the supply of 
affordable units committed to serving persons with mental illness by 10-20 units for up 
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to FY 2004.  These persons can also be served by efficiency and one-bedroom 
Committed Affordable Units (CAFs) and the County rent assistance programs. 
 
Affordable Housing Targets: AHC, Inc. supports the proposed Affordable Housing 
Targets, particularly Target 3B, which sets a goal of expanding the stock by 13,000 
units by the year 2010.   
 
Staff Response: The community will have another opportunity to comment on the full 
range of targets at the community forum scheduled for Tuesday, May 13, 7:00 p.m. at 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA).   
 
Funding for ACAP: Representatives of the Arlington Community Action Program 
(ACAP) thanked the Board for its increased funding for the daytime and A+ certification 
computer programs.  
 
Staff Response: ACAP requested $33,500 to expand the computer training classes to 
daytime in addition to new courses for A+ Certification.  The County Manager 
recommended $30,000 for the expansion.   
 
Funding for ECDC: Ten representatives of the Ethiopian Community Development 
Council (ECDC) spoke about its microloan assistance programs, and thanked the County 
Board for its support.  A request was made for an increased budget for staff services.   
 
Staff Response: ECDC requested $83,200 for its microloan assistance program.  The 
County Manager recommended $62,000 in funding for this program, of which $35,600 
is for staff.   
  
Funding for Just Ministries, Inc.: A representative of Just Ministries thanked the 
County Board for its support of the immigrant legal services program.  They are the 
only organization in the County providing such services without regard to country of 
origin.   
 
Staff Response: Just Ministries, Inc. requested $24,600 to assist immigrants to achieve 
lawful status and work authorizations leading to better employment; as well as inform 
immigrant victims of domestic abuse about immigration assistance available to them.  
The County Manager recommended $15,000 for these services.   
 
Funding for Ibero-American Chamber of Commerce: A representative of the 
Ibero-American Chamber of Commerce requested support for its CDBG application.  
With 35,000 Hispanics in Arlington, their program proposed to serve 150 clients with 
money management, finance, tenant-landlord rights, and long-term tracking assistance. 
 
Staff Response: The Ibero-American Chamber of Commerce requested $84,900 to 
provide homeownership education and financial literacy training.  This request was later 
revised to $54,750.  The proposed program is duplicative of financial literacy training 
offered by AHOME and tenant-landlord services provided by Arlington County’s Housing 
Services Section.   
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Buckingham Outreach Center: Two volunteers of the Buckingham Outreach Center, 
representing the 55 volunteers, expressed their interest in a larger facility.  The center is 
utilized to full capacity, and a 1st floor or bigger apartment would allow for more 
classes.  
 
Staff Response: The County continues to explore options to relocate the center to a 
larger, handicapped accessible location for the short term.  The center is currently 
located in the Gates of Arlington apartment complex; a new community center will be 
incorporated into the redevelopment plans.     
 
Arna Valley: In May 2002, Arna Valley residents formed the Long Branch Creek Civic 
Association.  Due to the formation of the civic association and the major changes in the 
neighborhood, the President of the Long Branch Creek Civic Association requested the 
name Arna Valley be changed to Long Branch Creek.   
 
Staff Response: Staff will edit references to Arna Valley and in the future refer to the 
neighborhood as Long Branch Creek.      
 

 


