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 April 17, 2003 
 
 
TO:   The County Board of Arlington, Virginia 
 
FROM:  Ron Carlee, County Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Amendment to the Arlington County Code, Section 3-5 relating to 

Permit Fees. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt an Ordinance to amend, reenact and recodify 

Section 3-5 of the Arlington County Code to increase 
fees associated with plan review and inspection of 
additions to residential buildings to $0.18 per square 
foot. 

 
ISSUE:     Should the current fees for additions to residences be increased? 
 
SUMMARY:   This amendment will raise fees 1 cent per square foot (from 17 cents to  
    18 cents), for building permits for additions to certain residential 

buildings. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Permit fees for Arlington County construction permits have remained 
constant since July, 1999 because we believe that our fees are approximately equal to 
neighboring jurisdictions, except for additions to residential buildings. While there are 
different means of calculating these fees among surrounding jurisdictions, at this time, 
we are within the norm for most other permit fees. The cost associated with reviewing 
plans and inspecting construction work for additions to smaller residential buildings is 
higher than those for new construction. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Fee increases for additions to buildings for residential buildings are 
proposed to further the County's goal of recovering more of the costs associated with 
the review and inspection of these projects, and are needed to promote the health, 
safety and general welfare of the public, and for other reasons required by the public 
necessity, convenience and general welfare.   
 
Fiscal Impact: The revenue generated by the proposed fee increase is included in the 
FY 2004 Proposed Budget.  If permit fees for residential additions are increased 1 cent 
from 17 to 18 cents per square foot, the corresponding increase in revenue would be 
approximately $20,000 for FY 2004. These numbers are estimates for the next fiscal 
year based on a one cent increase in fee per square foot using FY 2002 construction 
data. These fee increases are necessary to move towards full recovery of costs 
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associated with the review and inspection of these projects. 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT, AND CODIFY Chapter 3 (BUILDING CODE) 
OF THE ARLINGTON COUNTY CODE TO AMEND SECTION 3-5., TO INCREASE FEES 
FOR RESIDENTIAL (R3 AND R4) BUILDINGS AND ADDITIONS TO EIGHTEEN CENTS 
($0.18) PER SQUARE FOOT. 
 
 Be it ordained that Section 3-5 of the Arlington County Code is amended, 
reenacted, recodified as follows, effective July 1, 2003: 
 
 *  *  * 
 
SECTION 3-5. Permit Fees 
 

* * * 
   
(b) New Buildings. For a permit for the construction of a new building or structure or 
addition, the fee shall at the rate of seventeen cents ($0.17) per square foot of 
aggregate area for R3 and R4 use groups, and at the rate of eighteen cents ($0.18) for 
aggregate area for additions to R3 and R4 use groups, and at the rate of nineteen cents 
($0.19) per square foot of aggregate area for all remaining use groups construction. 
The term “aggregate area” shall be held to include the area of all floors, plus the area of 
the basement, if any, plus the horizontally projected area of the roof. Twenty-five (25) 
percent of the permit fee shall be paid at the time plans are submitted for review. This 
amount shall not be refunded if no permit is issued. 
 

* * * 
 


